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INTRODUCTION 

LIFE OF SHAKESPEARE 

William Shakespeare, one of the greatest poets and 
-dramatists of the world, was born in 1564 at Stratford-on- 
Avon, Warwickshire. His parents were poor but respectable 
middle class people and he must have received his early 
schooling at the local free Grammar School. We do not 
know what progress he made at school, nor what promise of 
his future greatness had already become visible to his con¬ 
temporaries at school. In fact, we know veiy little of 
Shakespeare’s boyhood and early youth. His marriage with 
Anne Hathaway took place, when he was but eighteen years 
old and she twenty-six, and their first child was born within 
six months of the wedding. 

Shakespeare in his youth seems to have been wild and 
ungovernable. He poached game in the deer park of a 
neighbouring country-squire, Sir Thomas Lucy, who pio. 
secuted him for it. He wrote a rhyming libel upon “ lousy 
Lucy”—the earliest known offspring of his Muse! The 
squire, like others of his type, could stand anything but 
ridicule and his wrath being thoroughly kindled against him, 
Shakespeare found his birthplace too hot to hold him. Thus 
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he came to quit Stratford for London and exchange a life of 
rustic pranks and obscure mischief for a busy and useful 
career in the metropolis and eternal fame. 


The exact year of Shakespeare’s arrival in London is 
unknown ; the same is the case with his mode of life on his 
first arrival. There is a tradition that he held horses in 
front oi the theatres and earned a few coins, which were 
generously thrown to him by the gentry who rode to see a 
play. This story is certainly suggestive and highly plausible. 
The theatres were in the age of Elizabeth thronged with 
play-goers and were the centres of attraction tor multitudes 
of young and ardent spirits, with and without talents, in 
search ot a profession. Shakespeare seems to have soon 
managed to find work inside the theatre, at first as an actor 
in minor parts, and later as a corrector, reviser, and adapter 
of old plays for reproduction on the stage. 


His independent dramatic career began perhaps in 1591 

with Loves Labours Lost, generally regarded as his first play. 

But this play was preceded by much pot-boiling. The so- 

called first period of his career may be said to extend from 

about 1588 to 1594, when he produced Part I of Henry VJ, 

II and III parts of Henry VI, and Richard III—all English 

history plays, Love’s Labour’s Lost, Comedy of Errois, Two 

Gentlemen ot Verona and A Midsummer Night’s Dream_ 

comedies of a pure and joyous mood. The tragedy of 

Romeo and Juliet alro possibly belongs to this phase of 
his career. 


Durin fi th, second period, from 1594 to 1600, lie wrote 
the more mature history plays like I and II parts of 
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Henry IV, Henry V, King John and comedies with an under¬ 
current of tragic earnestness like the Merchant of Venice, 
The Taming of the Shrew, The Merry Wives of Windsor, 
Much Ado About Nothing, As You Like It, and Twelfth Night. 
The third period saw the production of the great tragedies, 
Julius Caesar, Hamlet, Othello, Lear, Macbeth, Antony and 
Cleopatra, Coriolanus and Timon of Athens. The enig¬ 
matical comedies, All’s Well that Ends Well, Measure for 
Measure and Troilus and Cressida, also belong to this period 
(1600-1608). To the fourth and final stage, 1608-1612, belong 
the romance plays—Pericles, Cymbeline, Winter’s Tale and 
Tempest, where Shakespeare bids farewell to the public in a 

mood of serene hope and satisfaction. 

Somewhere about 1610 he seems to have retired to his 
native village, where he bought house and lands and settled 
down to a life of rural peace and domesticity punctuated by 
visits to London. He did not, however, live to enjoy Ins 
leisure for long. On a 3 rd of April, 1616 , probably the anni¬ 
versary of his birthday, he passed away and left behind him 
a name and a body of work which have stood the test of 
time remarkably well for over three centuries. 


THE DATE OF THE PLAY 


Richard n was probably written in i 5 93 °r '59-b ^ 
arrive at this date by the application of certain tests baser 
on external evidence, evidence partly external and partly 

internal, and internal evidence. 


External evidence: Francis 
play in his Palladls Tamia , or 


Meres has mentioned this 
Wit’s Treasury , published in 
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1598. A still earlier date is available, for the play was 
entered in the Register of the Stationers Company, London, in 
1597. The First Quarto, also published in the same year, 
shows the play to be earlier than 1597. 

Evidence partly external and partly internal : There is a 
close resemblance between several passages in the second 
edition of Samuel Daniel’s History of the Civil Wars (i 595 ) 
and some in Richard U. Daniel, like Shakespeare, presents 
the Queen as a grown-up woman and he also makes Boling- 
broke express displeasure at Exton's deed. But this piece 
of evidence does not help us much, for it is well known that 
Daniel was a notorious plagiarist. So he could have been 
the borrower. 

Internal evidence,: The style and construction of the 
play lix it as an early play. It belongs to the second period 
of the historical plays, comprising the group consisting of 
Richard III , Richard 11 and Ucnry IV. Shakespeare follows 
Holinshed closely in the play, and this is characteristic of 
his earlier manner. One lifth of the play is in rhyme. 
Where rhyme is used not for any special purpose but as a 
matter of course, it is taken to indicate the early date of the 
play. The presence of alliteration, word-play of all kinds, 
antitheses, artificial turns of fancy, and far-fetched or over¬ 
elaborate figures of comparison, also reveals early workman, 
ship. Shakespeare no doubt uses blank verse in the play, 
but does not yO show maturity. The verses are mostly 
end-stopped. There are no weak endings, and only 
four light-endings are found. There is a total absence 
of prose, probably on -account of Marlowe’s influence. 
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The comic element, so dominant in Henry IV , is entirely 
lacking. 

Richard II has to be placed between Richard III and 
Henry IV. In the former, Shakespeare is completely undei 
the influence of Marlowe, whereas in the latter he has 
shaken himself free of it altogether. So Richard II shows a 

transitional period between Richard III (i 59 ° — 3 ) antl 
Henry IV (1596—7). Malone fixes the date as 1593, but 
gives no reason. We can take it that the play was probably 

written in 1593 or 1594. 

THE TEXT OF THE PLAY 


The first Quarto was published by Andrew Wise in 
1597 without the author’s name. The second Quarto was 
published, again by Andrew Wise, with the author's name 

in 1598. 

The third Quarto was published in 1608 ‘with new 
.additions of the Parliament Scene and the deposing of King 
Richard’. The fourth Quarto, which was a reprint from the 

third Quarto, was published in 1615. 

The First Folio—a general edition ot Shakespeare s 
plays-was published by John Heminge and Henry Condeil 
in 1623. Several corrections and omissions were made for 
stage purposes in the representation of the play. The 
Parliament Scene is amended from the manuscript. So the 
first Folio is the authority for the Parliament scene, while 
the first Quarto is the authority for the main part ot 

the play. . , 

It is believed that the deposition scene was not included 
the first two Quartos for fear of royal displeasure. The 
the Abbot of Westminster, “A woeful pageant 
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have we here beheld”, proves that it formed part of the 
original play. 

THE SOURCES OF THE PLAY 

Shakespeare has followed, in the main, Holinshed’s 
Chronicles , particularly the edition which was published in 
1587. This is proved by the reference to withered bay-trees,, 
found for the first time only in that edition. Shakespeare 
has followed Holinshed closely, often using his very words. 

Shakespeare has also drawn from other sources, for 
certain facts not found in Holinshed are mentioned by him. 
He must have consulted Hall’s Citronicle\ for York’s senile 
age is mentioned there only. The handing over of the 
Bishop of Carlisle to the custody of the Abbot of West¬ 
minster, though historically accurate, is not mentioned by 
Holinshed. So Shakespeare must have obtained this infor¬ 
mation from some other source. Stow’s Annals (1580)1 
provided him with the detail of Norfolk’s going to the Holy 
Land, A passage in Berner’s translation of Froissart must 
have suggested the formal transfer of the crown to 
Bolingbroke. 

Though we find a close resemblance between some 
passages m Richard II and some in Daniel’s History of the 
Civil II ars, it cannot be stated definitely who borrowed 
from whom. It may be surmised that the notorious plagia¬ 
rist, Daniel, must have been the borrower. 

We do not know for certain whether Shakespeare 
made use 01 any other play on Richard II. None has 
survived, but some other plays were certainly available in. 
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Shakespeare’s time. For instance, Dr. Simon Forman saw 
a play in 1611, which began with Wat Tyler's rebellion. 

ON THE NATURE OF DRAMA 

The dramatist is essentially a storyteller, for his main 
business is to tell a story. He has, however, got to work 
under certain special conditions peculiar to his art. In 
4 telling ’ the story, he cannot narrate. The persons ot the 
play have to be placed before the audience and made to act 
as the mouthpiece of the author for communicating his 
thoughts. As distinguished from other kinds of story-telling, 
the drama is all talk. '1 he author is nothing so far as the 
effect of a drama is concerned, and the characters he has 
created are everything. In a novel, for example, however 
important the dialogues may be, there is still plenty of room 
for pure narration, where the novelist comes into direct 
contact with his public. In a play, the dramatist on the 
other hand, effaces himself completely and merges his own 
personality, as much as possible, in his characters. This is 
such an essential condition of dramatic art that the excell¬ 
ence of a dramatist is always held to be in direct proportion- 

to his success in doing it. 

Thus the impersonal method of narration through direct 
representation is what distinguishes a drama from a novel. 
This distinction introduces a new element in dramatic art 
which is commonly called ‘action’. The ‘plot’ of the idory 
is a feature common to a novel and a play, but the action 
is a peculiarity of the play alone. By the ‘plot’ we usually 
mean the story which is the series of connecting links 
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among a number of changing situations in which certain 
persons are imagined to be placed. In a drama we are 
actually shown a mimic presentation of these imaginary 
persons in imaginary situations and we can observe at first 
hand the way in which they act and react in their circums¬ 
tances. Thus ‘action’ in a drama is roughly a name for the 
stir and movement on the stage, the behaviour of the 
characters in their situations and the changes in their 
fortunes. 

Shakespeare has, in a famous phrase, defined the 

dramatist’s function to be, 1 to hold the mirror up to Nature.* 

It is indeed the function of all art to give a representation 

of life. In every species of art, like painting, sculpture, 

poetry, music, drama and literature, the artist merely 

imitates life for the delight and edification of mankind. 

Indeed, the mere mimicry in itself seems to afford pleasure 

to all from the ancestral ape down to the most civilised and 

the modern human child. Arts are intended to cater to this 

taste for mimicry in grown-up people ; and hence they are 

all in greater or less degree imitative of life. It is the 

condition and material which each of them chooses for 

carrying out this common programme that distinguishes one 
art from another. 


The drama and other allied kinds of literature that set 
about telling a story have to conform to certain rules and 
satisty certain conditions necessary to their peculiar scope 
and function. 1 ife itself has neither beginning nor end but 
a story vh.rn purports to be an imitation of it must perforce 
have both. Similarly, no group of men in real life can be 
isolated completely from the rest and made to live by 
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themselves for even a day; but an author though he wants- 
to copy life cannot copy it in this respect by bringing the- 
whole world within the purview of his art. 

Thus selection is the primary condition of the art oi the 
story-teller. The dramatist must exercise greater rigour in 
the process of selection, because his method of direct 
representation requires materials definitely limited in various 
ways. He does not deal with the words all the time like 
the novelist ; he employs men and women to speak his- 
words. He does not reckon space in reams of paper like the 
novelist ; but he is obliged to put up with a ceitain area of 
available room on a stage. Thus selection becomes a 
highly important condition of the dramatic art. 

In the selection of his materials the dramatist will have 
to observe certain rules of construction. It is a seiies ot 
events that happen to a certain number of men and women 
in whom we take an interest that is called a story. Such a 
story when chosen by a dramatist for representation on the 
stage must possess, according to Aristotle, a beginning, a 
middle and an end. The need for a beginning and an end 
will be readily perceived and easily appreciated, lhe 
4 middle ’ is the climax or the turning point in the fortunes 
of the characters without which any drama will fail for want 
of point. Conformity to these elementary principles laid 
down by Aristotle is the first and foremost condition of a 
good drama. Shakespeare uniformly observes them in the 
construction of his plays. All the rest of the usual so-called 
Aristotelian or classical rules of the drama are of less- 
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universal validity, though the practice of generations of 

eminent authors has invested them with a certain prominence 
and prestige. 


SHAKESPEARE’S HISTORICAL PLAYS 

In the spacious days of Queen Elizabeth there was an 
immense awakening of national consciousness in England. 
For about three years after the defeat of the Armada, the 
popular enthusiasm for the history and traditions of the past 
was prodigious. On the stage popular taste for national history 
produced some three hundred historical plays. Shakes¬ 
peare’s English history plays synchronise with this period. 
They were all produced between 1588 and 1598, and 
reflect the spirit of the hour. 


Of the seven and thirty plays written by Shakespeare, 

ten are historical plays dealing with English history. King 

John may be regarded as a prologue to the grand epic cycle 

and Henry VIII as an epilogue to it. From the accession of 

Richard II to the battle of Bosworth Field (in Richard 111 ) 

is a period of a little over hundred years, which Shakespeare 

has marvellously resuscitated in eight of his so-called 

chronicle plays. Roughly speaking it covers the Hundred 
Years Civil War in England. 

In Richard II we find a weak and self-indulgent King 
overthrown by his cousin, Bolingbroke, an altogeth* 
stronger if not better man. The two parts of Henry IV 
continue the story with the usurper Bolingbroke on the 
throne Henry IV has plucked the fruit of his evil ambition 
a d , tun* ,0 dust and ashes in his mouth. The two parts 

He ' } ' ‘ , "' UStrate the tluth the proverb about the man 
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-who sows the wind reaping the whirlwind. Richard II with 
^rief-inspired wisdom had foretold the consequences o 
Bolingbroke's usurpation. The unholy alliance between the 
usurper and Northumberland's party was bound to produce 
bitterness and distrust later on in exact proportion to their 
earlier co-operation and success. Factious noblemen who 
succeed in overthrowing one king and setting up another, 
will never be satisfied till they have no kings to overthrow 
or set up. They develop a sub-conscious taste to play the 
part of king-makers and they will never lack plausible reasons 
to justify their rebellion. The charge of ingratitude will con¬ 
stantly be on their lips, and if there is anything majesty can 
endure still less than the " moody frontier of a subject s 
brow, ” it is the charge of ingratitude. The two par s o 
Henry IV in short emphasise the political as well as the 
moral aspects of the Lancastrian usurpation. The house o 
Lancaster is firmly established on the throne at the cost of 
much blood , and tears. Bolingbroke himself expiates h.s 
crime in bitter humiliation and repentance. He constan y 
meditates a fuller atonement by a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
but Ins pilgrimage on earth comes to an end before he 
achieves his object and he dies m the Jerusalem chamber. 

The next play of the series is Henry V. In his reign 
there are neither internecine wars nor domestic tribulations 
The young King is popular with the nation, feared and 
obeyed by the nobles, flattered and favoured by the Church. 
Partly to bury the memory of the usurpation, and partly td win 

.... .-.I a’ln ■ 

following the exploits of his great-grandfather, Edward III. 



XU 


KING RICHARD II 


Henry V is mainly concerned with the conquest of France. 
Domestic politics are treated as of minor importance. The 
King is as much a hero at home as he is abroad. His title 
is never questioned and his peace is never seriously 
disturbed. He conquers France, marries the King’s daughter 
and dies in the zenith of his power and glory. 

But this brief respite is but a lull in the storm. During 
the minority of Henry V’s son, the seeds of evil sown by 
Bolingbroke’s usurpation begin to sprout; Henry VI, 
Bolingbroke’s grandson, ascends the throne when all the 
English possessions abroad have been lost except Calais, and 
England is in the throes of a furious civil war. The Wars 
of the Roses convulse the nation for three generations till 
the battle of Bos worth, in 1485, ushers to a distracted 
country an era of peace and prosperity. The three parts of 
Henry 1 1 and Richard III deal with the beginning, the 
progress and the end of the Wars of the Roses. 

STAGE HISTORY 


Richard //is not among the most popular of Shake¬ 
speare’s plays. This may be due to its being a purely 
political play. But it must have had some kind of topical 
political appeal in Shakespeare’s own times. Meres in his 
Ralladis Tmnia mentions it as one of the tragedies that had 
made Shakespeare famous before 1598. 


“ A Play t deposing King Richard 11" was performed 
at the Glob. Theatre on Saturday, February 6th, preceding 
the insurrection of the Earl of Essex in 1601. The partisans 
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of the Earl of Essex were responsible for this performance. 
But this play could not have been Shakespeare's Richard //, 
since depreciatory terms as ‘ old 1 obsolete ’ and ‘ stale ' 
were applied to it and since an extra payment of forty 
shillings had to be made to induce the players to stage it. 

Captain Keeling allowed Shakespeare's Richard II 

among others to be played before him on board his ship, 

% 

The Dragon , on September 30, 1607. It was one of the 
plays presented to Henry Herbert for his half-yearly benefit, 
and it was acted on June 12th, 1631. 

Dryden praises the speech describing Bolingbroke’s 
entry into London in no measured terms in his preface to 
Troilus and Cressida or Truth Found Too Late. But we do 
not know if he had seen Richard II acted. 

After the Restoration, the play was revived for the first 
time at the Theatre Royal, in 1681, by Nahum late. I his 
was a free adaptation of the play, and was called the Sicilian 
Usurper. The numberless alterations, omissions and additions 
that Tate had made, did not help him, for it was silenced on 
the third day. The next notable event in the stage history 
of the play takes us to the 18th century. On December 10, 
1719, Theobald’s mutilated version of the play was 
produced at Lincoln’s Inn Fields. The first and second 
acts of the original were omitted and some speeches judi¬ 
ciously transposed. Theobald’s attempt to make \ork a 
consistently loyal character, did not prove successful. The 

play was acted only seven times. 

% 

2 
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Shakespeare’s play was produced at Covent Garden on 
February 6, 1738, “by desire of several ladies of quality. 
The scene of the lists at Coventry was represented with 
some historical accuracy. This revival was acted ten times, 
and about lour times in the next season. 

In 1815. WToughton’s version of the play, “with 
considerable alterations and additions from the writings ol 
Shakespeare ” was acted at Drury Lane, with Edmund Kean 
in the role of Richard II. A new character “ Blanche (with 
a song)" was introduced. Wroughton had laid under 
contribution Henry VI, Parts II and HI, Titus Andronicus, 
King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, Troilus and Cressida . 
to produce this piece of mosaic tragedy. This dreadful 
mutilation of Shakespeare was acted thirteen times. On 
January 20 of the same year, Macready appeared as Richard 
11 {at Bath in a slightly abreviated version of Shakespeare’s 
play. It was performed only twice, and that, too, to 
poor houses. 

Another important revival of the play was made bv 
Charles Keen at the Princess’s Theatre on March 12th. 1^57 
It was a magnificent performance. But what really attracted 
the people was the so-called “historical episode,’* inter 
polated between Acts 3 and 4. It was a representation in 
action of the entry ot Bolingbroke and Richard II into 
London, and described by the Duke of York in Act V. “ A 

dance of itinerant fools.'* introduced into this scene, was a 
great success. 

V. R. Benson, well-known for his devotion to Shakes¬ 
pearean drama, played the true Richard II in the English 
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provinces during 1897, and then at the Memorial Theatre 
Stratford-on-Avon. Benson revived the drama with success 
on' March 15th. 1900, during his season at the Lyceum. 

Edwin Booth appeared in Richard II at the Fourteenth 
Street Theatre, New York, in 1876. 

In celebration of the quin-centenary of Richard's sur¬ 
render to Bolingbroke at Flint castle, an attractive al fresco 
performance of the play was given in the grounds of the 
castle on August 21st, 1899. 


DRAMATIS PERS0N2E 


King Richard the Second. 

JOHN OP Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, l ^ ^ Eng _ 

Edmund of Langley, Duke of York,) 
y Henry, surnamed Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford, son to John 
of Gaunt; afterwards King Henry IV. 

Duke of Aumerle, son to the Duke of York. 

/ Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

Duke of Surrey. 

Earl of Salisbury. 

Lord Berkeley. 

Bushy, ^ 

BAGOT, j* servants to King Richard. 

Green, J 

Earl of Northumberland. 

Henry Percy, surnamed Hotspur, his son. 

Lord Ross. 

Lord Willoughby. 

Lord Eitzwater. 

Bishop of Carlisle. 

Abbot of Westminster. 

Lord Marshal. 

Sir Stephen Scroop. 

Sir Pierce of Exton. 

Captain of a band of Welshmon. 

Queen to King Richard. 

Duchess of York. 

Duchess of Gloucester. 

Ladies attending ou the Queen. 

Lords. Heralds, Officers, Soldier's, Gardeners, Keeper, 
Messenger, Groom, and other Attendants. 

Scene— England ami Wales. 
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Scene 1 . A Room in Windsor Castle 

Enter King R.chakd, John of Gaunt, M other 

Nobles and Attendants. 


K. Rich . Old John of Gaunt, time-honour’d Lancaster, 

Hast thou, according to thy oath and bond, 

Brought hither Henry Hereford thy bold son, 

Here to makegood the boisterous late appeal, 

Which then our leisure would not let us heai, 

Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mowbray ? 

Gaunt. I have, my liege. 

K . Rich. Tell me, moreover, hast thou sounded him. 

If he appeal the duke on ancient malice ; 

Or worthily, as a good subject should, 1 


On some known ground of treachery in him t 


L i, time * honoured: 
venerable ; aged and so 
esteemed. 

2. oath and bond : that 
is, bound by oath. 

4 boisterous late appeal: 
recent violent criminal 
(charge made six weeks 


p r e v io u s 1 y 
bury). 


at Shrews 


5. leisure: convenience 

9. appeal: accuse, im¬ 
peach. on ancient malice . 
because of long - standing 
enmity. 

11. ground: proof. 
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Gautil. As near as I could sift him on that argument 
On some apparent danger seen in him 
Aim’d at your highness,—no inveterate malice. 

K. Rich. Then call them to our presence : face to face. 
And frowning brow to brow, ourselves will hear 16 

The accuser and the accused freely speak: 

[Exeunt some Attendants. 
High-stomach’d are they both, and full of ire, 

In rage deaf as the sea, hasty as fire. 

Re-enter Attendants ivith Boungbroke amt Mowbray. 


Bohngbroke. Many years of happy days befall 20 

My gracious sovereign, my most loving liege ! 

Mowbray. Kach day still better other’s happiness : 

Until the heavens, envying earth’s good hap, 

Add an immortal title to your crown ! 

K. Rub. We thank you both : yet one but flatters us, 

As well appeareth by the cause you come ; 26 

Namely, to appeal each other of high treason. 

Cousin of Hereford, what dost thou object 


J-. sift : i, e., question 
•caietnllv. argument : sub¬ 
ject. 

apparent : obvious. 

M* l,1: derate \ d e e p- 
rooted. 

ifl. high - stomached : 
haughty. 1 Stomach’ is often 
used by Shakespeare to 
denote appetite. 


10. deaf : that is, to ap¬ 
peals for pity. 

22. still better : conti¬ 
nually increase. 

-3* l ,a p • fortune. 

-4. immortal title : iinper- 
ishable glory of saintliness. 

2(\ come : i.e.., come for. 

•’ s - object-against : lay to 
the charge of. 
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40 


gC j < ] KUS<j Kionanu u 

Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mowbray ? 

Bolingbrokc. First, heaven be the record to my speech . 30 

In the devotion of a subject s love, 

Tendering the precious safety of my prince, 

And free from other misbegotten hate, 

Come I appellant to this princely presence. 

Now, Thomas Mowbray, do I turn to thee. 

And mark my greeting well ; for what I speak 
My body shall make good upon this earth, 

Or my divine soul answer it in heaven. 

Thou art a traitor and a miscreant. 

Too good to be so, and too bad to live, 

(Since the more fair and crystal is the sky,? 

\rhe uglier seem the clouds that in it fl\.J 
Once more, the more to aggravate.the note, 

With a foul traitor’s name stuff I thy throat; 

And wish,-so please my sovereign,—ere I move, 

What my tongue speaks, my right-drawn sword may prove. 
Mowbray. Let not my cold words here accuse my zeal = 

39. miscreant : base 
wretch. 

40. good : high-b o r n. 
He was of the blood royal 
through his mother. 

41. crystal : clear as cry¬ 
stal. 

43* aggravate the note ■ to 
worsen the stigma. 

46. right-drawn : drawn 
in a just cause. 

47. accuse : cast suspi¬ 
cion upon. 


45 


30. record : witness. 

32. tendering: valuing. 

33. misbegotten hate : un¬ 
worthily derived from per¬ 
sonal enmity. 

34. appellant : accuser. 

36. greeting : address, 

speech. 

37. make good : prove the 
truth of. 

38. answer ■' he accoun¬ 
table for. 
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’ Tis not the trial of a woman's war, 

The bitter clamour of two eager tongues, 

Can arbitrate this cause betwixt us twain ; 50 

The blood is hot that must be cool'd for this : 

Yet can I not of such tame patience boast 
As to be hush’d and nought at all to say : 

First, the fair reverence of your highness curbs me 
From giving reins and spurs to my free speech ; 55 

Which else would post until it had return’d 
These terms of treason doubled down his throat. 

Setting aside his high blood’s royalty, 

And let him be no kinsman to my liege, 

I do defy him (throws down his gauntlet) and I spit 

at him ; Go 

Call him a slanderous coward and a villain : 

Which to maintain, I would allow him odds; 

And meet him, were I tied to run afoot 
Even to the frozen ridges of the Alps, 

Or any other ground inhabitable, G5 

Where ever Englishman durst set his foot. 


-}N. trial : mode of set¬ 
tlement, arbitration, ordeal, 
etc. woman's war: war 
of words as is common 
between women. 

49. eager : sharp, bit¬ 
ing. 

53- and nought at all to 
say ; and have nothing to 
speak in self-defence. 

54. fair : just. 

56. post : hurry (like a 
mounted messenger'. 


57. doubled : twice as 
many; twice as insulting. 

59 . and let him be no 
kinsman : supposing he 
were no relation. 

b_\ maintain : pro v e. 
o./J.s : advantage, handicap. 

(, 3 - '■ obliged, com¬ 

pelled. 

fj 5 - inhabitable : unin¬ 
habitable. 

66. durst : dare. 
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Meantime let this defend my loyalty,— 

By all my hopes, most falsely doth he lie. 

Boling. (Throwing down Ins glove) Pale trembling 
coward, there I throw my gage, 

Disclaiming here the kindred of the king, 7° 


And lay aside my high blood’s royalty, 

Which fear, not reverence, makes thee to except 

(Picks up Mowbray’s glove) 

If guilty dread have left thee so much strength 
As to take up mine honour’s pawn, then stoop : 

By that and all the rites of knighthood else, 75 


Will I make good against thee, arm to arm, 

What I have spoke, or thou canst worse devise. 

Mowbray. (Taking up the glove) I take it up ; and by that 


sword I swear, 


67. this : namely, this 
challenge. 

68. hopes : that is ot 
salvation. 

69. gage : glove ; the 
iron gauntlet thrown down 
in challenge. 

70. disclaiming . king : 

giving up privileges aris¬ 
ing from his relationship 

to the king. 

72. to except: to leave 
out, that is, from the list 
of those whom he can 
fight. 


73. guilty dread : fear 
born out of a conscious¬ 
ness of guilt. 

74. honour's pawn : the 
pledge of his honour, 
namely, the glove thrown 
down. 

75. rites of knighthood : 
code of chivalry. 

76-77. will I . devise: 

I will not only prove all 
my charges against you 
but also anything worse 
you may challenge me to 
prove. 
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which gently laid my knighthood on my shoulder, 

I’ll answer thee in any fair degree. 80 

Or chivalrous design of knightly trial: 

And when I mount, alive may I not light, 

If I be traitor or unjustly fight! 

K. Rich. What doth our cousin lay to Mowbray's charge? 
It must be great that can inherit us 85 

So much as of a thought of ill in him. 

Boling, Look, what I speak, my life shall prove it true; 
That Mowbray hath received eight thousand nobles 


79. gently laid...shoulder: 

It is usual for one confer- j 
ring knighthood to touch 
the left shoulder of the 
recipient of the honour, 
with his sword and say. 
‘Arise, Sir.' Every knight 
was presumed to be a 
gentleman as opposed to 
being one of simple birth. 
This elevation to knight¬ 
hood. therefore, brought 
gentility to the knight. 
Mowbray is not content 
with protesting by the 
honour of his knighthood. 
There is a veiled reference 
to the King’s honour also 
here. The suggestion is 
that the King is unlikely to 
have bestowed a knight¬ 
hood on an unworthy per¬ 
son. Mowbray probably 


anticipates Bolingbroke's 
accusation regarding Mow¬ 
bray’s responsibility for the 
murder of Gloucester. He 
desires it to be understood 
that as a true knight he 
was always loyal to his 
King in all transactions. 

80. answer : give satis¬ 
faction. in any fair degree: 

j in any fair way. 

81. chivalrous design... 
trial : method prescribed 
by the code of chivalry and 
laws of tournament. 

82. light : short f 0 r 
‘alight’, that is, dismount. 

85. inherit us: cause us 
to have. 

88. noble: a gold coin 
worth bsh. 8d., first minted 
by Edward III. 
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In name of lendings for your highness’ soldiers, 

The which he hath detain'd for lewd employments, 90 

Like a false traitor and injurious villain. 

Besides, I say, and will in battle prove, 

Or here or elsewhere to the furthest verge 
That ever was survey’d by English eye, 

That all the treasons for these eighteen years 95 

Complotted and contrived in this land 

Fetch from false Mowbray their first head and spring. 

Further I say, and further will maintain 

Upon his bad life to make all this good, 

That he did plot the Duke of Gloucester's death, --100 

Suggest his soon-believing adversaries, * 

And consequently, like a traitor coward, 

Sluiced out his innocent soul through streams of blood : 


89. lendings : money 
advanced to soldiers when 
for some reason the regular 
pay cannot be given. 

90. lewd: base. 

91. injurious : calumnia¬ 
ting. 

95. these eighteen years'. 
that is, since the Peasants’ 
Revolt led by Wat Tyler 
in r 38 r. 

96. complotted-. emphatic 
for ‘ plotted contrived : 
conspired. 

97. fetched...spring: ori¬ 
ginated from Mowbray, 
who was the fountain head 
of the conspiracy. 


100. the Duke of Gloucest¬ 
er's death: Gloucester died 
at Calais, while under 
detention in 1397. Mowbray 
was popularly believed to 
have murdered him, at the 
instigation of the King. 

101. suggest : prompt, 
incite secretly, soon-believ¬ 
ing adversaries : namely, 
the enemies of Gloucester 
who were themselves only 
too ready to be moved 
against the Duke. 

103. sluiced out: caused 
to flow out as by opening 
a sluice or flood-gate. 
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Which blood, like sacrificing Abel's, cries, 

Even from the tongueless caverns of the earth, 

To me for justice and rough chastisement; 

And, by the glorious worth of my descent, 

This arm shall do it, or this life be spent. 

K. Rich. How high a pitch his resolution soars ! 
Thomas of Norfolk, what say’st thou to this? 




Mowbray. 0 , let my sovereign turn away his face, 

And bid his ears a little while be deaf, 

Till I have told this slander of his blood, 

How God and good men hate so foul a liar! 

l\. Rich. Mowbray, impartial are our eyes and ears; 

Were he my brother, nay, my kingdom's heir, 115 

As he is but my father's brother's son, 


104. sacrificing Abel's: 
The reference is to the 
Biblical story of the mur¬ 
der of Abel by his younger 
brother, Cain. Both were 
sons of Adam and Eve. 
Because God refused Cain’s 
sacrifice and accepted 
Abel’s, Cain killed Abel. 
Then God cursed Cain, 
telling him: “The voice of 
thy brother’s blood crieth 
unto me from the ground.” 

((n'llCStS IV.) 

105. longue less : silent. 

106. Tome: Boling- 
broke sets himself up as the 
avenger of the murder of 
his uncle Gloucester, chas¬ 


tisement : punishment. 

107. my descent \ that is 
from Edward HI. 

109. pitch: the highest 
point to which a falcon 
soars before swooping 
down on its prey. Richard 
is referring to Bolingbroke’s 
ambition. 

113. slander uf hit blood : 

one who brings disgrace to 
his family. Bolingbroke is 
so described. 

116. my kingdom's heir : 

There is unconscious irony 
in the fact that Bolingbroke 

did succeed Richard on the 
throne. 
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Now (holding out his sceptre) by my sceptre’s awe, I make 
a vow, 

Such neighbour nearness to our sacred blood 

Should nothing privilege him, nor partialize 120 

The unstooping firmness of my upright soul : 

He is our subject, Mowbray, so art thou ; 

Free speech and fearless I to thee allow. 

Mowbray. Then, Bolingbroke, as low as to thy heart, 
Through the false passage of thy throat, thou liest ! 

Three parts of that receipt I had for Calais 126 

Disbursed I duly to his highness’ soldiers; 

The other part reserved I by consent, 

For(that)my sovereign liege was in my debt 

Upon remainder of a dear account, 130 

Since last I went to France to fetch his queen : 

Now swallow down that lie. For Gloucester’s death, 

I slew him not; but to my own disgrace 

118. awe : power to ins¬ 
pire fear or reverence. 

119. neighbour nearness: 
close relationship. Neigh¬ 
bour is here used adjecti- 
vely. 

120. parliajize: make 

partial. 

124-5. os low . liest: 

Mowbray picturesquely sug¬ 
gests that Bolingbroke’s lie 
starts from his heart and 
comes out through his 
throat. 


126. receipt : money re¬ 
ceived. 

130. upon remainder... 
account : as the balance, re¬ 
maining due of a heavy 
debt. 

131. since la si... Fra nee : 
Mowbray had assisted in 
the negotiations for a 
marriage between Richard 
and Isabella, daughter of 
the Frenctl King in 1385-6. 

132. swallow down : take 
back, retract, recant. For: 
as regards. 
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Neglected my sworn duty in that case. 

For you, my noble Lord of Lancaster, * 35 

The honourable father to my foe, 

' Once did I lay an ambush for your life, 

A trespass that doth vex my grieved soul: 

But ere I last received the sacrament 

I did confess it, and exactly begg’d * 140 

Your grace's pardon, and I hope I had it. 

This is my fault: as for the rest appealed. 

It issues from the rancour of a villain, 

A recreant and most degenerate traitor : 

Which in myself I boldly will defend; 145 

And interchangeably hurl down my gage 
Upon this overweening traitor’s foot, 

(Throws down his glove nhich Bolingbrokc picks up.) 

To prove myself a loyal gentleman 


134. ncglci ted . duly : 

The ostensible meaning is 
that he neglected his duty 
by failing to protect (ilou- 
cester. There may be a 
suggestion that the neglect 
lay only in prolonging the 
time “for the executing of 
the king’s commandment to 
make the Duke secretly 
away.” (Holinshed.) 

137. lay an ambush: set 
up a band o f soldiers to 
conceal themselves and 
make a surprise attack. 

138. trespass : sin. 

139. received the sacra 


went : participated in a 
Christian rite called holv 
communion. 

140. exactly: in set terms, 
explicitly. 

14 rest appealed : other 
accusations. 

M 4 . recreant: cowardlv. 
faithless. 

1 45 - 111 myself: not 
through deputy or prow. 

14b. Interchangeably: 
that is, in reply to the chal¬ 
lenge of Bolingbroke. 

147 overweening: arro¬ 
gant. 
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Even in the best blood chamber’d in his bosom. 

In haste whereof, most heartily I pray 150 

Your highness to assign our trial-day. 

^K. Richard. Wrath-kindled gentlemen, be ruled by me ; 
Let’s purge this choler without letting blood : 

This we prescribe, though no physician ; 

Deep malice makes too deep incision ; 155 

Forget, forgive ; conclude and be agreed ; 

Our doctors say this is no month to bleed. 

Good uncle, let this end where it begun : 

We’ll calm the Duke of Norfolk, you your son. 

Gaunt. To be a make-peace shall become my age : 

Throw down, my son, the Duke of Norfolk’s gage. 101 


149. Even in...bosom: 
That is, Mowbray threatens 
to pierce the heart of 
Bolingbroke. 

150. in haste whereof: 
that is, to prove it speedily. 

152. Wrath-kindled : in¬ 
flamed by anger, be ruled 
by me : obey my wishes, 
that is, await my orders. 

153. choler: anger. Here 
is a quibbling reference also 
to the other meaning of the 
word ‘bile’. In Shakes¬ 
peare’s days, blood-letting 
was the accepted cure for¬ 
getting rid of bile as of 
several other diseases. 


155. incision: cut. Carry¬ 
ing on the figure of blood¬ 
letting, Richard points out 
that deep incision (a duel) 
is not exactly a cure. 

156. conclude: get re¬ 
conciled. 

157. no month to bleed : 
According to the doctors 
of the time, spring and 
autumn were proper seasons 
for blood-letting. This 
scene is supposed to take- 
place in April. Richard - 
medical opinion clearly pro¬ 
ves that he is no physician 

160. make-peace : peace¬ 
maker. 
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K. Rich . And, Norfolk, throw down his. 

Gaunt. When, Harry? when? 

Obedience bids I should not bid again. 

K. Rich. Norfolk, throw down; we bid; there is no boot. 
Mowbray, (kneeling) Myself I throw, dread sovereign, 
at thy foot. 

My life thou shalt command, but not my shame : 166 


The one my duty owes ; but my fair name, 

S n • I \ -r A K 5" 

death that lives upon my grave, 

To dark dishonour’s use thou shalt not have. 

I am disgraced, impeach’d and bat'tled here ; 170 

Pierced to the soul with slander’s venom’d spear, 

The which no balm can cure but his heart-blood 
Which breathed this poison. 

/v - Rlcl ‘- Rage must be withstood. 

Give me his gage : lions make leopards tame. 


103. When...when : used 
as an exclamation of im¬ 
patience. 

164. bool ; profit, or ad¬ 
vantage, that is, in dis¬ 
obeying. 

168. Despite . I’rai'e: 

The natural order which 
Shakespeare has here inver¬ 
ted for metrical reasons, is, 
“ my fair name that lives 
upon my grave despite of 

death." 


1 7 °- baffled'. In chi 
'ally, a term for indicting 
infamous punishment upon 
a knight, one part of which 

"as hanging him up by 
the heels. 

174* Lions...tame: Every 
subject must obey the King, 
even as the ferocious leo¬ 
pard has to obey the lion, 
the king among beasts. (See 
Annotations). 
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Mow. Yea, but not change his spots: take but my 
shame, >75 

And I resign my gage, My dear dear lord 

f 'he purest treasure mortal times afford 
s spotless reputation ; that away, 

Men are but gilded loam or painted clay. 

A jewel in a ten-times-barr’d-up chest 180 

Is a bold spirit in a loyal breast, 

Mine honour in my life ; both grow in one ;/ 

Take honour from me, and my life is clone: f 
Then dear my liege, mine honour let me try ; 

In that I live, and for that I will die. 185 

K. Rich. (To Bolingbrokc) Cousin, throw down your gage ; 
do you begin. 

Bolingbrokc. O, God defend my soul from such deep sin! 

Shall I seem crest-fall’n in my father’s sight ? 

Or with pale beggar-fear impeach my height 

Before this outdared dastard ? Ere my tongue 190 


175. change his spots : 
alter his nature. There is 
an allusion to Jeremiah 
(13. 23): “Can the Ethi- 
opean change his skin or 
the leopard his spots?” 
lake but my shame : relieve 
me of the dishonour of 
not accepting Bolingbroke's 
challenge. 

177. mortal times: length 
of human life. 

179. loam : earth. 

182. both grow in one: 
both grow into one. 


i8_|. try: put to the 
proof. 

188. crest-fallen : humb¬ 
led and dispirited. The 
allusion is to the lighting 
cock, whose crest falls in 
defeat, but rises rigid and 
shines wii£ a deep led 
colour in victory. 

189. impeach my height : 
call in question my charac¬ 
ter and position. 

190. outdared : challen¬ 
ged, defied and cowecj 
down. 


3 
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Shall wound my honour with such feeble wrong, 

Or sound so base a parle, my teeth shall tear 
The slavish motive of recanting fear, 

And spit if bleeding in his high disgrace, 

Where shame doth harbour, even in Mowbray’s face, 

[Exit Gaunt. 

K. Rich. (Rising) We are not born to sue, but to 196 
command; 

Which since we cannot do to make you friends, 

Be ready, as your lives shall answer it, 

At Coventry, upon Saint Lambert’s day: 

There shall your swords and lances arbitrate 200 

The swelling difference of your settled hate *. 

Since we cannot atone you, we shall see 
Justice design the victor’s chivalry. 

Marshal, command our ofiicers-at-arms 

Be ready to direct these home alarms. [Exeunt. 


191. feeble wrong .in¬ 

jury showing weakness. 

192. sound . parle : 

apply for a disgraceful truce. 

1 $3. motive : (1) the 

impulse ; (2) the agent or 
instrument, that is, the 
tongue. f 

199. Saint Lambet'sday: 
September 17th. On that 
day, in the year 70S or 
709, Lambert, Bishop of 
Maestrichf, was killed. 
Bolingbroke and Mow¬ 
bray, however, met act¬ 
ually on September 16th. 


201. The swelling...hate: 
the increasing enmity aris¬ 
ing out of deep-rooted 
malice. 

202. atone: reconcile ; 
make at one. 

203. Justice . chivalry: ■ 

The result ol the contest 
will prove justly who is 
the true knight. It was 
believed that God would 
be on the side of the 
righteous knight in a trial 
by ordeal. 

205. home-alarms ; do¬ 
mestic quarrels. 
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Scene II. The Duke of Lancaster’s 
palace of the Savoy. 

Euler John of Gaunt and the Duchess of 

Gloucester. 

Gaunt. Alas, the part I had in Woodstock’s blood 
Doth more solicit me than your exclaims, 

To stir against the butchers of his life ! 

But since correction lieth in those hands 

Which made the fault that we cannot correct, 5 

Put we our quarrel to the will of heaven ; 

Who. when they see the hours ripe on earth, 

Will rain hot vengeance on offenders’ heads. 

Duchess. Finds brotherhood in thee no sharper 
spur ? 

Hath love in thy old blood no living fire ? 10 

Edward’s seven sons, whereof thyself art one, 


Scene II 

1. the part...blood: my 
relationship with Thomas 
of Woodstock, Duke of 
Gloucester. Gaunt was 
Gloucester’s brother. 

2. solicit: persuade, 
move, exclaims: exclama. 
tions. 

3. butchers of his life: 
his murderers. 

4. correction: the power 
to punish. 

5. which... cor red: The 
suggestion here is that as 
Richard himself was 


primarily responsible for 
Gloucester’s death, he 
cannot be punished. 
Gaunt is intentionally 
vague. 

6. Put we our quarrel : 
Let us submit our grie¬ 
vance. 

9. Finds...spur: As a 
brother, do you not feel 
more strongly moved to 
revenge? . 

10. living fire : vitality 
and energy. 

11. Edward's seven sons’. 
See Genealogy. 
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Were as seven vials of his sacred blood, 

Or seven fair branches springing from one root: 

* 

Some of those seven are dried by nature’s course, 

Some of those branches by the Destinies cut; 15 

But Thomas, my dear lord, my life, my Gloucester. 

One vial full of Edward’s sacred blood, 

One flourishing branch of his most royal root, 

Is crack'd, and all the precious liquor spilt, 

Is hack’d down, and his summer leaves all faded, 20 

By envy’s hand and murder’s bloody axe. 

Ah, Gaunt, his blood was thine ! that bed, that womb, 

That mettle, that self-mould, that fashion'd thee, 

Made him a man ; and though thou livest and 
breathest, 

Yet art thou slain in him : thou dost consent 2^ 

In some large measure to thy father’s death, 

In that thou seest thy wretched brother die, 

Who was the model of thy father’s life. 

Call it not patience, Gaunt ; it is despair: 


14. illicit by nature's 
course'- died a natural 
death. 

15. The Destinies ; the 
three Fates of Greek 
mythologv-Clotho, Lach- 
esis and Atropos. ml: The 
suggestion probably is of 
premature death. 

16-21. Here there are 
two metaphors worked out 
in alternate lines. In the 
course of one, Gloucester 
is compared to a vial of 


Edward’s blood. Envy’s 
hand breaks the vial and 
spills the blood. The 
other metaphor speaks of 
him as a flourishing branch 
of the royal tree. It is 
hacked down by murder’s 
bloody axe. All its leaves 
are made to fade away in 
summer. 

- 3 * self-mould: self-same 
mould. 

28. model: image or 
pattern. 
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III suffering thus thy brother to be slaughter’d, 

Thou show’st the naked pathway to thy life, 

Teaching stern murder how to butcher thee : 

VThat which in mean men we entitle patience, 

|ls pale cold cowardice in noble breasts. 

What shall I say ? to safeguard thine own life, 

The best way is to venge my Gloucester’s death. i 
** Gaunt. God’s is the quarrel; for God’s substitute, 1 

His deputy anointed in His sight, 
i Hath caused his death : the which if wrongfully, 

Let heaven revenge: for I may never lift 
An angry arm against His minister. 

' Duchess. Where, then, alas, may I complain myself? 
Gaunt. To God, the widow’s champion and 





defence. 

Duchess. Why, then, I will, Farewell, old Gaunt, 
hou goest to Coventry, there to behold 


45 


30. suffering : allowing. 

31. naked pathway: that 
is, the way to be open and 
unprotected. The sugges¬ 
tion is that Gaunt's life is 
now easily open to attack. 

33. entitle : call. 

36. venge : avenge. 

37. God's substitute : 

namely, the king. At that 
time, the people believed 
that the king was Gods 
regent on earth. 

38. His deputy anointed: 

The king was anointed 


j with the holy oil of conse¬ 
cration at his coronation. 
We find here that even 
Gaunt believes in the divine 
right theory of kingship. 

41. His minister: God’s 
servant, namely, the king. 

43. the widow's champion: 
An echo of Psalm 68, 5th 
verse: “He is the Father 
of the fatherless and defen¬ 
ded! the cause of the 
widows ; ” and of Psalm , 
146. 9: “He deftendeth 
the fatherless and the 
widow”. 



18 


KING RICHARD H 


[ ACT 1 


Our cousin Hereford and fell Mowbray fight: 

O, sit my husband’s wrongs on Hereford’s spear, 

That it may enter butcher Mowbray’s breast! 

Or, if misfortune miss the first career, 

Be Mowbray's sins so heavy in his bosom, 50 

That they may break his foaming courser’s back, 

And throw the rider headlong in the lists, 

A caitiff recreant to my cousin Hereford ! 

Farewell, old Gaunt: thy sometimes brother’s wife 
With her companion grief must end her life. 55 

Gaunt. Sister, farewell; I must to Coventry : 

As much good stay with thee as go with me ! 

Duch. Yet one word more : grief boundeth where it falls, 
Not with the empty hollowness, but weight : 


I take my leave before I have begun ; 



For sorrow ends not when it seemeth done. 
Commend me to my brother, Edmund York. 

Lo, this is allnay; yet depart not so ; 

Though this be all, do not so quickly go ; 

I shall remember more. Bid him—ah, what ?— 
With all good speed at Plashy visit me. 


47. sit : The verb is 
used in optative mood. 

49. career : charge at 
full speed on horseback. 

50. Be Mowbray's sins: 
May Mowbray's sins be. 

S 3 - Caitiff recreant: false 
and cowardly captive. 

58-0. Grief boundeth... 
weight : The Duchess 


speaks of the weight of her 
sorrow causing her to speak 
once more. While balls 
spring up through light¬ 
ness, her grief by its weight 
(intensity) seeks repeated 
expression. 

b6. Flashy : a castle in 
Essex, the official residence 
of Gloucester as the High 
Constable of England. 
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Alack, and what shall good old York there see 
Bat empty lodgings and unfurnish’d walls, | 

Unpeopled officers, untrodden stones ? 

And what hear there for welcome but my groans ? j 

I 

Therefore commend me ; let him not come there, 

To seek out sorrow that dwells everywhere. j 

Desolate, desolate, will I hence and die : j 

The last leave of thee takes my weeping eye. 



[Exeunt. 


Scene III. The Lists at Coventry with 
Heralds, Attendants, etc. 

Enter the Lord Marshal and the Duke of Aumerle. 
Marshal. My Lord Aumerle, is Harry Hereford 
arm’d ? 

Aumerle. Yea, at all points ; and longs to enter in. 
Marshal. The Duke of Norfolk, sprightfully and 
bold, 

Stays but the summons of the appellant’s trumpet. 

Aum. Why, then, the champions are prepared, 
and stay ' 

For nothing but his majesty’s approach. 6 

69. offices : the quarters I with valour and cheer. 

of the servants. 4. Stays but: awaits 

only. 

Scene III champions : oomba- 

3. sprightfully and bold: 1 tants. 
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Flourish of trumpets . Enter King Richard, who takes his seat 
on his throne; Gaunt, Bushy, Bagot, Green, and 
others, who lake their places . A trumpet is sounded , and 
answered by another trumpet within. Then enter Mowbray 
in armour , preceded by a Herald. 


K. Rich. Marshal, demand of yonder champion 
The cause ot his arrival here in arms : 

Ask him his name, and orderly proceed 
To swear him in the justice of his cause. 

Mar, In God’s name and the king’s, say who 
thou art, 

And why thou comest thus knightly clad in arms; 
Against what man thou comest, and what thy quarrel : 
Speak truly, on thy knighthood and thy oath ; 

As so defend thee heaven and thy valour! 

Mow . My name is Thomas Mowbray, Duke of 
Norfolk : 


io 



Who hither come engaged by my oath,— 
Which God defend a knight should violate!— 
Both to defend my loyalty and the truth 
1 ° God, m y king, and my succeeding issue. 


Q. orderly : according to 
proper procedure. 

io. Swear...cause: make 
him swear an oath that 
his cause is just. 

12. knightly clad: armed 
from head to foot like a 
knight. 

15 - As so defend...valour-. 


May God and your strength 
save you to the extent to 
which you are true. 

* 7 - engaged: bound. 

19 - defend: forbid 
(French sense). 

20. succeeding issue: 
descendants. 
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Against the Duke of Hereford that appeals me ; 

And, by the grace of God and this mine arm, 

To prove him, in defending of myself, 

A traitor to my God, my king, and me : 

And as I truly fight, defend me heaven ! 2 5 

Trumpet sounds. Enter Bolixgbroke in armour, 

preceded by a Herald. 


K. Rich. Marshal, ask yonder knight in arms, 

Both who he is, and why he cometh hither 
Thus plated in habiliments of war ; 

And formally, according to our law, 

Depose him in the justice of his cause. 3 ° 

Marshal. What is thy name ? and wherefore comest thou 
hither, 

Before King Richard in his.royal lists ? 

Against whom comest thou ? and what's thy quarrel ? 

Speak like a true knight, so defend thee heaven ? 

Boling. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, and Derby, 

Am I ; who ready here do stand in arms, 3 ^ 

To prove, by God’s grace and my body’s valour, 

In lists, on Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, 

That he is a traitor, foul and dangerous, 

To God of heaven, King Richard, and to me : 4 ° 

And as I truly fight, defend me heaven ! 

Marshal. {To the spectators) On pain of death, no person 
be so bold 


28. plated: wearing 
plate armour, habiliments : 
equipment. 


30. depose him in : make 
him swear to. 

- 32. lists ; enclosure. 
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Or daring-hardy as to touch the lists, 

Except the marshal and such officers 

Appointed to direct these fair designs. 45 

Boling. Lord Marshal, let me kiss my sovereign’s 
hand, 

And bow my knee before his majesty : 

For Mowbray and myself are like two men 

That vow a long and weary pilgrimage ; 

Then let 11s take a ceremonious leave 50 

And loving farewell of our several friends. 

Marshal. The appellant in all duty greets your high¬ 
ness, 

And craves to kiss your hand and take his leave. 

A. Rich. We will descend and fold him in our arms. 
Cousin oi Hereiord, as thy cause is right, qc• 

So be thy fortune in this royal light ! 

Farewell, my blood ; which if to-day thou shed, 

Lament we may, but not revenge thee dead. 

Boling. O let no noble eye profane a tear 
bur me, it 1 be gored with Mowbray’s spear : 60 

As confident as is the falcon's llight 
Against a bird, do I with Mowbray light. 


43 - ilariiig.li,inly : fool¬ 
hardy. 

45 * < h'signs : plans for 
conducting the duel. 

50. ceremonious: with 
customary formalities. 

royal : (1) appointed 
l) y tl,e orders of the kine 


or (•') to be conducted in 
the presence of the king. 

57. Hood : kinsman. 

5 ‘ s - dead \ that is, when 
killed. 

59 . profane a tear : To 
s hed a tear would be pro¬ 
fanation, 

Oo. gored : pierced. 
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[To Lord Marshal ] My loving Lord, I take my leave of you ; 
Of you, my noble cousin, Lord Aumerle ; 

Not sick, although I have to do with death, 6 5 

But lusty, young, and cheerly drawing breath. 

Lo, as at English feasts, so I regreet 

Jhe daintiest last, to make the end most sweet : 

[To Gaunt ] O thou, the earthly author of my blood, 

Whose youthful spirit, in me regenerate, 7 ° 

Doth with a twofold vigour lift me up 


To reach at victory above my head, 

Add proof unto mine armour with thy prayers ; 
And with thy blessings steel my lance’s point. 
That it may enter Mowbray’s waxen coat, 

And furbish new the name of John a Gaunt, 


Even in the lusty haviour of his son. 

Gaunt. God in thy good cause make thee prosperous ! 
Be swift like lightning in the execution ; 

And let thy blows, doubly redoubled, 


65. have to do unlit : 
have transactions with. 

66. cheerly : cheerfully. 

67. rcgrcet : salute. 

68. the daintiest last : 
The last dish in an En¬ 
glish feast used to be con¬ 
fectionery and sweet meats. 

69. the earthly...blood : 
father. 

7^ above my ^ iea ^ • 
beyond me. The sugges¬ 
tion is that the spirit of his 


father would animate him 
to achieve the otherwise 
impossible victory. 

73. proof : strength. 

75. waxen coat : Mow¬ 
bray’s armour would be¬ 
come weak and penetrable 
as wax. 

76. furbish new: add 
new lustre to. John a Gaunt : 
John of Gaunt: ‘ a ’ is pro¬ 
bably a corruption for ' o 

77. lusty haviour : bold 
demeanour. 
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Fall like amazing thunder on the casque 
Of thy adverse pernicious enemy : 

Rouse up thy youthful blood, be valiant and live. 

Boling. Mine innocency and Saint George to thrive ! 
Mowbray. However God or fortune cast my lot, 85 

There lives or dies, true to King Richard’s throne, 

A loyal, just, and upright gentleman : 

Never did captive with a freer heart 

Cast off his chains of bondage and embrace 

His golden uncontroll'd enfranchisement, 90 

More than my dancing soul doth celebrate 

This feast of battle with mine adversary. 

Most mighty liege, and my companion peers. 

Take from my mouth the wish of happy years : 

As gentle and as jocund as to jest 95 

Go 1 to light : truth hath a quiet breast. 

K. Rich. Farewell, my lord : securily I espy virtue with 
valour couched in thine eye. 

Order the trial, marshal, and begin. 

[The King and the Lords return to their seats. The 

combatants mount their horses] 


81. amazing : confound¬ 
ing, casque : helmet. 

84. innocency, innocence. 
Saint George : the patron 
saint of chivalry and of 
England. He was adop¬ 
ted as such only in thv. 
reign of Edward III, 
Richard’s grandfather, to 
thrive : help me to prosper. 

88. freer heart : nore 


sincerely. 

95. jocund : merry, to jest: 
participate in a merry-mak¬ 
ing like a masque or a play. 

96. truth . breast: A 

I truthful man need fear no 

anxietv. 

97. securely : confidently. 

98. couched : 4 seated 

j together ’ or 4 ready to 
! spring.’ 
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105 


I 10 


SC. Ill ] IViriU XUV/miiw « 

Marshal. Harry of Hereford, Lancester, and Derby, 100 
Receive thy lance ; and God defend the right! 

Boling. Strong as a tower in hope, I cry amen. 

Marshal [To an Officer] Go bear this lance to 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk. 

First Herald. (Trumpet). Harry of Hereford, 

Lancaster, and Derby, 

Stands here for God, his sovereign, and himself, 

On pain to be found false and recreant, 

To prove the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mowbray, 

A traitor to his God, his king, and him , 

And dares him to set forward to the light, 

Second Herald. (Trumpet). Here standelh Thomas 
Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, 

On pain to be found false and lecieant, 

Both to defend himself, and to approve 
Henry of Hereford, Lancaster, and Derby, 

To God, his sovereign, and to him disloyal , 

Courageously and with a free desire 
Attending but the signal to begin. 

Marshal Sound, trumpets ; and set forward, combatants. 
' (A charge sounded. As the fight is about mg, n 

Richard throws down his truncheon.] 

Stav the king hath thrown his warder down. 

K. Rich. Let them lay by their he lmets and thei r spear^ 

118. warder: the trun¬ 
cheon of authority held 
by the King as president 

of the combat. 


115 


109. 
vance. 
■ 112. 
116. 


set forward ; ad- 

approvc: prove. 
attending: awaiting. 


& 0 ^ 
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And both return back to their chairs again ; 120 

(To the Lords) Withdraw with us : and let the 

trumpets sound 

While we return these dukes what we decree. 

[A long flourish. The combatants dismount and 

resume their chairs] 

Draw near, (To the combatants ) 

And list what with our council we have done. 

For that our kingdom's earth should not be soil’d 125 

With that dear blood which it hath fostered ; 

And for our eyes do hate the dire aspect 

Of civil wounds plough’d up with neighbours' sword ; 

And for we think the eagle-winged pride 

Of sky-aspiring and ambitious thoughts, 130 

With rival-hating envy, set on you 

To wake our peace, which in our country’s cradle 

Draws the sweet infant-breath of gentle sleep ; 

Which so roused up with boisterous untuned drums, 

With harsh-resoundiug trumpets’ dreadful bray, 135 

And grating shock ot wrathful iron arms, 

Might from our quiet confines fright fair peace, 

And make us wade even in our kindred’s blood ; , 

' V 

Therefore we banish you our territories : 

You, cousin Hereford, upon pain of life, 140 


121. Withdraw with us: 
Richard holds a short 
consultation with John of 
Gaunt and other privy 
councillors. 

122. return: announce to. 

127. for: because. 

128 . civil wo u 11 it s: 
wounds received in civil 
war. 


129. eagle-winged: high- 
soaring. 

130. sky-aspiring: limit- 
lessly ambitious. 

132. wake: disturb. 

134. untuned: discordant. 

137. confines: borders. 
fright: frighten. 

140. pain of life: penalty 
being death. 
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Till twice five summers have enrich'd our fields 
Shall not regreet our fair dominions, 

But tread the stranger paths of banishment. 

■Boling. Your will be done: this must my comfort be,— 
That sun that warms you here shall shine on me; 145 

And those his golden beams to you here lent 
Shall point on me and gild my banishment. 

K. Rich. Norfolk, for thee remains a heavier doom, 

Which I with some unwillingness pronounce: 

The sly slow hours shall not determinate 150 

The dateless limit of thy dear exile ; 

The hopeless word of “ never to return ” 

Breathe I against thee, upon pain of life. 

Mowbray. A heavy sentence, my most sovereign liege, 
And all unlook’d for from your highness’ mouth : 155 

A dearer merit, not so deep a maim 
As to be cast forth in the common air, 

Have I deserved at your highness’ hands. 

The language I have learn’d these forty years, 

My native English, now I must forgo : 160 

And now my tongue’s use is to me no more 

of this exile, dear: affect¬ 
ing the feelings deeply. 

156. A dearer merit: a 
better reward, mam: dis¬ 
ablement or injury. 

157. to be cast...air-, to 
be deprived of home and 
shelter. 

159. forty years: Histori¬ 
cally Norfolk was aged only 
33 at this time. 


.143. stranger: strange, 
unknown. 

1 148. doom: sentence. 

150. sly slow: This is 
the reading of the Quartos 
and the first Folio. The 
second Folio has ‘fly slow'. 
determinate: bring to an 
end. 

151. dateless limit : No 
sdate is fixed for the end 
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Than an unstringed viol or a harp ; 

Or like a cunning instrument cased up, 

Or, being open, put into his hands 

That knows no touch to tune the harmony ; 165, 

Within my mouth you have engaol’d my tongue, 

Doubly portcullis’d with my teeth and lips ; 

And dull, unfeeling, barren ignorance 
Is made my gaoler to attend on me. 

I am too old to fawn upon a nurse, 170 

Too far in years to be a pupil now : 

What is thy sentence then but speechless death, 

Which robs my tongue from breathing native 
breath ? 

K. Rich . It boots thee not to be compassionate : 

After our sentence|plaining comes too late. 1^5 

Mowbray. Then thus I turn me from my country’s 
light. 


162. viol : six-stringed 
guitar. A11 unstringed viol 
is therefore useless, harp: 
another stringed instru¬ 
ment. 

163. cunning : skilfully 
constructed and requiring 
skill in the player. 

167. portcullis'd : shut 
in as by a portcullis, a 
sliding gate in front of a 
drawbridge. Mowbray 
suggests ,.iat two gates 
shut in 1 '■ tongue, the 
teeth and the lips. 

17-. speechless death : a 


state resembling death ancl 
involving the loss of his 
powers of speech. In his 
exile, Norfolk would be 
unable to talk, as he knew 
no language e.vcept Eng¬ 
lish. Norfolk probably 
knew French, Latin and 
German. 

173 - native breath : the 
air of his mother-country. 

174 - oempassionate: in¬ 
i' bulging in self-pity, or 
1 loudly lamenting. 

1 75 - plaining : complain¬ 
ing. 
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To dwell in solemn shades ol endless night. 

K. Richard . Return again, and take an oath with thee. 
Lay on our royal sword your banish d hands ; 

Swear by the duty that you owe to God,— 180 

Our part therein we banish with yourselves,— 

To keep the oath that we administer : 

You never shall—so help you truth and God ! — 

Embrace each other’s love in banishment; 

Nor never look upon each other’s tace ; 1,s 5 

Nor never write, regreet, nor reconcile 

This louring tempest of your home-bred hate ; 

Nor never by advised purpose meet*/ 

' To plot, contrive, or complot any ill 

4 Gainst us, our state, our subjects, or our land. 190 

[The Marshal holds before them the sword of slate] 


Bolingbrokc. I swear. 

Mowbray. And I, to keep all this. 

Bolingbrokc. Norfolk, so far as to mine enemy 
By this time, had the king permitted us, 

One of our souls had wander’d in the air, J 95 

Banish’djtftfs^rail sepulchre of our flesh, 

As now our flesh is banish d from this land . 

Confess thy treasons, ere thou fly the realm ; 


181. ou/r part therein: the 

duty you owe to me as part 
of your duty to God. 

187. louring : looking 
dark and threatening, home¬ 
bred: nurtured in England. 

188! advised: delibe¬ 


rate, pre-arranged. 

196. sepulchre of our 
Jtesh: the tomb of our 
bodies. The human body 
is regarded as a tomb in 
which the soul is buried. 
On death, the soul is 
banished from this tomb. 


4 
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Since thou hast far to go, bear not along 
The clogging burden of a guilty soul. -200 

Mowbray. No. Bolingbroke : if ever I were traitor, 

My name be blotted from the book of life, 

And I from heaven banish'd as from hence ! 

But what thou art, God, thou, and I do know ; • * 

And all too soon, I fear, the king shall rue. 205 

Farewell, my liege.—Now no way can I stray : 

Save back to England, all the world’s my way. [Exit. 

K. Rich. Uncle, even in the glasses of thine eyes 
I see thy grieved heart: thy sad aspect 
Hath from the number of his banish’d years 210 

Pluck’d four away. [To Boling.] S ix frozen winters 
spent , 

Return with welcome home from banishment. 

Bolingbroke. How long a time lies in one little word ! 
Four lagging winters and four wanton springs 
End in a word : such is the breath of kings. 215 


200. clogging burden: 
hindering weight. 

202. blotted...life: con¬ 
demned to eternal perdition. 
The reference is to the 
book of life referred to in 
the Book of Revelations. In 
it were written the names 
of all those who were to 
attain heaven and inherit 
eternal life. “And who¬ 
soever was not found 
written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of 
lire.” (xx. 15) 


205. me: suffer from 
the knowledge of (what 
1 thou art.) 

I 

1 206. stray: wander away 

I from the correct path. 
Mowbray feels that all the 
world except England is 
his home. 

208. glasses : mirrors. 

214. lagging: moving 
slowly, wanton: lively and 

gay. 

215. the breath: that 
i is, the speech. 
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Gaunt, I thank my liege, that in regard of me 
He shortens four years of my son’s exile: 

But little vantage shall I reap thereby ; 

For, ere the six years that he hath to spend 
Can change their moons and bring their times 

about, 220 

My oil-dried lamp and time-bewasted light 
Shall be extinct with age and endless night; 

My inch of taper will be burnt and done, 

And blindfold death not let me see my son. 224 

K. Rich, Why, uncle, thou hast many years to live. 
Gaunt. But not a minute, king, that thou canst 
give : 

Shorten my days thou canst with sullen sorrow, 

And pluck nights from me, but not lend a morrrow; 

Thou canst help time to furrow me with age, 

But stop no wrinkle in his pilgrimage ; 230 

Thy word is current with him for my death, 


216. in regard of: out 
of regard for. 

218. vantage: advant¬ 
age. 

22Q. limes : seasons. 

221. oil-dried lamp: As 
lie is very old, Gaunt 
compares his life to a lamp 
with its oil running dry, 
on account of having been 
burning for a long time. 
time - bcwasled : consumed 
by time. 

222. extinct with : extin¬ 


guished by. 

223. taper: candle. 

224. blindfold death: 
death that blinds. 

227. sullen : stubborn, 
unyielding. 

228. pluck . morrow : 

shorten my life, but not 
lengthen it. 

229. furrow : cut Mines 
in my face. 

230. his pilgrimage: the 
solemn movement of time 

231. current : valid. 
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But dead, thy kingdom cannot buy my breath. 

King Rich. Thy son is banish’d upon good advice, 
Whereto thy tongue a party-verdict gave : 

Why at our justice seem’st thou then to lour ? 235 

Gaunt. T hings sweet to taste prove in digestion soui^_ 

You urged me as a judge! but I had rather 
You would have bid me argue like a father. 

O, had it been a stranger, not my child. 

To smooth his fault I should have been more mild: 

A partial slander sought I to avoid, 241 

And in the sentence my own life destroy’d. 

Alas, I look’d when some of you should say, 

I was too strict to make mine own away; 

But you gave leave to my unwilling tongue 245 

Against my will to do myself this worng. 

1 \. Rich. Cousin, farewell ; and, uncle, bid him so : 

Six years we banish him, and he shall go. 

[Flourish. Exeunt King Richard and train. 

Aum. Cousin, farewell : what presence must not 
know, 

From where you do remain let paper show. :: 0 


232. Bat dead: it dead. 
I,uu: recover from time. 
The metaphor from coin, 
age is continued. 

233. ijood advice: due 
deliberation. 

234. party verdict: as¬ 
senting verdict. 

- 35 * lour: .4 own. 


240. To smooth: to palli¬ 
ate, lessen. 

241. partial slander: 
slander of partiality. 

244. to make... away: to 
1 destiov my happiness by 

banishing my son. 

249. presence: personal 
| interview; we who are 

1 present here. 
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Marshal. My lord, no leave take I; for I will ride, 

As far as land will let me, by your side. 

[Exit A nine lie. 

Gaunt. O, to wha^unffise^osLJhou hoard thy j/ 
words, 

That thou return’st no greeting to thy friends ? 

BohngbroKcTl have too few to take my leave of 


you 


2^6 


f\ 


* 


When the tongue’s office should" be prodigal 
To breathe the abundant dolour of the heart. 
f Gaunt. Thy grief is but thy absence for a time. 

Boling. Joy absent,' grief is present for that time. 

Gaunt. What is six winters? they are quickly 

260 

gone. 

Boling. To men in joy; but grief makes one hour ten. 

| Gaunt. Call it a travel that thou takest for pleasure. 

L Boling. My heart will sigh when I miscall it so, 

Which finds it an enforced pilgrimage. 

Gaunt. The sullen passage of thy weary steps 265 

Esteem as foil wherein thou art to set 


The precious jewel of thy home-return. 

Bolingbroke. Nay, rather, every tedious stride I make 
Will but remember me what a deal of woild 


253. hoard thy words: 
spare thy speech. 

256- tongue’s office: speech. 
prodigal : f u h- 

257. dolour: sorrow. 

258. grief: cause of 
sorrow. 


266. foil: contrast or 
set off: literally, a thin 
leaf of metal usually of 
silver or gold, placed under 
a precious stone to set off 
its lustre. 

269. remember: remind. 
what a deal: how much. 
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I wander from the jewels that I love. 

Must I not serve a long apprenticehood 
To foreign passages ; and in the end, 

Having my freedom, boast of nothing else 
But that I was a journeyman to grief ? 

(jainil. Al l places that the eye of heaven visits 
Are to a ..wise ma n__ports and happy havens. 

Teach thy necessity to reason thus ; 

There is no virtue like necessity, 

Think not the king did banish thee, 

But thou the king : woe doth the heavier sit, 280 

Where it percieves it is but faintly borne. 

Go, say I sent thee forth to purchase honour, 

And not the king exiled thee ; or suppose 
Devouring pestilence hangs in our air, 

And thou art Hying to a fresher clime : 28^ 

Look, what thy soul holds dear, imagine it 

To lie that way thou go’st not whence thou comest : 


in the meaning, because 
an apprentice could be¬ 
come a journeyman only 
after he had secured his 
freedom. Shakespeare 
may also be punning on 
journeyman in the sense of 
a wanderer. 

2 75 . eye of heaven: the 
sun. 

but faintly borne: 
only endured faint-heart- 
edly. 

2 ^ 2 . purchase: win. 
acquire. 


- 7 1 - apprenticehoal: now, 
apprenticeship. 

2 7 2 . foreign passages: 
journeys in foreign lands. 

274. journeyman to grief: 
A journeyman was a quali¬ 
fied workman hired for 
daily wages. Bolingbroke 
compares himself "to an 
apprentice, who had 
finished his training and 
secured the freedom of 
his craft, only to find that 
he had been all the while 
in the service of grief. 
There is some confusion 
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295 


sc. m ] 

Suppose the singing birds musicians, 

The grass whereon thou tread’st the presence strew’d, j 
The flowers fair ladies, and thy steps no more ; 2 9 ° 

Than a delightful measure or a dance ; 

For gnarling sorrow hath less power to bite 
The man that mocks at it and sets it light) 

Boling. O, who can hold a tire in his hand 

By thinking on the frosty Caucasus ? 

Or cloy the hungry edge of appetite 
By bare imagination of a feast ? 

Or wallow naked in December snow 
By thinking on fantastic summer’s heat ? 

worS " '' 

p^n^v's tooth d oth neve r rankle more 

Than w|lpn it bites. __- 

"Gaunt". Come, come, my son, I’ll bring thee on thy way : 

Had I thy youth and cause, I would not sta& 3 °n 

Boling. Then, England's ground, farewell; sweet 

soil, adieu r 

My mother, and my nurse, that bears me yet. 7 jUA''~ sr 

Where’er I wander, boast of this I can, J 

Though banish’d, yet a trueborn Englishman. 


300 


[Exeunt. 


289. the presence strewed : 
the audience chamber ot 
the King strewn with fresh 
rushes. 

292. gnarllruj: snarling. 

293. sets it light : dis¬ 
regards it. 

296. cloy: satisfy. 

297. bare : mere. 


298. wallow : revel. 

299. fantastic : imaginary. 

300. appreliensIon: ima¬ 
gination, conception. 

302. rankle : fester. 

303. lanceth not the sore : 
cut away the venom from 
the bite. 

304. bring : accompany. 
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Scene IV. The Court 

Euler, from one side , King Richard, Bagot, and 
Grkex ; from the other, the Duke of Aumerle. 

K. Rich. We did observe. Cousin Aumerle, 

Mow far brought you high Hereford on his way? 

Aunt. 1 brought high Hereford, if you call him so, 

But to the next highway, and there I left him. 4 

K. Rich. And say, what store of parting tears were shed? 
Awn, Faith, none for me ; except the north-east wind, 
Which then blew bitterly against our faces, 

Awaked the sleeping rheum, and so by chance 
Did grace our hollow parting with a tear. 

K. Rich. What said our cousin when you parted 
with him? i Q 

Aum. “Farewell"; 

And, for my heptt disdained that my tongue 

Should so profane the word, that taught me craft 

To counterfeit oppression of such grief 

That words seem'd buried in my sorrow's grave. ic 


Scene IV 

store of parting tears ; 
abundant display of sorrow 
at separation. 

b. for me : on my part. 

7 - rheum : tears. 

0. hollow : without anv 
sincere feeling. 

1 3 - profane the word: 
Aumerle does not wish to 
nr use the word ‘farewell' 


which expresses the wish 
that the person to whom 
it is addressed should pros¬ 
per. Aumerle does not 
want Bolingbroke to fare 
well. craft: cunning. 

14. counterfeit: simulate. 

1 5 • tha t words .. wave • 
As Aumerle did not wish 
Henry to fare well, he 
pretended to be choked 
with grief. 
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Many, would the word “farewell” have lengthen’d 

hours, 

And added years to his short banishment, 

He should have had a volume of “ farewells” ; 

But since it would not, he had none of me. 

K. Rich. He is our cousin, cousin ; but ’tis doubt, ~° 

When time shall call him home trom banishment, 

Whether our kinsman come to see his friends. 

Ourself and Bushy, Bagot here and Greer?— 

Observed his courtship to the common people ; 

How he did seem to dive into their hearts -5 

With humble and familiar courtesy, 

What reverence he did throw away on slaves, 

Wooing poor craftsmen with the craft of smiles 
And patient underbearing of his fortune, 

As ’twere to banish their affects with him. 3 C 


Off goes his bonnet to an oyster-wench ; 

A brace of draymen bid God speed him well, 


16. many: a niild il ”' 
precation, “by St. Mat). 

20. doubt: very doubt¬ 
ful. 

21-22. When time..-— 
friends: King Richard hints 
that he will not permit 
Bolihgbroke to return to 
England even at the end ot 
his exile. 

24. courtship to: winning 

of. 


26. familiar courtesy: 
undignified familiarity. 

28. craftsmen: artisans. 

29. underbearing: endut- 
ing, (from the sense of pre¬ 
venting his sorrow from 
overpowering him.) 

30. afects: affections. 

31. oyster-wench: fisher- 
woman. 

32. brace: couple, dray¬ 
men: drivers of brewers’ 
carts, speed: prosper. 
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And had the tribute of his supple knee, 

With “ Thanks, my countrymen, my loving friends : ” 

(JVs were our England in reversion his, 35 

And he our subjects’ next degree in hope) 

Green. Well, he is gone ; and with him go these thoughts. 
Now for the rebels which stand out in Ireland, 

Expedient manage must be made, my liege, 

Ere further leisure yield them further means 40 

For their advantage and your highness’ loss. 

K. Rich. We will ourself in person to this war: 

And, for our coffers, with too great a court 
And liberal largess, are grown somewhat light, 

We are enforced to farm our royal realm ; 45 

The revenue whereof shall furnish us 

For our affairs in hand : if that come short, 

Our substitutes at home shall have blank charters ; 


33. had the tribute . 

knee: Richard is con¬ 
temptuous of Bolingbroke 
and speaks ol his readily 
kneeling to the people in 
an attempt to win their 
good opinion. Note that 
the weak-willed Richard 
disapproves of these shows, 
wheieas Bolingbroke can- 
‘makealeg’ without abating 
an iota ol his royal autho¬ 
rity. 

35. ds: as if. reversion: 
right ol future possession. 

3b. A)id he., next d&jree 
in hope: As if our subjects 
had pinned their hopes 


on Bolingbroke as our 
successor. 

39 - expedient manage:. 
speedy arrangements. 

4-}. liberal largess: lavish 
gifts, light: empty. 

45. enforced: obliged, 
compelled, farm: to let on 
lease the right of collecting 
taxes. 

4 ^. substitutes: deputies. 
blank charters: forms com¬ 
pelling payment of money 
in which the amounts were 
lett blank. These were tc 
be Idled in by the ‘substi¬ 
tutes’ at home. 
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Whereto, when they shall know what men are rich, 
They shall subscribe them for large sums of gold, 
And send them after to supply our wants ; 

For we will make for Ireland presently. 




Enter 


BUSHY 



Bushy, what news ? 

Bushy. Old John of Gaunt is grievous sick, my lord, 

Suddenly taken ; and hath sent post-haste 
To entreat your majesty to visit him. 

K. Rich. Where lies he ? 

Bushy. At Ely House. 

K. Rich. Now put it, God, in his physician’s 
mind 

I To help him to his grave immediately ! 60 

The lining of his coffers shall make coats 
To deck our soldiers for these Irish wars. 

Come, gentlemen, let’s all go visit him : 

Pray God we may make haste, and come too late 1 

All. Amen. * 

[Exeunt. 


50. subscribe them : P l, t 
their names down. 

51. them: sums. 

^ 55. taken : attacked by 

illness, post-haste : xvl “ 1 
imperative urgency. 


6 r. lining of his cojjers : 
contents of his safe; 
'lining 1 is literally an inner 
piece of cloth to strengthen 
the coat. 

62. deck: equip, arm 
and clothe. 
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RCT II 

Scene I. London. A Loom in Ely House. 

Enter JOHN OF GAUXT, sick, on a couch with the 
Duke of YORK and others. 

Gaunt. Will the king come, that I may breathe my last 
In wholesome counsel to his unstaicl youth ? 

•r 

York. Vex not yourself, nor strive not with your 
breath ; 

For all in vain comes counsel to his ear. 

Gaunt. 0 , but they say the tongues of dying men 5 
Enforce attention like deep harmony ; 

Where words are scarce, they are seldom spent in vain ; 
For they breathe truth that breathe their words in pain. 
He that no more must say is listen’d more 

Than they whom youth and ease have taught to 
glose ; 

More are men's ends mark'd than their lives before; 

The setting sun, and music at the close. 

As the last taste of sweets, is sweetest last. 


Act II, Scene I 

unstaui: fickle, un¬ 
steady. 

* 

3 * strive.,.hrp.ath\ Evid¬ 
ently Gaunt v ; linding it 
diliicult even to breathe. 

4. counsel: good advice. 
deep: f '-toned. 

> s . in pain: that is. on 
death-bed. 


10. (/lose: flatter. 

11. mark'd: noteworthy. 

i-. close: cadence. 

13. .Is the last . last: 

The last particle of a deli¬ 
cate dish is enjoyed with 
surpassing gusto. The 
suggestion is that the last 
moments of one’s life are 
particularly important. 
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Writ in remembrance more than things long past: 
Though Richard my life’s counsel would not hear, 
My death’s sad tale may yet undeaf his ear. 

York No; it is stopp’d with other flattering 
sounds, 

As praises of whose taste the wise are fond 
Lascivious metres, to whose venom sound 
The open ear of youth doth always listen ; 

Report of fashions in proud Italy, 

Whose manners still our tardy apish nation 
Limps after in base imitation. 

Where doth the world thrust forth a vanity 
So it be new, there’s no respect how vile- 

That is not quickly buzz’d into his ears ? 

Then all too late comes cousel to be heard, 






16. death's sad tale: the 
solemn message I have to 
convey from my death¬ 
bed. undeaf: open. 'I his 
usage is unusual. 

18. of his .. • fond : ' l r ond' 

is Collier’s emendation for ; 

‘found’ of the ist and , 

2nd Quartos. The other 
Quartos and Folios read 
‘ state ’ for 4 taste ’ and 
4 there ’ for 4 the wise ’. The 
First Folio has 4 sound ' for ! 
‘found’. ; 

19. lascivious metres: 

obscene songs. • venom: ♦ 

poisonous. 

21. 'proud Italy: Tl ie 


Renaissance in Europe 
attained its grertest splen¬ 
dour first in Italy, which be¬ 
came the seat of learning 
and of fashion. English 
writers, medieval and Eliza¬ 
bethan, have numerous 
references to the Italia- 
nate Englishman being 
the devil incarnate. 

22. tardy: dull and slow 
of intellect, apish: imita¬ 
tive, that is, lacking crea¬ 
tive talent. 


24. So: provided, res¬ 
pect: consideration. 

25. buzz'd: v^spered^.. 
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Where will doth mutiny with wit’s regard. 

Direct not him whose way himself will choose: 

Tis breath thou lack’st, and that breath wilt thou 

lose. 3° 

Gaunt. Methinks I am a prophet new inspired, 

And thus expiring do foretell of him : 

His rash fierce blaze of riot cannot last. 

For violent fires soon burn out themselves ; 

Small showers last long, but sudden storms are 

short ; 35 

He tires betimes that spurs too fast betimes ; 

With eager feeding food doth choke the feeder; 

Light vanity, insatiate cormorant, 

Consuming means, soon preys upon itself. 

This royal throne of kings, this scepter’d isle, 40 


28. Where will.,.regard: 
where the pleasure-seek¬ 
ing impulses struggle with 
the sense of duty pointed 
out by the intelligence. \ 

30. lose: waste. This 
may even mean that 

«r ^ 

Gaunt will kill himself in 
an effort to advise un- 1 
heeding Richard, 

32. expiring: dying. j 

33. rash: hasty, riot: \ 

heedless conduct. 1 

. 1 

3 <>. betimes: early. 

38; light vanity: the I 

frivolous spirit which shows 
no serious interest in deal¬ 


ing with grave problems. 
insatiate cormorant: unap¬ 
peasable monster. The 
cormorant was the greedy 
crow called in Latin Corvus 
Marinus. 

39- consuming means: 
exhausting its store of 
food. 

40- (' i 6. These lines are 
much admired by Eng¬ 
lishmen. Some of them 
even regard this passage 
as the high water-mark of 
patriotic poetry. 

40. sceptred isle: crown¬ 
ed Brittania who rules the 

waves. 
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This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 

This other Eden, demi-paradise ; 

This fortress built by Nature for herself 
Against infection and the hand of war; 

This happy breed of men, this little world; 45 

This precious stone set in the silver sea, 

Which serves it in the office of a wall, 

Or as a moat defensive to a house, 

Against the envy of less happier lands ; 

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this 
England, 

This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings, 51 

Fear'd by their breed and famous by their birth, 


41. seat of Mars: the 
shrine of the'-war-god. 
The suggestion is that 
England is unbeatable in 
-war. 

4 2. Eden: the garden in 
which Adam and Eve dwelt 
before their fall, demi- 
paradise : almost equal to 
heaven. 

44. infection: contagious 
disease. The Klack Death 
spread into England 
from the Continent in the 
14th century. Since her 
insularity did not save 
England from this infec¬ 
tion, Dr. Johnson suggest¬ 
ed the word ‘invasion.’ 


There have been many 
other equally irrelevant 
and unnecessary sugges¬ 
tions. 

45. happy breed : lucky 
race. 

46. set: mounted as in 
a ring. 

47. office: place. 

50. this earth: The sug¬ 
gestion is that England 
is what makes earth pre¬ 
cious, and hence may be 
described as the whole of 
the earth. 

51. teeminy-.Mnys: Eng¬ 
land has produced a long 
line of strong kings. 

52. by: on account of. 
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Renowned for their deeds as far from home, 

For Christian service and true chivalry, 

As is the sepulchre in stubborn Jewry 
Of the world’s ransom, blessed Mary’s Son; 

This land of such clear souls, this clear dear land, 
Dear for her reputation through the world, 

Is now leased out—I die pronouncing it— 

Like to a tenement or pelting farm ; 

England, bound in with the triumphant sea, 
Whose rocky shore heats back the envious siege 
Of watery Neptune, is now bound in with shame, 
With inky blots and rotten parchment bonds; 
(-That England, that was wont to conquer others, 
Hath made a shameful conquest of itself. 

Ah, would the scandal vanish with my life v 
How happy then were my ensuing death 





53-54 • Renowned -• • • chival¬ 
ry : English kings were 
well-known even in the 
distant Palestine for their 
valour and piety. The 
reference obviously is to 
Richard I s participation in 
the third crusade. 

55. sepulchre: tomb. 
stubborn Jewry: the obsti¬ 
nately unbelieving Judea; 
Palestine, the home of the 
Jews who "cny the divinity 

of Ch: “ 4 . j 

5 ^. world's ransom: The 
refeience is to the doctrine 
of vicarious atonement. ! 


Christians believe that the 
! sufferings of Jesus have 

redeemed the world from 
the original sin and its 
i consequent effects. They 

have been, as it were, the 
ransom paid for man’s sal¬ 
vation. blessed Mary’s Son: 
Jesus Christ. 

00. pelting: paltry. 

63. Neptune: the Roman 
god of the ocean. 

bq. with Inky...bonds: a 
contemptuous reference to 
the blank charters and the 
leases. 
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Enter King Richard and Queen, Aumerle, Bushy, 

Green, Bagot, Ross, and Willoughby. 

York. The king is come: deal mildly with his youth, 

For young hot colts being raged do rage the more. 70 

Queen. Htnv fares our noble uncle, Lancaster ? 

K. Rich . What comfort, man? how is’t with aged Gaunt ? 
Gaunt. O, how that name befits my composition ! 

Old Gaunt, indeed, and gaunt in being old: 

Within me grief hath kept a tedious fast; 75 

And who abstains from meat that is not gaunt ? - 
For sleeping England long time have I watch’d; 

Watching breeds leanness, leanness is all gaunt: 

The pleasure that some fathers feed upon, 

Is my strict fast,—I mean, my children’s looks; Ho 

And therein fasting, hast thou made me gaunt: 

•Gaunt am I for the grave, gaunt as a grave, 

Whose hollow womb inherits nought but bones. 

K. Rich. Can sick men play no nicely with their names? 
Gaunt. No, misery makes sport to mock itself : 85 

70. raged: provoked. 

7 2. what comfort: any 
cheerful news ? 

73. composition: physi¬ 
cal condition. 

74. gaunt: lean. 

77. For sleeping England 

. watched: When the 

English King was not mind¬ 
ful of the glories and 
responsibilities of the state, 

I have been vigilant. 

S 


79-80. The pleasure . 

looks: I have been denied 
the happy companionship 
of my children, though this 
is the normal lot of most 
fathers. 

83. inherits: possesses. 

84. nicely: imaginatively. 

85. misery . itself: In 

an attempt not to surrender 
to sorrow, Gaunt tries to 
treat it as matter for jesting 
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Since thou dost seek to kill my name in me, 

1 mock my name, great king, to Hatter thee!) 

K. Rich. Should dying men Hatter with those that live ? 
Gaunt. No, no, men living Hatter those that die. 

K. Rich. Thou, now a-dying say’st thou flattsrest me, 90 
Gaunt. 0 , no ! thou diest, though I the sicker be. 

K. Rich. I am in health, I breathe, and see thee ill. 


Gaunt. Now, He that made me knows I see thee ill; 
ill in myself to see, and in thee seeing ill 
Thy death-bed is no lesser than thy land, 95. 

Wherein thou liest in reputation sick; 

And thou, too careless patient as thou art, 

Committ’st thy anointed body to the cure 
Of those physicians that lirst wounded thee: 

A thousand flatterers sit within thy crown, ick> 

Whose compass is no bigger than thy head ; 

And yet, incaged in so small a verge, 

The waste is no whit lesser than thy land. 


86 . kill my name In me: 
It looks as if Gaunt is able 
to divine Richard's inten¬ 
tion to deprive Bcling- 
broke ot his ancestral 
titles and estates. 

94. Ill In myself: it is 
bad on my part, or it is 
my misfortune. 

98. co-mmitt'st . bcxly : 

entrust your sacred per¬ 
son. 


101. compass: extent, 
range. 

102. verge: limit (parti¬ 
cularly of the jurisdiction 
ot the King’s household/ 

103. The waste land: 
Gaunt here points out 
that the King’s favourites 
who were only within his 
verge (which extended for 
twelve miles around the 
King’s residence) were able 
to inflict damage (waste) 
cn the entire kingdom. 
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O, had thy grandsire, with a prophet’s eye, 

Seen how his son’s son should destroy his sons, 

From forth thy reach he would have laid thy shame, 
•Deposing thee before thou wert possess'd, 

Which art possess’d now to depose thyself. 

Why, cousin, wert thou regent of the world. 

It were a shame to let this land by lease ; 

But for thy world enjoying but this land, 

It is not more than shame to shame it so ? 

Landlord of England ai t thou now, not king : 

Thy state of law is bondslave to the law ; 

And— 

K. Rich. [Pointing at Gaunt j And thou a 
lean-witted fool, 

Presuming on au ague’s privilege, 

Darest with thy frozen admonition 



i 10 


lu aatic 

”5 


105. son's son: Richard 
II, son of the Black Prince, 
who was the son of 
Edward III. destroy his 
sans: Gaunt is probably 
accusing Richard (1) ol 
murdering Gloucester and 
(2) of hastening his own 
death by banishing Boling- 
broke. Both Gloucester 
and Gaunt were the sons ol 
Edward III. 

108. possessed : under the 
influence of a malignant 
spirit. 

113. Thy state of ...to the 
law : Your legal status now 


is that of a person w ho is 
subject to law, Gaunt is 
suggesting that the sove¬ 
reignty of Richard is lost, 
and he has become merely 
a landlord and so subject 
to the law. 

11 5 - lea'/i<vltt(d: Richard 
! implies that Gaunt’s gaunt- 
ness has extended even to 
his brains, so that he is not 
only lean of body, but also 
of wit. 

1 ib. agues privilege : con¬ 
sideration given to a man 
suffering from fever. 

117- /cozen admonlt Ion : 
unpleasant advice. 
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Make pale our cheek, chasing the royal blood 
With fury from his native residence. 

Now, by my seats right royal majesty, I2 o 

Wert thou not brother to great Edward's son, 

This tongue that runs so roundly in thy head 
Should run thy head from thy unreverent shoulders. 

Gaunt. 0 , spare me not, my brother Edward's son, 


For that I was his father Edward's son 


12 5 


That blood already, like the pelican, ujo-erw 

Hast thou tapp'd out and drunkenly caroused: 

My brother Gloucester, plain well-meaning soul,— 

Whom fair befall in heaven ’mongst happy souls !— 


• May be a precedent and witness good 130 

That thou respect’st not spilling Edward's blood : 


join with the present sickness that 1 have ; 
And thy unkindness be like crooked age, 


120. scat's: throne’s. 

121. great Edward's son: 
Edward's great son, that 
is, Edward the Black 
Prince, who was the lather 
>f Richard II and brother 


of Gaunt. 


122. 

roundly: w i 

thout 

check. 



T - 3 - 

run: sever. 


126. 

the pelican: 

There 


was a mistaken belief that 
young pelicans fed on 
blood tapped out from 
their mother's heart. (See 
Annotation'). 


i-7. drunkenly caroused: 
drained with drunken 
delight. 

i-H). fair befall: may 
happiness await. 

131. respect'st not: does 
not scruple about, spilling 
Edward's blood: killing 
the descendants of 
Edward III. 

133. crooked age: Time 
is often represented as an 
aged ligure. It is appro¬ 
priate, therefore, to speak 
! of him as a crooked ligure. 
He has also a crooked 
sickle in his hand; ‘' 
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To crop at once a too long wither’d flower. 

Live in thy shame, but die not shame with thee! 135 

These words hereafter thy tormentors be ! 

Convey me to my bed, then to my grave: 

Love they to live that love and honour have. 

[Exit borne out by his Attendants , Northumberland follows. 

K. Rich. And let them die that age and sullens 
• have ; • 

For both hast thou, and both become the grave, 140 

York. I do beseech your majesty, impute his 
^words 


To wayward sickliness and age in him : 

He loves you, on my life, and holds you dear 
As Harry Duke of Hereford, were he here. 

K. Ruh. Right, you say true: as Hereford’s love, 
so his ; 


As theirs, so mine ; and all be as it is. 



134. crop: cutoff, too- 
long withered flower: Gaunt 
who had become very old. 

139. sullens: sullenness, 
fits of ill temper. 

140. becomes the gra^.e: 
are lit for the grave. Kven 
this hasty remark of King 
Richard contains a flash of 
wit. Ill-tempered people 
have no business to live. 
Aged people also should 
die. There is a pun on 


‘ grave ’ and ‘ gravity. ’ 

t 

141. Impute : ascribe, 

assign. 

142. wayward sickliness: 
disease which brings about 
irresponsibility and even 

1 perversity. 

145. As Hereford's love, 
so his: Richard deliber¬ 

ately misunderstands York 
to say; “ Gaunt loves you 
as much as Hereford loves 
i you." 
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^0 

Euler Northumberland 

Northumberland. My liege, old Gaunt commends 

him to your majesty. 

K. Richard . What sap he ? 

Northumberland. Nay, nothing ; all is said; 

His tongue is now a stringless instrument; 

Words, life, and all, old Lancaster hath spent, 150 

York, Be York the next that must be bankrupt so ! 
Though death be poor, it ends a mortal woe. 

K. Rich . The ripest fruit first falls, and so doth he ; 

His time is spent, our pilgrimage must be: 

So much for that. Now for our Irish wars: * 155 

We must supplant those rough rug-headed kerns, 

Which live like venom where no venom else 
)hit only they have privilege to live. 

And for these great affairs do ask some charge, 

l'owards our assistance we do seize to us 160 

I'he plate, coin, revenues and movables, 

Whereof our uncle Gaunt did stand possess’d^ 

) orb How long shall I be patient? ah, how long 


1 47 * commends him: 
conveys his respectful ; 
greetings. 

151. haulerupt so: conti¬ 
nuing the metaphor of 
spent and leading on to 
the idea of ‘poor in the next 
line. 

1 5 2 . Though death hr 
poor : though the state ol ! 
death deprives one of all 
possessions. 


• 54 - must be: has to 
continue. Its end is not yet. 

rug-headed: rough- 
headed. hems : Irish foot- 
soldiers. 

> 57 - no venom else: An 
allusion to the absence of 
snakes from Ireland. The 
tradition is that St. Pat¬ 
rick drove them out. 

t 59 * ash some charge: 
call for some expense. 
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Shall tender duty make me suffet wrong ? 

Not Gloucester’s death, nor Herefor’d banishment, 

165 

Nor Gaunt’s rebukes, nor England’s private wrongs, 

Nor the prevention of poor Bolingbroke 
About his marriage, nor my own disgrace. 

Have ever made me sour my patient cheek. 

Or bend one wrinkle on my sovereign’s face. * 7 ° 

I am the last of noble Edward’s sons, 

Of whom thy father, Prince of Wales, was first: 

In war was never lion raged more fierce, 

In peace was never gentle lamb more mild, 

Than was that young and princely gentleman.^ >75 

His face thou hast, for even so look’d he, 

Accomplish’d with the number of thy hours; 

But when he frown’d, it was against the French, 

And not against his friends; his noble hand 

Did win what he did spend, and spent not that lHo 

Which his triumphant father’s hand had won : 

His hands were guilty of no kindred blood, 

But bloody with the enemies of his kin. 

Q Richard ! York is too far gone with grief, 


167-8. the 'prevention . 

wiarrtivje- According to 
Holinshed, Richard pre¬ 
vented a marriage 
between the banished 
Bolingbroke and the 
daughter of Due de Berry, 
uncle of the King of 
France On this occasion, 
it is said, that the Earl of 


Salisbury was instructed 
to spread slanderous 
reports about Boling- 
| broke. 

1 170. bend •••face: cause 

i the least annoyance to the 
King. 

177. Accomplished . 

hours : at your age. 





52 


KING RICHARD II 


[ACT II. 


Or else he never would compare between. 

K. Rich. Why, uncle, what’s the matter? 

York. 

Pardon me, if you please ; if not, I, pleased 
Not to be pardon’d, am content withal. 

Seek you to seize and gripe into your hands 
The royalties and rights of banish’d Hereford? 

Is not Gaunt dead, and doth not Hereford live? 
Was not Gaunt just, and is not Harry true? 

Did not the one deserve to have an heir ? 

Is not his heir a well-deserving son? 

Take Hereford’s rights away, and take from Time 
His charters and his customary rights ; 

Let not to-morrow then ensue to-day ; 

Be not thyself; for how art thou a king 
But by fair sequence and succession ? 

Now, atore God,—God forbid I say true !— 

It you do wrongfully seize Hereford’s rights, 


■85 

0 my liege. 


100 


«Q 5 


200 


itt.S. compare between : 

institute a comparison 
(namely, between you and 
your father.) 

1H9. gripe: grasp greedily. 

19<2. true: loyal (lor only 
the estates of traitors could 
be confiscated.) 

197. ensue: follow, suc¬ 
ceed. 

199. fair . succession : 

hereditary rigid descending 
from tatlv . to son. 

-o 1 -4 if jou do •. .homage: 
When oh 11 of Gaunt 
died. Richard granted 


Bolingbroke letters-patent 
or official permission to 
sue his livery, that is, to 
claim the delivery of Ins 
estate to himself, by 
at tor n eys-ge n e r a 1 (autho¬ 
rized agents). Six weeks 
later, Richard called in, 
that is, cancelled this 
privilege and denied, that 
is, refused the homage of 
the new Duke of Lancas¬ 
ter. By this Richard 
alienated many nobles, 
who refused to support a 
King who revoked un¬ 
doubted and accustomed 
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tyT-Call in the letters-patent^that he hath 
By his attorneys-general to sue 
His livery, and deny his offer’d homage, 

You pluck a thousand dangers on your head, 

You lose a thousand well-disposed hearts, 

And prick my tender patience to those thoughts 
Which honour and allegiance cannot think. 

’ x. Rich. Think what you will, we seize into our hands 
His plate, his goods,.his money and his lands. 210 

York. I'll not be byjthe while: my liege, farewell: 

What will ensue hereof, there’s none can tell ; 

But by bad courses may be understood 
That their events can never fall out good. [Exit. 

K. Rich. Go, Bushy, to the Karl of Wiltshire straight: 215 


Bid him repair to us to Ely House 
To see this business. To-morrow next 
We will for Ireland ; and ’tis time, I trow: 
And we create, in absence of ourself, 


rights (In alarm for then- 
own safety, they invited 
Bolingbroke to return and 
claim his rights and pro¬ 
perty as the Duke ot 

Lancaster). 

202. Letters-patents : that 
is a special written autho¬ 
rization from His Majesty 
conferring rights and privi¬ 
leges. The expression is 
now written ‘letters-patent. 

207. prick: s P ur 011 ' 
incite. 


213. courses, actions. 

215. The Earl of.... 

1 Wiltshire ; Sir William 
Scroop, treasurer of Eng¬ 
land. When Richard 
^ seized Gaunt’s estates, he 
! gave this Earl the castles 
! Sf Pickering and Nares- 
burgh. Possibly this was 
I one reason why Boling¬ 
broke beheaded him so 
i quickly at Bristol. 

217. see : see through, 
attend to. 
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Our uncle York lord governor of England ; 

Kor lie is just, and always loved us well. 

Come on. our queen: to-morrow must we part; 

Me merry, for our time of stay is short. 

[Flourish. Exeunt King, Queen , Aumerle, 
Bushy, Green, and Bagot. 

North, Well, lords, the Duke of Lancaster is dead. 

Boss. And living too ; tor now his son is duke. 225 

Willoughby. Barely in title, not in revenue. 

North. Richly in both, it justice had her right. 

Boss. My heart is great; but it must break with silence. 
Erc’t be disburden’d with a liberal tongue. 

North- Nay, speak thy mind ; and let him ne'er 

speak more 230 

I hat speaks thy words again to do thee harm ! 

Willo. Tends that thou wouldst speak to the 
Duke of Hereford ? 
h it be so, out with it boldly, man ; 
tjmek is mine ear to hear of good towards him. 

Boss. No good at all, that l can do tor him ; 235 

1 "nless you call it good to pitv him. 

Bereft and gelded of his patrimonv. 

North. Now, afore God. Tis shame such wrongs 
are borne 

In him, a royal prince, and many moe 

*h noble blood in this declining land. 240 

The king is not himself, but baselv led 


great : swelling 
with emotion. 

-•-‘o. Ere t f>e : unless it is. 


liberal: free unreserved. 

-37- oelded : emphatic 
for ‘deprived.* 
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By flatterers ; and what they will inform. 

Merely in hate, ’gainst any of us all, 

That will the king severely prosecute 

Gaint us, our lives, our children, and our heirs. 245 

Ross. The commons hath he pill’d with grievous 
taxes. 

And quite lost their hearts: the nobles hath he fined 
For ancient quarrels, and quite lost their hearts. 

Willoughby. And daily new exactions are devised, 

As blanks, benevolences, and I wot not what: 2 5° 

But what, o’ God’s name doth become of this ? 
Northumberland . Wars have not wasted it, foi 
warr’d he hath not, 

But basely yielded upon compromise 

That which his ancestors achieved with blows: 

More hath he spent in peace than they in wars. 2 55 

Ross. The Karl of Wiltshire hath the realm in farm. 

246. pilled: plundered. 

The reference may be pro¬ 
bably to the poll-tax. 

248-9. fined . quarrels: 

•Richard in 1399 imposed 
jines on a number of coun¬ 
ties for aiding the lords- 
appellants in 1387. 

250. blanks: blank char¬ 
ters. benevolences: compul¬ 
sory gifts or loans. Since 
Edward IV was the. first 
to exact benevolences, it is 
an anachronism to mention 
.them here. 

.253-4. basely yielded ••• 


blows : Most of the Black 
Prince’s conquests in 
France had been lost 
before Richard became 
King. But he took no 
| steps to recover them 
and made f r i e nd1y 
treaties with the French 
King in 1393 and 1396. 
He also married the 
French King’s daughter. 

! The only territory he 
himself ceded was Brest 
to the Duke of Brettany 
in 1397. The jingoes in 
England raised a hue and 
cry. 
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Wtflo. The king’s grown bankrupt, like a broken man. 
North. Reproach and dissolution hangeth over him. 

Ross. He hath not money for these Irish wars, 

His burdenous taxations notwithstanding, 

But by the robbing of the banish’d duke. 

North. His noble kinsman : most degenerate king ! 

But lord, we hear this fearful tempest sing, 

Yet seek no shelter to avoid the storm ; 

We see the wind sit sore upon our sails, 

And yet we sti ike not, but securely perish, 

Ross. We see the very wreck that we must sutler ; 

And unavoided is the danger now, 

For suffering so the causes of our wreck. 

North. Not so; even through the hollow eyes of death 

% 

l spy life peering : but I dare not say 271 

How near the tidings of our comfort K 

I Yllhmjhby. Nay, let us share thy thoughts, as 
thou dost ours. 

Ross. Be confident to speak, Northumberland: 

We three are but thyself : and, speaking so, 275 

Thv words are but as thoughts ; therefore, be bold. 


2 bo* 


-•'•if' 



sing: 

gathering 

loive. 



-’" 5 . 

% 

sit 

sore: press 

heavily, 


200. 

strike 

: lower our 


sails, securcl!/: in imagined 
security. 

2b8. unavoi'h'd: unavoi¬ 
dable. 

cot). .<• rit U j : allowing. 


- 7 0-1 . rven . peer lug: 

Nothunibei laud s in s that 
there is a prospect of hope 
even in this situation. 

274. confident: unhesi¬ 
tating. 

270. Thy words...thoughts: 
Speaking to in is no more 
th an thinking by your¬ 
self, because we three are 
one. 
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North. Then thus: I have from Port le Blanc, a 


bay 

In Brittany, received intelligence 

That Harry Duke of Hereford, Rainold Lord Cobham,— 
The son of Richard, Earl of Arundale, 

That late broke from the Duke of Exeter -’8i 


His brother, Archbishop late of Canterbury, 

Sir Thomas Erpingham, Sir John Ramston, 

Sir John Norbery, Sir Robert Waterton, and Francis 

C 

Quoint,— 

All these well furnish’d by the Duke of Bretagne -’85 

With eight tall ships, three thousand men of war, 


279. Lord Cob hum: 
probably Baron Cobham, 
who was impeached in 
1307 for taking part in 
the trial of Richard’s 
favourites in 1388 and 
banished to Jersey. It is 
suspected that a line has 
been dropped out here, 
because Lord Cobham 
did not escape from the 
Duke of Exeter. It was 
the son of Richard, Eail 
of Arundel, who so 
escaped. Malone there¬ 
fore supplied the missing 
line (280) thus; The son 
of Richard, Earl of 

Arundel. 

281. the Dulce of Exeter : 
John Holland ( 1 35 2 . -1 4 00 )* 
half brother of Richard 


and the father-in-law of 
Bolingbtoke. He held in 
custody Thomas Fitzalan, 
sonof the Earl of Arundel, 

1 who was executed in 1 397 * 
He escaped to Utretcht, 

: where he joined his uncle, 
the Archbishop. 

28 Sir Thomas Krpiny- 
ham: («3 5 7— 1 428) had 

accompanied Bolingbroke 
on his crusade in 1390 and 
was one of the few knights 
that accompanied him on 
his banishment. In 1400 
he became Chamberlain. 
At Agincourt he com¬ 
manded the English 
archers. Sir John Ram- 
stoir. Holiiished refers to 
only a Sir Thomas Rash- 
ton. 
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Are making hither with all clue expedience. 

And shortly mean to touch our northern shore; 

Perhaps they had ere this, but that they stay 

The lirst departing of the king for Ireland. 290- 

If then we shall shake oil our slavish yoke, 

Imp out our drooping country’s broken wing, 

Redeem from broking pawn the blemish’d crown. 

Wipe oil the dust that hides our sceptre’s gilt, 

And make high majesty look like itself. 295 

Away with me in post to Ravenspurghj 
But il you taint, as fearing to do so. 

Stay and be secret, and myself will go, 

Ross. To horse, to horse ! urge doubts to them that 
tear. 

Wlllo. Hold out my horse, and I will lirst be there. 

300 
f Exeunt. 

SCENE II Windsor Castle. 

Rater tjneeii, Bl’SHY, and Bagot. 

Rushy. Madam, your majesty is too much sad: 

You promised, when you parted with the king. 


-87. expedience: haste. 

-02. hip out: strength- 
en, repair. “ To imp out 
is to strengthen a falcon’s 
wing by grafting a fresh 
leather in place of a broken 
one." 

broking pawn: 
pawn brokers. Literally, 
the phrase refers to the 
state of being pledged. 


294. gilt: brightness. 

296. Ravenspurgh : an 
important port at the 
month of the Humber, 
now known as Spurn- 
head. 

300. Hold out my horse i 
It my horse holds on. 

Act II, Scene II 

2. with : from. 
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* 


I 


To lay aside life-hanning heaviness, 

And entertain a cheerful disposition. 

Queen. To please the king, I did ; to please myself, 

I cannot do it; yet 1 know no cause 

Why I should welcome such a guest as grief. 

Save bidding farewell to sweet a guest 
As my sweet Richard; yet again, methinks 
Some unborn sorrow, ripe in fortune’s womb, 

Is coming towards me, and my inward soul 
With nothing tiembles; at something it grieves, 

More than with parting from my lord the king. 

Bushy . Each substance of a grief hath twenty shadow 
(which show like grief itself, but are not so ;* 

For sorrow’s eye, gla^d with blinding tears! 

Divides one thing entire to many objects ; k 
Like perspectives, which rightly gazed upon* 

Qjhow nothing but confusion,—eyed awry. / 




10 




»5 


<) 


3. life-liarmlng heavi¬ 
ness : sorrow which des¬ 
troys health. 

4. entertain : keep up. 

5. did : promised. 

6. do It : throw oft my 
grief. 

10. ripe: that is. read) 
to be delivered. 

11. my Inward send : 1> * n 
the depths of my under¬ 
standing. 

12. with nothin1 ‘ sorrow 
which has yet to take a 
name and shape. 


15. shenv: take on the 
appearance. 

16. glazed: dimmed, 
covered. 

18. perspectives : pictures 
so made as to produce 
fantastic effects. They 
present distorted and con- 
f u s e d images, except 
when looked at from one 
particular angle of vision. 
This principle is nowa¬ 
days emplo>ed effectively 
by some advertisement 
agencies. 

19. eyed awry: looked 
at sideways. 
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Distinguish form: so your sweet majesty, 20 

Looking awry upon your lord’s departure. 

Find shapes of grief, more than himself, to wail ; 

Which, look’d on as it is, is nought but shadows 
Of what it is not. Then, thrice-gracious queen, 

More than your lord’s departure weep not: more’s not 
seen ; 25 

Or if it be, ’tis with false sorrow’s eye. 

Which for things true weeps things imaginary. 

Queen. It may be so ; but yet my inward soul 
Persuades me it is otherwise : howe’er it be, 

1 cannot but be sad ; so heavy sad, 30 

As, though in thinking on no thought I think, 

Makes me with heavy nothing faint and shrink. 

Bushy. 'Tis nothing but conceit, my gracious lady. 

Queen. Tis nothing less : conceit is still derived 
From some forefather grief; mine is not so, 3c 


-o. distinguish form: 
show forth distinct shape. 

23. which : that is, sor¬ 
row'. I 

26. false sorrow's eye: 
the eye of sadness which 
sees falsely. 

27. which for...imagin¬ 
ary: Sad people, who have 1 
lost the power of seeing ’ 
things in their true perspec- ' 
tive, grieve for imaginary j 
mistortunes in the mistaken 
notion that imaginary things ! 


Though I am not brood¬ 
ing on anything definite, 
my mind is oppressed with 
an undefined feeling of 
grief. This sadness makes 
me faint-hearted and fear 
that misfortune is about to 
overtake me. 

33 - conceit: pure imagi¬ 
nation, fancy. 

34 . still: always. 

34- 5* conceit Is . yrief: 

that is, every tear of mis¬ 
fortune arises from a real 
cause for it. 


are real. 


30-2. I cannot......shrink'. 
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For nothing hath begot my something grief ; 
Or something hath the nothing that I grieve : 
Tis in reversion that I do possess ; 

But what it is, that is not vet known ; what 
I cannot name ; ’tis nameless woe, I wot. 




i 


Enter GRKKX 


Green. God save your majesty ! and well met, 
gentlemen : 

1 hope the king is not yet shipp'd lor Ireland. 

Queen. Why hopest thou so ? tis belter hope he is; 
For his designs crave haste, his haste good hope : 
Then wherefore dost thou hope he is not shipp’d ? 


45 


3b. for nothing...grief : 
The Queen probably is 
indulging in contradicting 
a common statement, that 
out of nothing, nothing 
comes. She thinks that 
her grief which is very 
definite (something) lias 
issued out of nothing 
(nullity). 

37. Or something. • . grieve: 
Inspired, or, better still, 
infected by the example 
of her husband, the Queen 
fondles her sorrow and 
turns it into a matter for 
conceit. She regards that 
out of something i. e. a 
little known, though 
definitely existing cause 
of sorrow, nothing, 

6 


a formless and meaning¬ 
less grief has come out. 

38. Tis In reversion : J! 
will come to me later. A 

I 

reversioner is a pel son 
who will acquire the right 
to possession of properly 
under some contingency. 
Mis ownership is a matter 
of the future. The Oueen 

• V 

here, howeve r, though 
only a reversioner of sorrow, 
is already actually in 
possession, that is posses¬ 
sed by sorrow. 

40. wot ; know think. 

42. shipp'd: set sail. 

43. better, hope he Is*. 
better to hope that he has 
sailed. 

f- ; . f' 

t 
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Greer,i. That he, our hope, might have retired his 
power, 

And driven into despair an enemy's hope, 

Who strongly hath set footing in this land: 

The banish’d Bolingbroke repeals himself, 

And with uplifted arms is safe arrived £ 

At Ravenspurgh. 

Queen. Now God in heaven forbid ! 

Green. Ah, madam, tis too true i and that is worse, 

The Lord Northumberland, his son young Henry Percy, 
The Lords of Ross, Beaumond, and Willoughby, 

With all their powerful friends, are lied to him. c 

Bushy. Why have you not proclaim’d Northumber¬ 
land 

And all the rest revolted faction traitors ? 

Green. We have : Whereupon the Earl of Worcester 
Hath broke his staff, resign’d his stewardship, 


46. retired: ordered to 
retire or withdraw. 

4S. struiujly: with great 
strength, that is, with a 
powerful army. 

49. repeals himself: re¬ 
calls him-wil Horn exile. 

50. with uplifted arms: 
ready tu attack. 

57- the rest revolted 
fraction : The remaining 
members ol the rebellious 
group. 

5H. Earl of Worcestci : 
Thomas Percy, Earl of 


Worcester, the younger 
brother of Northumber¬ 
land and the first cousin 
i °i Bolmgbroke’s mother. 

He had always been trusted, 
and the Kings of France 
and Spain had immense 
faith in him ; and yet he 
was treacherous first to 
Richard and then to Henry 
IV. He was the steward 
of the King’s household 
and the staff was the token 
j of his office. Worcester 

| broke his staff only after 

Richard’s return. 
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And all the household servants (led with him 60 

' To Bolingbroke. 

Queen. So, Green, thou art the midwife to my wqe, 

And Bolingbroke my sorrow’s dismal heir; 

Now hash my soul brought forth her prodigy. 

And I, a gasping new-deliver'd mother, 65 

Have woe to woe, sorrow to sorrow join’d. 

Bushy. Despair not, madam. 

Queen. Who shall hinder me ? 

1 will despair, and be at enmity 
With cozening hope: he is a flatterer, 

A parasite, a keeper-back of death, 70 

Who gently would dissolve the bands of life, 

Which false hope lingers in extremity. 

Green. Here comes the Duke of York. 

! Queen. With sings of war about his aged neck : 

*0, full of careful business are his looks ! 75 

Enter YORK 

Uncle, for God’s sake, speak comfortable words. 

York. Should I do so, I should belie my thoughts; 
Comfort’s in heaven ; and we are on the earth, 

Where nothing lives but crosses, cares and grief. 

Your husband, he is gone to save far off, Ho 

Whilst others come to make him lose at home : 

Here am I left to underprop his land, 

Who, weak with age, cannot support myself; 


64. prodigy : hideous 
and ominous child. 

If 69. cozening: cheating. 
72. lingers : causes to 
linger, delays. 

74. signs of war: 


armour. 

75 • careful : sorrowful. 

79. crosses: trials and 
| tribulations. 

82. underprop : uphold, 
support. 
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Now comes the sick hour that his surfeit made.; 

Now shall he try his friends that flatter'd him. #5 


Enter a SERVANT 

Servant. My lord, your son was gone before I came. 
York. He was ? Why, so ! go all which way it will ! 
The nobles they are fled, the commons they are cold, 
And will, I fear, revolt on Hereford’s side. 

Sirrah, get thee to Flashy t to my sister Gloucester ; 

Bid her send me presently a thousand pound ; 

Hold, take my ring. 

Servant. My lord, I had forgot to tell your lordship, 
To-day, as I came by, I called there ; 

But 1 shall grieve you to report the rest. 

York. What is it, knave? 

Servant. An hour before 1 came, the duchess di«:d. 
York God for his mercy ! What a tide of woes 
Comes rushing on this woeful land at once ! 

I know not what to do : I would to God,— 

So my untruth had not provoked him to it,— ? 

/Phe king had cut off my head with my brother’s. 

What, are there no posts dispatch’d for Ireland? 

How shall we do for money for these wars? 

Come, sister,—cousin, I would say,—pray pardon me. 




1 

100 


S4. Now comes.. .made: 
His lormer excesses have 
brought out his present 
dekness. 

S;. try : test. 

tfb. Your son teas yune: 
Anmerle had really ac¬ 
companied Richard to 
Ireland. 

«)-. "The Duchess died 


in October, not in July, at 
Barking, not at Flashy, of 
grief for her son's, not 
her husband’s death.” 
(Newbolt). 

101. So my untrutfi : pro¬ 
vided that no act of treason 

i on my part. . 

102. my brothel's'- Glou¬ 
cester’s. 
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1 *5 


£To the Servant .] Go, fellow, get thee home, provide 

, i oh 

some carts, 

And bring awav the armour that is there. 

[Exit Servant. 

Gentlemen, will you go muster men? 
if I know how or which way to order these affairs. 

Thus thrust disorderly into my hands, 

Never believe me. Both are my kinsmen : 

The one is my sovereign, whom both my oath 
And duty bids defend ; the other again 
Is my kinsman, whom the king hath wrong d, 

Whom conscience and my kindred bids to right. 

Well, somewhat we must do.—come, cousin. I II 

Dispose of you. 

Gentlemen, go muster up your men. 

And meet me presently at Berkeley Castle. 

1 should to Rlashy too ; 

But time will not permit; all is uneven, 

And everything is left at six and seven. 

[Exeunt York and Queen. 

husha. The wind sits fair for news to go to 
Ireland. 

But none returns. For us to levy powei ^ ^ 

Proportionable to the enemy _ 


I 20 


i io. disorderly, in con¬ 
tusion. 

i j 5. kindred : kinship, 
relationship. 

116. somewhat: some¬ 
thing. 

117. dispose of you : pro¬ 
vide for your satety. 


122. at six and seven: 
The modern colloquialism 
is, ‘at sixes and sevens,’ 
meaning, ‘in utter con¬ 
fusion.’ 

123. sits fair: blows 
favourably. 

124. levy power: raise a 
force. 
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Is all unpossible. 

Green. Besides, our nearness to the king in love 
Is near the hate of those love not the king. 

Bai/ot. And that’s the wavering commons : for 
their love 

Lies in their purses, and whoso empties them. 130 

By so much tills their hearts with deadly hate. 

Bushy. Wherein the king stands generally 
condemn'd. 

Baqut. It judgment lie in them, then so do we, 

Because we ever have been near the king. 

Grew, well, I will for refuge straight to Bristol 

castle: 135 

The Karl of Wiltshire is already there. 


1 2(). impossible: in 

modern Knglish * impossi¬ 
ble.’ 

127-N our nearness... 
kiwi : Our intimate friend- 
ship with the king has 
provoked the hatred of the 
king’s enemies. 

i-’o that is: they are. 

% 

130. the warning com¬ 
mons: that is, the mob, 
which i> notorious for the 
instability of its political 
opinions. 

130. lies In: is connect¬ 
ed with. 

‘3L btf sc much: to that 
extent. 


132. wherein: in respect 
of emptying the purses, 

> 33 - If judgement...do we: 
If judgment (the power of 
condemnation) is depend- 
i ent upon the commons, 
equally are we dependent 
on the commons. A better 
e x p 1 a n a t i 0 n h 0 we ver, 
would be to connect this 
with the preceding line 
which speaks of the king 
standing generally (almost 
un iversa 11 y) condemned. 
The meaning then would 
be that the king's 
favourites would stand 
condemned, if they aie ta 
be judged by the general 
public. 
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Bushy. Thither will 1 with you ; for little office 
Will the hateful commons perform for us, 

Except like curs to tear us all to pieces. 

Will you go along with us ? 

Bagot. No; I will to Ireland to his majesty. 140 

Farewell: if heart’s presages be not vain, 

We three here part that ne’er shall meet again. 

Bushy. That’s as York thrives to beat back 
Bolingbroke. 

* 

Green■ Alas, poor duke ! the task he undertakes 145 
Is numbering sands and drinking oceans dry : 

Where one on his side fights, thousands will fly. 

Farewell at once,—lor once, lor all, and ever. 

Bushy . Well, we may meet again. 

Bagot. I fear me, never. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. The Wolds in Gloucestershire. 

Enter Bolingbroke and Northumberland, 

with forces . 

Boling. How far is it, my lord, to Berkeley now ? 

North. Believe me, noble lord, 

I am a stranger here in Gloucestershire : 

These high wild hills and rough uneven ways 

Draw out our miles, and make them wearisome ; 5 

And yet your fair discourse hath been as sugar, 


137. office: service. 

138. hateful: full ol 
hate, or hatred. 

142. presages: torebo.l- 
ings, presentiments. 


144. thrives to beat- 
succeeds in beating. 

Scene III 

5. draw out: lengthen. 
0. fair discourse: plea¬ 
sant talk. 
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Making the hard way sweet and delectable. 

But I bethink me what a weary way 

Prom Ravcnspurgh to Cotswold will be found 

In Ross and Willoughby, wanting your company \ 10 

Which, I protest, hath very much beguiled 

The tediouMiess and process of my travel: 

But theirs is sweeten'd with the hope to have 
The present benefit which I possess ; 

And hope to joy is little less in joy l 5 

Than hope enjoy’d : by this the weary lords 
Shall make their wav seem short, as mine hath done 
By sight of what 1 have, your noble company. 

Boling. Of much less value is my company 
Than your good words. But who comes here ? 20 

horlh. It «>» my son. young Harry Percy, 

Sent from rnv brother Worcester, whencesoever. 

Enter Percy 

Harry, how hues your uncle? 

Dircy. I had thought, my lord, -to have learn’d his 
health of von. 

Xoith. Why, is he not with the queen ? 25 

Percy. N’o, my good lord : he hath forsook the court, 
Broken his staff ot ollice, and dispersed 


7. delectable: enj ox- 
able. 

io. wanting: lacking. 

'i. protest: al'lirm. U. 
<iuit&.l : cheated me out of. 
taken me away from. 

12. tediousness of pro- 
e.css: long and tedious 
course. 


15-6. And hope...hope 
enjoy'd'- Anticipation ot 
enjoyment is as pleasur¬ 
able as realisation itself. 

22. whencesoever : from 

wherever he may be. 

24. to have...you: that is, 
he was with von. 
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The household of the king. 

North. What was his reason ? 

He was not so resolved when last we spake togethei. 
Pa-cy* Because your lordship was proclaimed traitor. 

But he, my lord, his gone to Ravensburgh. 

To offer service to the Duke ot Heteford; 

And sent me o’er by Berkeley, to discover 
What power the Duke of York had levied there ; 

Then with directions to repair to Revenspurgh. 

North. Have you forgot the Duke of Hereford boy ? 
Percy. No, my good lord ; tor that is not forgo 
Which ne'er I did remember: to my knowledge. 

I never in my life did look on him. 

North. Then learn to know him now : tins the 

Duke. 

Percy. Kneeling, my gracious lord, I tender von my 
service. 

Such as it is being tender, raw and young ; 

Which elder days shall ripen and conhrm 
To more approved service and deseit. 

Hollruj. I thank thee, gentle Percy : and be 
sure 

I count myself in nothing else so happy 

As in a soul remembering my good friends : 

And, as my fortune ripens with thy love. 

II shall be still thy true love’s recompense ;_ 
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35. repair, proceed. 

42. tender, not yet fully 

developed. 

43, elder (Jays ', age. 
desert: merit. 


47. As in a soul...friends: 
as in the possession of a 
mind, which docs not for¬ 
get friends. 

48. ripens with: grows 
along with. 


44- 
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My heart this covenant makes, my hand thus seals it. 

North. How far is it to Berkeley? and what stir 5 R 
keeps good old York # there with his men of war ? 

Percy . There stands the castle, by yon tuft of trees.. 
Maim’d with three hundred men, as I have heard ; 

And in it are.the Lords of York, Berkeley and 
Seymour ; 

None else of name,and noble estimate. 

North, Here come the Lords of Ross and 
Willoughby, 

Bloody with spurring liery.rcd with haste. 

Enter ROSS anl Willoughby 

Boling. Welcome, my lords. I wot your love 

pursues no* 

A banish’d traitoi : .ill niv treasury 
Is yet but unfelt thanks, which, more enrich'd, 

Shall be your love and labour’s recompense. 

Ross. Your presence makes us rich, most noble 
lord. 


So. covenant : contract, 
agreement. 

S', stir: military move¬ 
ment. 

55- Bcikelry : 1 humus, 

5th Baum. N <,,iovr\ (1355- 
*401) the ‘M. * baron ol 
that name. 

5 ^. whit estimate: high 
rank. 

bo a banished traitoi: 
that is, himseli. treasum: 
wealtn. 


hi -2 which...recompense : 
Bolingbroke promises that 
when his treasury is 
enriched, all the treasures 
will go to reward the love 
and labour ot his follow¬ 
ers. 

91. unfelt: intangible, 

lor he is unable as yet to 

• 

give concrete evidence ot 
his thankfulness. which: 
mv treasury. 
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Wlllo. And far surmounts our labour to attain it. 

Boling. Evermore thanks, the exchequer of the 

poor; '>5 

Which, till my infant fortune comes to years, 

Stands for my bounty. But who comes here ? 

North. It is my Lord of Berkeley, as I guess. 

Enter Berkeley 

Berk. My Lord of Hereford, my message is 
to you. 

Boling. My lord, my answer is—“to Lancaster", 70- 
And I am come to seek that name in England ; 

And I must find that title in your tongue, 

Before I make reply to aught you say. 

Berk. Mistake me not, my lord : ‘tis not my 
meaning 

To raze one title of your honour out: 75 

To you, my lord, I come,—what lord you will,— 

From the most gracious regent of this land, 

The Duke of York, to know what pricks you on 

64. surmounts : exceeds j 
in worth. I 

66-7. which.••bounty: l T n- 1 
til I come in possession of 
my fortune, I have only 
thanks to offer you in place j 
of substantial presents. , 

The word ‘infant’ is pro¬ 
bably used in the legal I 
sense of a minor who has 
to wait until he comes ol 
age to step into his inheri¬ 
tance. * 


70. to Lancaster: The 
suggestion is that Boling- 
broke refuses to answer to 
the title of Hereford. 
He insists on being 
addressed as the Duke ol 
Lancaster, a title of which 
Richard II had deprived 
him. 

74. meaning: here intui¬ 
tion. 

75. raze: erase. 

78. pricks: incites, . 


* —' 
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To take advantage of the absent time, £ 

And fright our native peace with self-born £rins. No 

Boling. 1 shall not need transport my words by you; 

Here comes his grace in person. 

Enter York attended 

My noble uncle ! [Kneels 

York. Show me thy humble heart, and not thy knee. 

W 9 

Whose dutv is deceivable and false. 

Bolinijbroke. My gracious uncle ! X5 

York. Tut. tut ! 

(irace me no grace, nor uncle me no uncle ; 

I am no traitor’s uncle : and that word “ grace ’’ 

In an ungracious mouth is but profane. 

Why have those banish'd and forbidden legs go 

Dared once to touch a dust ol England* ground ? 

I>ut then more “ why. ’—why have tliev dared to march 

• • % 

So many miles upon her peaceful bosom. 

Krighting her pale-faced villages with war 

\nd ostentation ol despised arms? 95 

Doinesl thou because the anointed king is hence? 

Why, loolisli boy, the king D left behind. 

And in my loyal bosom lie* his power. 


79 - die absent time: the 
time of Richard’s absence. 

No. self.born: ‘carried 
by your own authority, 
not the king's,’ or ‘ sprung 

mi England itself.’ 

N-i. deceivable : treacher¬ 
ous. 

No. ungracious: disloyal. 
profane: profanity. 


91. a dust' a particle of 

dust. 

QJ. more "why": more 
questions to ask. 

9 4. pa Ic * faced vill ages: 
villagers who have now- 
become pale with fear. 

95 . ostentation of despised 
arms : barbarous display 
of contemptible strength. 
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Were I but ;iow the lord ot such hot youth 
As when brave Gaunt, thy father, and myself 
Rescued the Black Prince, that young Mars of men, 
From forth the ranks of many thousand hrench, 

O, then how quickly should this arm of mine. 

Now prisoner to the palsy, chastise thee, 

And minister correction to thy fault ! 

Both*. My 8™ cious unclc - let , " ckno ; v my 

On what condition stands it and wheiein . 

York. Even in condition of the worst degree. 

In gross rebellion and detested treason : 

Thou art a banish'd man, and here art come, 

Before the expiration of thy time, 

In braving arms against thy sovereign. 

Bom, As 1 was banish'd, 1 was banish d Hcefoul 

But as I come, 1 come for Lancaster. 

And, noble uncle, I beseech your grace 
Look on my wrongs with an indifferent eje . 

You are my father, for methinks in you 
I see old Gaunt alive ! O, then, my father, ^ 

Will you permit that I shall stand condemn c_ 


1 oo 


no. the lord of youth: 
in possession of such 
lusty, youthful vigour. 

ioo-2. This is a flight of 
Shakespeare's fancy. 

ioi. Mars: the Roman 
god of war. 

104. Palsy: rheumatic 
twitches, a contraction ot 
•paralysis.’ 

105. minister correction: 
administer punishment. 


107. on what condition..■ 
wherein: what is the nature 
of my crime and where 

has it come out. 

10S. in condition: extent, 
state. 

109. detested'- detestable. 
hi. time: time of exile. 
112. braving: deliant. 

1 for: for the title ot. 
116. Indifferent: impar¬ 
tial. 
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A wandering vagabond ; my rights and royalties\ 120 

Pluck’d from my arms perforce and given away 
To upstart unthifts ? Wherefore was I born? 

If that my cousin king be King of England, 

It must be granted I am Duke of Lancaster. 

You have a son, Aumerle, my noble kinsman : 125 

Had you first died, and he been thus trod down, 

He should have found his uncle Gaunt a father, 

To rouse his wrongs and chase them to the bay. 

I am denied to sue my livery here, 

And yet my letters-patent give me leave: no 

My father’s goods are all distrain'd and sold, 

And these and all are all amiss employ'd 
What would you have me do ? I am a subject, 

And challenge law; attorneys are denied me ; 

And therefore personally I lay my claim 1^5 

'To my inheritance of free descent. 

North. The noble duke hath been too much 
abused. 


120. wandering vagabond: 
a homeless wanderer. 
rights and royalties’ privi¬ 
leges and rights. 

1 22. upstart unthrifts : 
base-born spendthrilK 

128. to rouse: a hunting 
term for starting the game 
irom the lair, to the bay: 
until it turns at hav, A 
stag pursued h\ : he 
hounds turns at hav, that 
is, faces Ins pursuers when 
it can run no longer. 


Bolingbroke means that 
Gaunt would have pursued 
the wrong-doers to their 
death. 

13 1 • distrain'd : forcibly 
seized, attached. 

• 34 . challenge law: de¬ 
mand a decision accord¬ 
ing to law. 

136- free descent: descent 
free from all Haw, and 
therefore, absolutely 
direct. 

^37- abased : injured. 
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Ross. It stands your grace upon to do him right. 

Wlllo- Efose men by his endowments are made great. 
York. My lords of England, let me tell you this; 140 
1 have had feeling of my cousin’s wrongs, 

And laboured all I could to do him right ; 

But in this kind to come, in braving arms. 

Be his own carver and cut out his way, 

To find out right with wrong,—it may not be 145 

And you that do abet him in this kind 
•Cherish rebellion and are rebels all. 

North■ The noble duke hath sworn his coming is 
But for his own ; and for the right of that 
We all have strongly sworn to give him aid. 150 

And let him ne’er see joy that breaks that oath ! 

York. Well, well, 1 see the issue of these arms; 

I cannot mend it, I must needs confess. 

Because my power is weak and ill left; 

But if I could, by Him that gave me life, 15c 

I would attach you all and make you stoop 
Unto the sovereign mercy of the king; 

But since I cannot, be it known to vou 

• 

1 do remain as neuter. So, fare you well ; 

138. It stands your grace 

upon: It is incumbent on 
you. • | 

139. his endowments: 

Bohngbroke’s estate. The 
meaning is that the estate i 
is made to enrich base , 

iavourities of Richard. 

143. kind: way. 

144. be his own carver: 
namely, to make his tor- 


tune with the help of a 
drawn sword. 

145* find out: seek. 

• 49 - his own: his own 
rights, and not the king¬ 
dom. 

1/152. issue: result. 

> 54 . ill left: badly 
equipped. 

156. attach: arrest. 

159. neuter: neutral. 
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Unless you please to enter in the castle, 

And there repose you for this night. 

Boling. An offer, uncle, that we will accept: 

But we must win your grace to go with us 
To Bristol castle, which they say is held 
By Bushy, Bagot, and their complices, 

The caterpillars of the commonwealth . 

Which I have sworn to weed and pluck away. 

York. It may be 1 will go with you: but yet I’ll pause ; 
For I am loath to break our country’s laws. 

Nor friends nor foes, to me welcome you are: » 7 °- 

* 

Things past redress are now with me past care. 

[Exeunt- 

Scene IV. .1 Camp in Wales. 

Enter SALISBURY ami a Welsh Captain. 

Cap, My Lord of Salisbury, we have stav’d ten 
days, 

And hardly kept our countrymen together. 

And vet we hear no tidings from the king ; 

Therefore we will disperse ourselves: farewell. 4 

Sal. Stay vet another day, thou trusty Welshman : 

The king reposeth all his confidence in thee. 

Cap. Tis thought the king is dead ; we will not stay. 


too 


105 


164. complices: at om- 
plices. 

166. caterpillars of the 
comv.ixiv.'cuUh: those who 
fatte at the country’s 
expense. 

17 1 • care: worry. 


Scene IV 

1. stay'd: waited. 

2. hardly' with difficulty. 

4. therefore: According to 
Hoi inshed, the delay in the 
king's arrival started 
rumours that he was dead. 
This was responsible, for 
their dispersal. 
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The bay-trees in our country are all wither’d. 

And meteors fright the fixed stars of heaven ; 

The pale-faced moon looks bloody on the earth, 10 

And lean-look’d prophets whisper fearful change : 

Rich men look sad, and ruffians-dance and leap,— 

The one in fear to lose what they enjov, 


The other to enjoy by rage and war : 

These signs forerun the death or fall of kings. 15 

Farewell; our countrymen are gone and fled, 

As well assured Richard their king is dead. [Exit. 

Salisbury. Ah, Richard, with the eyes of heavy mind, 

1 see thy glory, like a shooting star, 

Fall to the base earth from the firmament ! 20 

Thy sun sets weeping in the lowly west. 

Witnessing storms to come, woe and unrest: 

Thy friends are fled to wait upon thy foes. 

And cro ssly to thy goodlall fortune goes. _ [Exit 

8, 9. The hay-trees, etc .: 

Holinshed mentions this 
in his second edition. 1 he 
hay was believed to be 
ominous of some fatal 
accident. Before the death 
of the monster Nero, in a 
very mild winter, those 
trees were said to have 
withered to the very 


astrological sense) suggest 
ing bloodshed. 

r r. lean-look '<1 prophets: 
prophets made lean by 
watching. 

15. signs forerun: omens 
foretell. • 

19. slmting star : sug¬ 
gested by the word 
‘meteor’. 


1 oots. 

9. meteors: It was an old 
belief that heavens them¬ 
selves blaze forth the 
death of princes. 

10. moon looks bloody : 
'l’he moon- presents to- the 
earth an aspect (in the 


21. The sun : Newbolt 
points out that Richard's 
badge was the suu obscured 
by crouds. 'West' may here 
refer to his absence in 
Ireland. 

' 22. witnessing: betoken¬ 
ing. 24. crossly, adversely. 
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ACT III 

Since I. Bolingbroke’s Camp at Bristol 

Enter Bolingbroke. York, Northumberland, 
Percy, Willoughby, Boss: Officers behind, 
with Bushy and Green, prisoners. 

Boling. Bring forth these men. 

Bushy and Green, I will not vex your souls— 

Since presently your souls must part your bodies— . 

With too much urging your pernicious lives, V-' 

For ’twere no charity ; yet, to wash your blood > 

From off my hands, here in the view of men 
I will unfold some causes of your deaths. 

You have misled a prince, a royal king, •- 
A happy gentleman in blood and Imeaments, 

By you unhappied and disfigured clean ; 10 

You have in manner with your sinful hours 
Made a divorce betwixt his queen and him, 

Broke the possession ot a royal bed, 

And stain'd the beauty of a fair queen's cheeks 
With tears drawn from her eyes by jour foul wrongs. 


Act 111 , beetle I 

tvr: trouble. 

3. presently : In Shakes¬ 
peare, nmiieiiiately. part: 
depart from, quit. 

4* urging: emphasising. 

> no charity: not kind. 

5 i f0 wash...hands: to 
absolve myselt ot respon¬ 
sibility for your deaths. 

7 - unfold: disclose, re¬ 
veal. 


9. happy gentleman,..linea¬ 
ments'. one who is lucky 
in Ins birth and beauty. 

10. wihappled : re 11 riered 
miserable, clean: quite, 
completely. 

u. sinful hours: time 
spent in reading a wicked 
life. The charge is abso¬ 
lutely groundless. 

13. broke...bed: estrang¬ 
ed the king from the queen. 
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Myself,—a prince by fortune of my birth, 

Near to the king in blood, and near in love 
Till you did make him misinterpret me- 
Have stoop’d my neck under your injmies, 

And sigh’d my English breath in foreign clouds, -‘O 

Eating the bitter bread of banishment ; 

Whilst you have fed upon my signories, ' 

Dispark’d my parks and fell'd my forest-woods, 

’From mine own windows torn my household coat, 

Hazed out my impresc leaving me no sign, - -*5 

Save men’s opinions and my livin&blood, 

To show the world I am a gentleman. 

This and much more, much more than twice all this, 
Condemns you to the death. See them deliver’d over 
To execution and the hand of death. 30 

Bushy. More welcome is the stroke oi death to me 
Than Bolingbroke to England. Lords, farewell. 

Green. My comfort is that heaven will take our souls, 

And plague injustice with the pains of hell. 


19. have stoop’d-injuries: 
I have been compelled to 
submit myself to the 
injuries inflicted on me. 

20. clouds : lands. 

21. Eating .. • banishment : 
leading the humiliating 
and sad life of an exile. 
There is probably an echo 
of Dante’s description ot 
his exile: “Thou shall 
iind how salt is the taste 
of another man’s bread. 

22. signories- ducal 


estates, manors, 

I 24. household coat : coal 
of arms emblazoned in nr 
! window. 

25. impress : the special 
emblem ol a knight, con- 

1 sisting of his device and 
motto. 

26. my living blood: my 
life beaming the only evi¬ 
dence of my nobility. 

34. plague: punish, Jn- 
j justice: those who are 
I unjust. 
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Boling. My Lord Northumberland, see them 

dispatch’d. 35 

[Eicunt Northumberland and others, with 
the prIsomers. 

I 'ncle, you say the queen is at your house ; ^ 

For God’s sake, fairly let her be entreated: 

Tell her I send to her my kind commends; 

Take special care my greetings be deliver’d. 

York. A gentleman of mine I have dispatch’d 40 

With letters of your love to her at large. 

Boling. Thanks, gentle uncle. Come, lords, away 
To fight with Glendower and his complices; 

Awhile to work, and after holiday. [Exeunt. 

• 1 • 

Scene II. The Coast of Wales. A castle in view■ 

Flourish; drums and trumpets. Enter King Richard, 

tno Bishop of Caki.isi.i-, Acmkrle, and soldiers with 
colours . , 

E.Bich. Barkloughly castle call they this at hand? ' 

Aum. Yea, my lord. How brooks your grace the air, 
After'vour late tossing on the breaking seas? 

K. tilch. Needs must 1 like it well; I weep for joy 
To stand upon my kingdom once again. 5 


35. dispatch'd • executed. 
37, entreated : treated. 

41. at large *• in great 
let.nl, 

44. after: afterwards. 

Scene II 

r. Barkloughly: proba¬ 


bly ‘Harlech.’ Editors 
believe that Shakespeare 
was misled by a scribe’s 
or printer’s error in the 
copy of Holinshed he 
used. 

2. brooks: feels, enjoys. 

4. needs: of necessity. 
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(j^Pats the ground gently) Dear earth, I do salute 
thee with my hand, 

Though rebels wound thee with their horses’ hoofs: 

As a long-parted mother with her child 

Plays fondly with her tears and smiles in meeting, 

So, weeping, smiling, greet I thee, my earth, 

And do thee favours with my royal hands. 

Feed not thy sovereign’s foe, my gentle earth J 

Nor with thy s weet s comfort his ravenous sense ; 

But let thy spiders, that suck up thy venom, 

And heavy-gaityd toads, lie in their way, 

'Doing annoyance to the treacherous feet 

Which with usurping steps do trample thee: 

Yield stinging.nettles to mine enemies ; 

— • ypke. Lords 

And when they from thy bosom pluck a flower. 

Guard it, I pray thee, with a lurking adder, 

Whose double tongue may with a mortal touch 
Throw death upon thy sovereign’s enemies. 

Mock not my senseless conjuration, loids: .. 

This earth shall have a feeling and these s’ones^j 




V 


-.* ! 


■j . 


•5 


»: •’ 

1 '20 


6. with my hand : pro¬ 
bably snatching a handful of 
earth. 

8. long-parted : separat¬ 
ed for a long t i m e. with : 

from. 

13. ravenous sense: > n - 
satiable appetite: greed y 
hunger. 

15. hoavy*galted - leaden- 
pace d, slow - moving, in 


their way: across the path ol 
the rebels. 

i(>. annoyance:, serious 
harm, 

i 8. yield: grow. 

21. dc/uhle tongue: forke<' 
'tongue. 

2}. senseless conjuration : 

foolish address (since it io 
addressed to senseless 
objects.) ‘ * 
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Vovc irmed soldiers, ere her native king 
*>hall I alter under foul rebellion's arms. 

Car. hear not, my lord; that Power that made you king 
Hath power to keep you king in spite of all. 

The means that heaven yields must be embraced, 

And not neglected ; else, if heaven would, 30 

And we uil not, heaven's offer we refuse, 

The proffer’d means of succour and redress. 

Attm. He means, my lord, that we are too remiss; 

Whilst Bolingbroke, through our security, 

(I rows strong and great in substance and in power. 35 

K. Rich. Discomfortable cousin ! know’st thou not 
That when the searching eye of heaven is hid, 

Behind the globe, that lights the lower world, 

1‘hen thieves and robbers range abroad unseen 
In murders and in outrage, bloody here; 40 

t'»ut when from under this terrestrial ball 
He (ires the proud tops of the eastern pines 


-5. native : hv right of 
brith. 

-9• embrac'd : utilized. 

3*. proffer'd offered, 
tendered, succour and 
ndress: relief and re¬ 
medy. 

33 - remiss : negligent. 

3 - 1 - security : careless¬ 
ness, heedlessness. 

35 - in substaiicc and }u 
jxrwer: command over men 
and money. 


3b. Discomfortable : dis¬ 
couraging. 

37. eye of heaven: sun. 
Richard seems to be 
vaguely a n din a senti¬ 
mental way identifying 
himself with the sun. It 
was figured in his badge. 
His temporary difficulties 
seem to him only a night 
to be followed by the in¬ 
evitable sunrise. 

« 

4 1 • terrestrial: earthy. 

4-’. fires: illumines. 
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And darts his light through every guilty hole. 

Then murders, treasons and detested sins, 

Thu cloak of night being pluck’d from off their backs, 45 
Standbare and naked trembling at themselves? 

So when this thief, this traitor, Bolingbroke,- 
Who all this while hath revell’d in the night. 

Whilst we were wandering with the Antipodes, 

Shall see us rising in our throne, the east, ;>° 

His treasons will sit blushing in his face, 

Not able to endure the sight of day. 

But self-affrighted tremble at his sin. 

V 0 t all the water in the rough rude sea 
Can.wash the balm from an anointed king; 

The breath of wQrldly men cannot depose 
SJ'he deputy elected by the Lord : 

Bor every man that Bolingbrokc hath prsse’d 
To lilt shrewd*steel against our golden crown, 

■God for his Richard hath in heavenly pay 60 

\ glorious angel: then, if angels light. 

Weak men mnst fall, for heaven still guards the r.ght. 


4S. (juMv Iwlc: pl ace 

where criminals lie con¬ 
cealed. 

49. wanderlv/j with the 
Antipodes : Richard com¬ 

pares his absence m 
Ireland to the sun shining 
in America, while it is night 

in Europe. 

53. self’ a J!} r l'Vhtod: 
frightened by his own 
guilty conscience. 


55. balm : the holy oil 
which is smeared on the 
king during coronation. 

56. ivorldly ; merely 
earthly, having nothing 
divine. 

57. elected : chosen. 

51. press'd: forcibly re¬ 
cruited. 

59. shrewd : sharp. 
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Enter Salisbury 

Welcome, my lord : how tar off lies your power ? 

Sails . Nor near nor further off, my gracious lord, 

Than this weak arm : discomfort guides my tongue, 

And bids me speak of nothing but despair. 66 

One day too late, I fear, my noble lord, 

Hath clouded all thy happy days on earth; 

O, call back yesterday, bid time return, 

And thou shalt have twelve thousand fighting men ! 

To-day, to-day, unhappy day, too late, 71 

O’erthrows thy joys, friends, fortune and thy state; 
hor all the Welshmen, hearing thou wert dead, 

Arc gone to Bolingbroke, dispersed and tied. 74 

Avm. Comfort, my liege: why looks your grace so- 
pale? 

A. Rich. But now the blood of twenty thousand 
men 

Hid triumph in my face, and they are lied; 

And, till so much blood thither come again 
Have I not reason to look pale and dead? 

All souls that will be safe, fly from my side; 80 

1’or time hath set a blot upon my pride. 

Awn. Comfort, my liege ; remember who you are 
K. Rich. I had forgot myself : am I not king ? 

Awake, thou sluggard majesty ! thou sleepest. 

Is not the king’s name forty thousand names? 85 

Arm, arm, my name ! a puny subject strikes 
At thy great glory. Look not to the ground, 


° 5 - discomfort ; sense ; 80. will: wish to. 

ot impending trouble. 

79 . 1) a l e arid dead: 
deadly pale. 


81. blot : stain 
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, Ye favourites of a king: are we not high ? 

High be our thoughts: I know my uncle York 
Hath power enough to serve our turn. But who come.'. 
„ here ? 

t 

Enter Sir Stephen Scroop 


Scroop. More health and happiness betide my liege 
Than can my care-tuned tongue deliver him ! ; 

K. Rich. Mine ear is open and my heart prepared: 

The worst is worldly loss thou canst untold. 

Say, is my kingdom lost ? why, 'twas my care; 95 

And what loss is it to be rid of care ? 

Strives Bolingbrokc to be as great as we ? 

Greater he shall not be; if he serve God, 

We’ll serve Him too, and be his fellow so: 

Revolt our subjects? that we cannot mend; 

They break their faith to God as well as usfl • 

Cry woe, destruction, ruin, loss, decay; 

The worst is death, and death will have his day. 

Scroop■ Glad am I that your highness is so arm’d 
To bear the tidings of calamity. I0 5 

Like an unseasonable stormy day, 

Which makes the silver rivers drown their shores, 

As if the world were all dissolved to tears; 

So high above his limits swells the rage 


90. to serve our turn: to 
help our purpose. 

91. betide: befall, occur, 
happen to. 

92. care-tuned: attuned 
by sorrow, deliver: com¬ 
municate. 


95. 'twas my care: it 
was my source of anxiety. 

99. so: in that respect. 

103. death will have his 
day : no one can escape 
death. 

109. limits: proper level 
or position. 
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Of Bolingbroke, covering your fearful land 
With hard bright steel and hearts harder than steel. 
White-beards have arm’d their thin and hairless scalps 
Against thy majesty; and boys with women’s voices 
Strike to speak big, and clap their female joints 
In stiff unwieldy arms against thy crown; 
fi'hy very beadsmen learn to bend their bows 
fof double-fatal yew against the state; 

Yea, distaff-women manage rusty bills 
Against thy seat: both young and old rebel, 

And all goes worse than l have power to tell. 

K. Rich. Too well, too well thou tell’st a tale so ill. 
Where is the Earl of Wiltshire? where is Bagot? 
What is become of Bushy ? where is Green ? 

That they have let the dangerous enemy 


no 


i»5 


120 


no. fearful: panic- 
stricken. 

114. female : weak, dedi¬ 
cate and sma 11 as a 
woman’s. 

116. headsmen: old men, 
pensioners, who told their 
beads praying for the wel¬ 
fare of the souls of their 
patron. 

117. (k:> ? ns-fatal: doubly 

fatal: called because 

the leaves of the yew are 
poisor and the wood is 
employed for instruments 
of death. (Warburton). 


1 118. distaff■ women: mean- 

! ing humble women in 
j private life, unaccustomed 
to warfare, bills : The 
bill was a famous infantry- 
weapon in the English 
j army. 

! 122. where Is Bagot ?: 

Either the text is corrupt, 
! or Shakespeare is care- 
1 less. Bagot fled to Ireland 
(II. 2.141) and joined 
Rich a r d ther c, f o r 
Richard speaks in line 
142 of three Judases and 
j not four. Theobald there- 
fore suggested ‘He got 
for ‘Bagot*. 
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Measure out confines with peaceful steps? 

If we prevail, their heads shall pay for it: 

1 warrant they have made with peace with Bolingbro 
Scroop. Peace have they made with him, indeed, 
My lord. 


i2<; 



K. Rich. O villains, vipers, damn'd without 
redemption ! 

Dogs, easily won to fawn on any man ! 130 

Snakes, in mv heart-blood warm’d, that sting my 
heart! 


Three Judases, each one thrice worse than Judas ! 

Would they make peace? terrible hell make war 
Upon their spotted souls for this offence ! 

Scroop. Sweet love, I see. changing his property, 

Turns to the sourest and most deadly hate: * 3 ^ 

Again uncurse their souls ; their peace is made 
With heads, and not with hands: those whom you 
curse 


Have felt the worst of death’s destroying wound. 


125. measure our con¬ 
fines: march from end to 
•end of our country. 

126. prevail : win. 

130. Dogs...man: There 
may be an allusion to 
Froissart’s s t o r y that 
Richard’s dog, Math, for¬ 
sook its old master, when 
he was deposed, and 
•fawned upon the successful 
Bolingbroke. 

132, Judas: ] udas 
Jscariot, one of the dis¬ 


ciples of Jesus Christ, who 

betraved him to his 

* 

enemies. 

134. spotted: stained, 
tainted, guilty. 

135. property : charac¬ 
teristic quality. 

137. uncurse : remove 
the curses 11 o*«*. 

137-8. their peace .. .hands : 
Their conilct with Bolmg- 
brokc ended with their 
death and not with their 
submission. 
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And lie full low, graved in the hollow ground. 140 

Aim. Is Rushy, Green, and the Earl of Wiltshire 
dead ? 

Scroop■ Yea, all of them at Bristol lost their heads. 

Aum. Where is the duke my father with his 
power ? 

K Rich . No matter where; of comfort no man 
r speak; 

Let's talk of graves, of worms and epitaphs ; j * 45 * 

Make dust our paper and with rainy eyes 
Write sorrow on the bosom of the earth. \ 

I 

Let’s choose executors and talk of wills : > 

And yet not so,—for what can we bequeath 

Save our deposed bodies to the ground? . * 5 ^ 

Our lands, our lives, and all are Bolingbroke’s 

And nothing can we call our own but death, 

And that small model of the barren earth 
Which serves as paste and cover to our bones. 

For God’s sake, let us sit upon the ground. >55 

And tell sad stories of the death of kings; 

How some have been depossed; some shin in war ; 


i -jo. growl . [pound : 

buried in graves. 

148. executors: those 
charged with the earning 
out the terms of a will or 
testament. 

153. model: p a 11 e r n. 
type, mould. The body was 
believed to be the universe 
on a small scale. 


154. which . bones : 

which is our bodv. 

156. sad storks: such as- 
appeared in L y d ga te's 
Falls of Princes and in the 
Mirror for Magistrates , 
which incidentally con¬ 
tained the sad story of 
Richard II. 
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Some haunted by the ghosts they have deposed ; 

Some poison’d • by their wives; some sleeping 
kill’d; 

All murder’d^ forwithin the hollow crown 160 

That rounds the mortal temples of a king 
Keeps Death his court; and there the antic sitsj) 

Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp ; 

Allowing him a breath, a little scene. 

To monarchize, be fear’d and kill with looks ; 165 

Infusing him with self and vain conceit, 

As if this flesh', which walls about our life, 

Were brass impregnable; and, humour’d thus, 

Comes at the last, and with a little pain 

Bores through his castle-wall, and—farewell, king ! 170 


158. ghosts: the ghosts 
of those w h 0 m t h e y 
deposed. Possibly Shakes¬ 
peare was thinking of 
Richard III, Brutus and 
Macbeth. 

159. some poisoned . 

wives: for example, Clau¬ 
dius, Emperor of Rome, 
was poisoned by his 
fourth wife Agrippina, 
m other of Nero, some 
sleeping killed : e.g. Ham¬ 
let’s father. 

161. rounds: surrounds. 

162. antic: a buffoon. 
This passage was probably 
suggested by an illustration, 
entitled ‘The Dance' of 
Death,’ by Holbein. A 


king is found in council 
with his courtiers, while 
a grinning skeleton, rising 
from behind, removes the 
j crown. 

i 163. scoffing his state: 

mocking at his kingly 
1 power. 

164. a breath: a breath- 
l ing space, a ^liort time. 

165. To monarchize: to 
play the king. 

166. self and vain conceit: 
vain self-conceit. 

» I 

168.- humour'd thus: 
After the king has been 
humoured into thinking his 
body to be impregnable, 
death comes. 
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Cover your heads and mock not llesli and blood 
With solemn reverence ; throw away respect. 

Tradition, lorm and ceremonious duty; 

For you have but mistook me all this while; 

I live with bread lik you, feele want, taste grief, * 75 - 

Need friends: subjected thus, 

How can you say to me, I am a king ? 

Car. My lord, wise men ne'er sit and wail their woes, 

But presently prevent the ways to wail. 

To fear the foe, since fear oppressed) strength, 180 

Gives, in your weakness, strength unto your foe, 

And so your follies tight against yourself. 

'Fear, and be slain ; no worse can come to fight: 

And and die is death destroying death ; 

Where fearing dying pavs death servile breath, 185 

Aum. Mv father hath a power; inquire of him, 

And learn to make a body of a limb. 

K. Rich. Thou chidest me well: proud Boling, 
broke, 1 come 


171. Cover your head s: 
L)o not uncover your 
heads, to show respect to 
one who is merclv made 
of tlesh and blood like 
yourselves. 

173. ceremonious duty, the 
l or m a I rites due to 
majesty. 

17b. subjected: exposed 
to the sufferings of a 
subject. 

178. wall : lament over. 

180. fear oppresseth 


| strength : fear prevents 
• strength from slio w i n g 
itself. 

183. to fight: through 
lighting. 

184-5. And fight . 

breath: It we die lighting, 
we destroy the fear of 
death. If we are airaid to 
die, we pay homage to the 
power of death. 

187. make a body of a 
limb: make the most of 
your resources. 
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To change blows with thee for our clay of doom. 

This ague lit of fear is over-blown ; > 9 ° 

An easy task it is to win our won. 

Say, Scroop, where lies our uncle with his power ? 

Speak sweetly, man, although thy looks be sour. 

Scroop. Men judge by the complexion of the sky 
The state and inclination of the day; ‘95 

So may you by my dull and heavy eye. 

My tongue hatlvbut a heavier talc to say. 

I play the torturer, by small and small 
To lengthen out the worst that must be spoken : 

Your uncle York is join’d with Bolingbroke," 200 

And all your northern castles yielded up, 

And all your southern gentlemen in arms 
Upon his party. 

K. Rich. Thou hast said enough. 

[To Aumerle ] Beshrew thee, cousin, which didst lead me tortb 
Of that sweet way I was in to despair ! 20 5 

What say you now ? what comlort have we now ? 

By heaven, I’ll hate him everlastingly 
That bids me be of comfort any more. 

Go to Flint castle : there i’ll pipe away ; 

A king, woe’s slave, shall kingly woe obey ; 2,0 

That power I have, discharge ; and let them go 


189. change: exchange. 

190. over-blown : passed 
over. 

195. Inclination : ten¬ 
dency. 

197. heavier: sadder. 

198. by small and small: 
by degrees. 


199. to lengthen out: to 
torture by stretching out. 

202. upon his parly : 
taking his part. 

205. Beshrew : a mild 
imprecation or curse. 

205. 0 f\ out of. 
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To ear the land that hath some hope to grow, 

For I have none : let no man speak again 
To alter this, for counsel is but vain. 

Aum. My liege, one word. 

K. Rich. He does me double wrong 215 

That wounds me with the flatteries of his tongue. 

Discharge my followers : let them hence away, ' ' 

From Richard’s night to Bolingbroke’s fair day. - 

[Exeutti. 

t 

, Scene III. T Vales. Before Flint castle. 

'Enter, with drum and colours , BOLINGBROKE and Forces ; 
York, Northumberland, and others. 

Bollruj. So that by this intelligence we learn 
The Welshmen are dispersed, and.Salisbury • 

Is gone to meet the king, who lately landed 
With some few private friends upon this coast. 

North. The news is very fair and good, my lord : 5 

Richard not far from hence hath hid this head. 

York. It would beseem the Lord Northumberland 
To say “King Richard”: alack the heavy day 
When such a sacred king should hide his head! 

North. Your grace mistakes ; only to be bi iefl 10 

Left I his title out. ' 

York. The time hath been, 

Would you have been so brief with him, he would 
Have been so brief with you, to shorten yon, 

7. beseem: be proper 
for. 

12. Would you have : if 
you had. 


212. car the haul: plough 
the laud. 

Act Li, Scene 3. 

1. Intelligence:' news. 
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For taking so the head, your whole head's length. 

Bolltuj. Mistake not, uncle, further than you 

should. 15 

York. Take not, good cousin, further than you should, 
Le->t you mistake, the heavens are o’er our heads. 

Boling. I know it, uncle, and oppose not 
myself 

Against there will. But who comes here ? 

Enter Percy. 

Welcome, Harry: what, will not this castle yield ? 20 

Percy. The castle royally is mann’d, my lord, 

Against thy entrance. 

Boling. Royally ! 

Why, it contains no king? 

Percy. Yes, my good lord. 

It doth contain a king ; King Richard lies 25 

Within the limits of you lime and stone : 

And with him are the Lord Aumerle. Lord Salisbury, 

Sir Stephen Scrop, besides a clergyman 
Of holy reverence ; who, I cannot learn. 

North. O, belike it is the Bishop of Carlisle. 30 

Boling. Noble lords. 

Go to the rude ribs of that ancient castle ; 


14. For taking so the 
head : for omitting the 
title. The passage might 
also suggest a reflection 
that Northumberland is 
taking a leading part in 
the conspiracy. 

17. lest you mistake . 

heads: lest you forget that 

9 


God in His heaven is a 
witness to your crime. 

26. lime and stone: con¬ 
temptuous reference to 
the castle. 

30. belike: very likely. 

32. rude ribs: rough 
walls, 
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> v * 

Through brazen trumpet send the breath of parle 
Into his ruin’d ears, and thus deliver; 

Henry Bolingbroke 35 

On both his knees doth kiss King Richard’s hand, 

And sends allegiance and true faith of heart 
To his most royal person ; hither come 
Even at his feet to lay my arms and power, 

Provided that my banishment repeal’d 40 

And lands restored again be freely granted; 

If not, I’ll use the advantage of my power, 

And lay the summer’s dust with showers of blood 
Rain’d from the wounds of slaughter’d Englishmen; 

The which, how far off from the mind of Bolingbroke 
It is, such crimson tempest should bedrench 46 

The fresh green lap of fair King Richard’s land, 

My stooping duty tenderly shall show. 

Go, signify as much, while here we march 
Upon the grassy carpet of this plain, 50 

(Northumberland and others advance to the castle with 
trumpets ) 

Let’s march without the noise of threatening drum, 

That from this castle’s tatter’d battlements 
Our fair appointments may be well perused. 

Methinks King Richard and myself should meet 


33. send the...parle: pro¬ 
claim your intention to 
negotiate. 

34. his ruin'd cars : the 
shattered windows of the 
castle. 

lay: keep down. 


46. crimson tempest: 
showers of blood. 

48. stooping duty : hum¬ 
ble homage. 

5.'. tatter'd- ruined. 

53. apjxjlntments: equip¬ 
ment. perused : observed. 
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With no less terror then the elements 
Of fire and water, when their thundering shock 

I 

At meeting tears the cloudy cheeks of heaven. 

Be he the fire, I’ll be the yielding water : 

The rage be his, whilst on the earth I rain 
My waters,—on the earth, and not on him. 

March on, and mark King Richard how he looks. 

A parle sounded, and answered by another trumpet within. 
Flourish. Enter on the walls, King Richard, th# 
Bishop of Carlisle, Ad me rle, Sc rood, and 
Salisbury. 

Percy. See, see, King Richard doth himself appear 


5* 


60 


55. terror: terribleness. 

55-7. the elements ••• clieeks 
of heaven: The reference 
here is to thunder and 
lightning. Formerly 
thunder-storms were be¬ 
lieved to be caused by the 
meeting in the heavens of 
fire and water. 

58. Be he...water: Conti¬ 
nuing the ligure of the 
thunder-storm, Boling- 
broke compares Richard 
to the lightning and him¬ 
self to the rain which 
falls on earth, probably 
suggesting that he will 
himself prostrate on the 
ground. Richard m i g h t 
continue to shine and 
illumine like a bright flash 
of lightning. 

60. on Vie earthy and not 
cm him Pursuing the 


metaphor of the water- 
laden storm cloud, Boling- 
broke says that while the 
life-giving waters will make 
the earth fruitful, it would 
not quench the lire of the 
king, that is, dim his glory. 
Reduced to blank prose, 
this would amount to a 
declaration that Boling- 
broke would use his force 
for the bene lit of the 
country and not to harm 
the king. 

62-7. The Quarto’s and 
Folios give this speech to 
Bolingbroke. But modern 
editors do not find it 
characteristic of Boling- 
broke and have assigned 
it to other persons. Dyce 
gave it to Percy, Hanmer 
to Yor k a n d K e e n tfi. 
Northumberland. 
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As doth the blushing discontented sun 
From out the fiery portal of the east, 

When he perceives the envious Clouds are bent 65 

■To dim his glory and to stain the track (x K ' ,J 
v Of his bright passage to the Occident. 

York. Yet looks he like a king : behold, his eye, 

As bright as is the eagle's, lightens forth 
Controlling majesty : alack, alack, for woe, 70 

That any harm should stain so fair a show ! 

K Rich. [To North.] We are amazed ; and thus 
long have we stood 

To watch the fearful bending of thy knee, 

Because we thought ourself thy lawful king ; 

(And if we be, how dare thy joints forget 
To pay their awful duty to our presence ? 

If we be not, show us the hand of God 
That hath dismiss'd us from our stewardship^) 

For well we know, no hand of blood and bone 

Can gripe the sacred handle of our sceptre, 80 

Unless he do profane, steal, or usurp. 

And though you think that all, as you have done, 

Have torn their souls by turning them from us. 

And we are barren and bereft of friends ; 

-Yet know, my master, God omnipotent, 85 



06 . sta In the track: obs- 
> cure the way. 

67. Occident : west. 

60. lightens : flashes. 

70. Controlling majesty: 
‘•tlie pfAU'i in the eye 
1 that 1 owed the will.” 

'7?. shoiv: pageant, spec¬ 
tacle. 


73. fearful : awe-struck. 

78. stewardship : here, 
kingship. 

80. gripe : seize. x 

83. torn their souls: 
injured their chances of 
salvation by perjury, tom : 
destroyed, cancelled. 
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Is mustering in his clouds on our behalf 
Armies of pestilence; and they shall strike 
Your children yet unborn and unbegot, 

That lift your vassal hands against my head 
And threat the glory of my precious crown. 

Tell Bolingbroke,— for yond metlnnks he stands, 

That every stride he makes upon my land 
Is dangerous treason; he is come to open 
The purple testament of bleeding war ; 

But ere the awn he looks for live in ^ peace, 

Ten thousand bloody crowns of mothers’ sons 
Shall ill become the flower of England's face, 

Change the complexion of her maid-pale peace 

To scarlet indignation and bedew 
Her pastures’ grass with faithful English blood 

North. The king of heaven forbid our lord the king 

Should so with civil and uncivil armsp» 

Be rush’d upon! Thy thrice-noble cousin 
Harry Bolingbroke doth humbly kiss thy hand , 

And by the honourable tomb he sweats 5 



ioo 


90. threat : threaten; 

(vi The purple war : the 
blood-stained will of war 
with all its legacies, his 
purpose being to see 
whether a crown has been 
left to him. 

or ere the crown.. .peace ■ 
Ci) ‘before he is able to 
reign safely’; or (2)‘before 
he is able to lay his head 
peacefully on the pillow. 

97. ill become: ™ ake 
ugly, the flou*er..-face : 


literally, the flowery face 
of England; hence her 
lovely countenance. 

98. maid pale: pale as- 
the face of a maiden, 
Richard has probably at 
the back of his mind the 
idea that Bolingbroke,. 
the invader, is comparable 
to a violator of a maiden s 
honour, the maiden being 
England. 

102. civil arul uncivil • 
domestic and violent. 
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That stands upon your royal grandsire’s bones, 
And by the royalties of both your bloods, 

Currents that spring from one most gracious head 
And by the buried hand of warlike Gaunt, 

And by the worth and honour of himself, 
r Comprising all that may be sworn or said, 

His coming hither hath no further scope 
Than for his lineal royalties and to beg 
Enfranchisement immediate on his knees ; 

Which on thy royal party granted once, 

His glittering arms he will commend to rust, 

His barbed steeds to stables, and his heart 
-To faithful service of your majesty. 

This swears he, as he is a prince, is gust 
And, as I am a gentleman, I credit him. 


no 


“5 


120 


K. Rich. Northumberland, say thus the king returns: 
His noble cousin is right welcome hither ; 

And all the number of his fair demands 
Shall be accomplish’d without contradiction; 

With all the gracious utterance thou hast 1 

Speak to his gentle hearing kind commends. 

(Northumberland and suit return to Bollngbroke.) 

[To Awn] We do debase ourself, cousin, do we not 


*oS. currents...head: The 
■reference is to both 
•Richard and Bolingbroke, 
;being descendants of 
-Edward III. 

n 3 - * neal royalties'. 
nghts due to him on 
account of his descent. 


11 5 - party: part. 

116. commend : commit 
give over. 

I >17* barbed : armoured. 

120. credit : believe. 

121. returns : answers. 

126. commends: compli¬ 
ments. 
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130 


sc. hi.] KING im;ttAKU “ 

To look so poorly and to speak so fair ? 

Shall we call back Northumberland, and send 

Defiance to the traitor, and so die > 

Am. No, good my lord ; let's fight with gentle 

words 

Till time lend friends, and friends their helpful 
swords. 

■ K Rlc h. O God, O God ! that e'er this tongue ol 
mine, 

That laid the sentence of dread banishment 

On yond proud man, should take it ott again - 5 

With words of sooth ! O that I were as great 

As is my grief, or lesser tilMJ£^ name ! 

Or that I could forget what I have been ! 

Or not remember what I must be now ! 

1 Kpori 7 I’ll rive thee scope to beat, 140 
Swell'st thou, proud heart ? 1 u g" e i 

Since foes have scope to beat both thee and me. 

Aum. Northumberland comes back from 

Bolingbroke. * 1 "" 

Mvrthumbcrland and others wain approach the walls.) 

K. Rich What must the king do now ? must he 

submit ? ,. 

The king Shall do it: must he be deposed . 

The king shall be contented: must he lose 
Phe name of king? o' God's nmne, let rt go: 

I'll give my jewels for a set of beads, 

My gorgeous palace for a hermitage. 


i+5 


128. 

i34- 

136. 


poorly : spiritlessly. 
dread : terrible. 
sooth '• flattery. 


140. beat : pulsate. 

141. beat: injure, defeat. 
147. set of beads : rosary. 
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My gay apparel for an alms-man’s gown, 

My figured goblets for a dish of wood, 150 

My sceptre for a palmer’s walking-staff, 

My subjects for a pair of carved saints, 

And my large kingdom for a little grave, 

A little, little grave, an obscure grave ; 

Or I’ll be buried in the king’s highway, 155 

Some way of common trade, where subject’s feet 
May hourly trample on their sovereign's head; 

For, on my heart they treated now whilst I live; 

And buried once, why not upon my head ? 

Aumerle, thou weep’st, my tender-hearted cousin ! 360 

We’ll make foul weather with despised tears; 

Our sighs and they shall lodge the summer corn, 

And make a dearth in this revolting land. 

Or shall we play the wanton with our woes. 


I 49 - g a y apparel: 
Richard’s mania for dress 
knew no bounds. The king 
once paid 30,000 marks 
lor a cloak embroidered 
in a pattern of ostrich 
feathers and covet'd with 
precious stones, almsmans 
gwon : the poor dress of 
an inmate of a charitable 
institution. 

I 5 °- figured goblets'. 
carved drinking cups. 

I 5 I » palmer’s : A palmer 
was one who bore a nalm 
branch in memory of hav¬ 
ing been to the holy land. 


IS 2 * carved saints : images 
of saints. 

1 55 * kings highway : 
probably bitterly referring 
to the king’s ownership ot 
the highway. 

156. common trade: com¬ 
mon passage or path, well 
trodden by the common 
multitude. 

161. make foul weather : 
create a storm. 

ib2. lodge : lay, beat 
down. 

163. dearth * famine. 

164. play the wanton with : 
make sport of. 
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And make some pretty match with shedding teais. 
As thus:—to drop them still upon one place, 

Tilt they have fretted us a pair of graves 
Within the earth : and, therein laid “1 here lies 
Two kinsmen digg’d their graves with weeping eyes. 

[Aumerle smiles.] 

Would not this ill do well? Well, well, I see 

I talk but idly, and you mock at me. 

Most mighty prince, my lord Northumberland, 

What says King Bolingbroke ? will his majesty 
Give Richard leave to live till Richard die ? 

You make a leg, and Bolingbroke says ay. 

Na-th. My lord, in the base court he dotli attend 
To speak with you ; may it please you to come down. 
IK Rick Down, down I come; like glistering 
^ Phaethon, 

Wanting the manage of unruly jades^ 

I„ the base court ? Base court, where kmgs .mow base, 
To come at traitors’ calls and do them giaceij_ 


166 


170 


175 


181 


165. pretty match: neat 

competition. 

167. fretted: worn out. 

170. would not...well: D 
this misery not desirable 

175. make a ley: make a 
bow or courtesy. 

176. base court: the coin t 
inside the castle walls, 
often lower than the innei 
court and surrounded by 
stables and offices. 

178. Phaethon : the son 
of Helios, the Greek sun- 


god, who persuaded his 
father to let him drive 
his fiery chariot across 
the heavens for one day. 
But he could not manage 
the horses and came so 
near the earth that it 
almost caught fire. Zeus 
hurled down a thunder¬ 
bolt, and he fell dead into 
the river Po or Eridanus. 

179. Wanting . jades: 

lacking the ability to con¬ 
trol unruly horses. 
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In the base court ? Come down ? down, court! down, 
king ! 

For night-owls shriek where mounting larks should 

sing. [Exeunt above. 

Boling. What says his majesty ? 

North. Sorrow and grief of heart 

Makes him speak fondly, like a frantic man : 

Yet he is come. 

Enter King Richard and his attendants below. 

Boling. Stand all apart, 

And show fair duty to his majesty. 

My gracious lord,— [Kneeling. 

K. Rich. Fair cousin, you debase your princely knee 
To make the base earth proud with kissing it; 191 

Me rather had my heart might feel your love 
Than my unpleased eye see your courtesy. 

Up, cousin, up ; your heart is up, I know, 

Thus high at least [touching his own head], although 

your knee be below 195 

Boling. My gracious lord, I come but for mine own. 

K. Rich. Your own is yours, and I am yours, 
and all. 

Boling. So far be mine, my most redoubted lord, 

As my true service shall deserve your love. 


T ^ 3 - For...sing: Richard 
considers his humiliating 
position to be as unnatural 
as a night-owl greeting 
the dawn with shrieks. As 
a king, he ought to have 
been respected, feared 
and ol, • id, even as the 
sunrise ought to be greeted 


with the songs of the 
lark. 

185. fondly : foolishly. 

188. fair duty : proper 
submission, due obedience. 

19 2 . me rather had : I 
had better that. 

198. redoubted : dreaded. 
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K. Rich. Well you deserve : they well deserve to 
have 

That know the strong’st and surest way to get. 201 

Uncle, give me your hand : nay, dry your eyes;. 

Tears show their l ove, but want their r emedies. 5 

Cousin, f am too young to be your father, 

Though you are old enough to be my heir. 

What you will have, I’ll give, and willing too ; 

For do we must what force will have us do, 

Set on towards London : cousin, is it so ? 

Boling. Yea, my good lord, / 

K Rich Then I must not say no. 

* ^ •; [ Flourish. Exeu.nL 

Scene IV. Larujley. The Duke of York’s garden. ) 

. r _ .1: „„ 


_’0 


a 


V 


in this 


Enter the Queen and two Ladies 
Queen. What sport shall we devise here 
garden, 

To drive away the heavy thought of care ? 

First Lady. Madam, we’ll play at bowls. 

I Queen. ’Twill make me think the world is fi 
|And that my fortune runs against the bias. ^_ 1^5 

the game was to roll the 
bowls near the jack, a 
small white ball. The 
bias enabled bowls to 
take a curved course and 
circumvent obstacles. The 
Queen feels that it is as 
unnatural for her to have 
good luck as it is for a 
bowl to run against, the 

bias. 


Scene IV 

3. bowls : a popular 
Elizabethan game. 

4. rub: * n y obstacle 
which interferes with the 
running of a bowl. 

5. bias'- a weight in one 
side of a bowl, which 
caused it to slant in its 
course. The object ot 
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First Lady. Madam, we’ll dance. 

Queen. My legs can keep no measure in delight, 

When my poor heart no measure keeps in grief: 

Therefore, no dancing, girl; some other sport. 

First Lady. Madam, we'll tell tales. 

Queen. Of sorrow or of joy ? 

First Lady. Of either, madam. 

Queen. Of neither, girl : 

For if of joy, being altogether wanting, 

It doth remember me the more of sorrow; 

Or if of grief, being altogether had, 

It adds more sorrow to my want of joy : 

For what I have I need not to repeat; 

And what I want it boots not to complain. 

First Lady. Madam, I’ll sing. 

Queen. Tis well that thou hast cause ; 

But thou shouldst please me better, wouldst thou weep. 20 
First Lady. I could weep, madam, would it do yon 
good. 

Queen. And I could sing, would weeping do me 
good, 


7, 8 . measure , measure : 
Here there is a play upon 
the two meanings of the 
word, dancing, propor¬ 
tion. 

1 1. joy : Rowe’s emen¬ 
dation for ‘ grief ’ of the 
quartos and folios. 

17- what I have \ i. e. 
sorrow. 

18. it boots not: it is of 
no use. 


22. sing : Pope emend¬ 
ed this to ‘ weep ’, though 
he has not been followed 

by subsequent editors. 
The Queen probably 
means ; “I could even 
sing for joy, if my 
troubles were only such 
as mere weeping could 

alleviate. And then I 
would not ask yon to 
! weep for me”. 
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And never borrow any tear of thee. 

But stay, here come the gardeners; 

I^et’s step into the shadow of these trees. -5 

My wretchedness unto a row of pins, , 

They'll talk of state; for every one doth so 

Against a change: woe is forerun with woe^, 

[Queen and Ladles retire. 


Enter a Gardener and two Servants. 
Gardener. Go. bind thou up yon dangling apricocks, 
Which, like unruly children, make their site 
Stoop with oppression ol their prodigal weight. 

Give some supportance to the bending tu ig>. 

Go thou, and, like an executioner, 

Cut off the heads of too fast growing sprays, 

That look too lofty in our commonwealth; 

All must be even in our government. 

You thus employ'd, I will go root away 
The noisome weeds, that without profit suck 
The soil’s fertility from wholesome flowers. 


>6-27. My wretchedness 
..'..state: I wager my 

misery against a few pins 
that they will discuss 
high politics'. Note that 
in those days pins were 
costly, cf. pin-money. 

28. Aoainst a change: 
i e ., on the eve of a 
revolution, forerun with: 
preceded by. 

29. apricocks : old name 
of ’ apricots ’. 


32. supportance : support. 

34. sprays: slender 
twigs. 

35. look too lofty: become 
too eminent. There is a 

suggestion of ambitious 
aspiration, our common¬ 
wealth: the garden. 

36. exen ; tidy and well- 
ordered. 

3K. noisome : noxious. 
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First Serv. Why should we in the compass of a pale. 

Keep law and form and due proportion, 

Showing, as in a model, our firm estate, 

When our sea-walled garden, the whole land, 

If full of weeds, her fairest flowers choked up, 

Her fruit-trees all unpruned, her hedges ruin’d, 45 

Her knots disordere’d, and her wholesome herbs 
Swarming wtth caterpillars ? 

Gardener. Hold thy peace : 

He that hath suffer’d this disorder’d spring 
Hath now himself met with the fall of leaf: 

The weeds which his broad-spreading leaves did 
shelter, 

That seem’d in eating him to hold him up, 51 

Are pluck’d up root and all by Bolingbroke,— 

I mean the Earl of Wiltshire, Bushy, Green. 

First Serv. What, are they dead ? 

Gardener. They are; and Bolingbroke 

Hath seized the wasteful king. O, what pity is it 55 

That he had not so trimm’d and dress’d his land 
As we this garden ! We at time of year 


40 . the compass of a pale: , 
the area enclosed by a j 
fence. i 

I 

4 2 . firm estate : settled 
condition. j 

43- sea-walled garden : 
i. e., England. 

44. weeds: parasites 
preying on the country’s 
wealth. 

45- 'unpruncd: not prun¬ 
ed, that is, neglected. 


46 . knots: fancifully 
laid flower-beds. 

4 s - suffered this dis¬ 
ordered spring : allowed 
the spring season of his 
reign to become dis¬ 
ordered. 

4Q. the fall of leaf : 
autumnal decay. 

57- at time of year : in 
due season. 
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Do wound the bark, the skin of our fruit-trees, 

Lest, being over-proud in sap and blood, j. 

With too much riches it co nfound its elf: • f. 60 

Had he done so to great and growing men, 

They might have lived to bear and he to taste 
Their fruits of duty : superfluous branches 
We lop away, that bearing boughs may live; 

Had he done so, himself had borne the crown, 65 

Which waste of idle hours hath quite thrown down. 

Firstserv. What think youthen the king shall be deposed? 
Gardener. Depress’d he is already, and deposed 
’Tis doubt he will be; letters came last night 
To a dear friend of the good Duke of York s, 70 

That tell black tidings. 

Q ueen> O, I am press’d to death through want of 
speaking ! [Comes fonoard. 

Thou, old Adam's likeness, set to dress this garden, 

How dares thy harsh rude tongue sound this unpleas, 
ing news ? 


60. confound : destroy, 
harm. 

66. waste of Idle hours : 
time spent away idly. 

69. It’s doubt: It is to 
be feared that. 

71. black tidings : 
gloomy or bad news. 

72. pressed to death : 
The relcitnce piobably is 
to the custom of placing 


heavy weights on the chest 
of a prisoner to induce him 
to con I ess. 

73. old Adam's likeness: 
The reference here to 
Adam, the first gardener 
of Eden, is inspired by 
the expressions in the 
Genesis (ii-15) : “ And tlie 
Lord God took the man 
and put him into the garden 
of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it”. ‘ 
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What Eve, what serpent, hath suggested thee 75 

To make a second fall of cursed man ? 

Why dost thou say King Richard is deposed ? 

Darest thou, thou little better thing than earth, 

Divine his downfall ? Say, where, when, and how, 

Camest thou by this ill tidings ? speak, thou 

wretch. 80 

Garden#'. Pardon me, madam: little joy have I 
To breathe this news: yet what I say is true. 

King Richard, he is in the mighty hold 
Of Bolingbroke ; their fortunes both are weigh’d ; 

In your lord's scale is nothing but himself, 85 

And some few vanities that make him light; 

But in the balance of great Bolingbroke, 

Besides himself, are all the English peers, 


75. Eve : the first woman ful grip’ or ‘in the grip of 

in the world and Adam’s mighty Bolingbroke.’ 

spouse, serpent: Satan 84. both are weighed: 
came in the form of a Probably this idea is 

serpent to tempt Eve. suggested by Daniel’s pro- 

76. second fall of cursed | phecy to Belshazzar that 

man: When Adam and he had been weighed in the 

Eve tasted the fruit of the balance and found wanting 

forbidden tree, they fell (Daniel v. 25 to 28) “...God 

and became cursed with has numbered thy king- 

the original sin. Richard’s dom.thou art’ to be 

deposition seemed to the ' weighed in the balances 

Queen to be as great a and found wanting. 

cosmic tragedy as the thy kingdom is divided 

fall of Adam (See Anno- and given to Medes and 

tation?). Persians.’’ 

79 . divine: forecast. j 86. vanities: things of 

8;>. mighty hold: ‘power- no value. 






SC. IV.] 


KING RICHARD II 


109 


And with that odcls he weighs King Richard down. 

Post you to London, and you will find it so ; 90 

I speak no more than every one doth know. 

Queen. Nimble mischance, that arc so light ol foot. 

Doth not thy embassage belong to me, 

And am I last that knows it ? O, thou think’st 

To serve me last, that I may longest keep 95 

Thy sorrow in my breast. Come, ladies, go. 

To meet at London^London’s king in woe. 

What, was I born to this that my sad look 
Should grace the triumph of great Bolingbroke ? 

Gardener, for telling me these news of woe, 100 

Pray God the plants thou graff’st may never grow. 

[Exeunt Queen and Ladtes. 

Gard. Poor queen ! so that thy state might be no worse, 
I would my skill were subject to thy curse. 

Here did she fall a tear ; here in this place 

I’ll set a bank of rue, sour herb of grace: 105 

Rue, even for ruth, here shortly shall be seen. , 

In the remembrance of a weeping queen. • [Exeunt 


89. odds : advantage, 
preponderance. 

92. Nimble: quick to 
overtake. 

93. embassa/je: literally . 
a message brought by a 
servant. 

99. (jrace the triumph: j 
and lustre to the victorious 
entry. Probably inspired 
by the recollection of the 
Roman practice of leading 
distinguished captives , 


tied to the wheels of 
the chariot of the 
conqueror. 

.104. fall: drop. 

105. bank : bed. 

iofi. Rue: The verb 
mean's to 'repent'. This 
was wrongly connected 
with the plant of destiny, 
and it came to be called 
the herb of grace, for we 
attain grace by repentance. 
ruth: pity. 


9 
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ACT IV 

Scene I. Westminster Hall 

Parliament assembled. The Lords spiritual on the right 
side of the throne; the Lords temporal on the left ; the 
Commons below. Enter BOLINGBROKE, AUMERLE, SURREY, 
Northumberland, Percy, Fitzwater, another Lord, 
the Bishop of Carlisle, the Abbot of Westminster, and 
Attendants. Oilicers behind, with BAGOT. 

Boling. Call forth Bagot. 

[Officers brimj Bagot to the bar. 

Now, Bagot, freely speak thy mind ; 

What thou dost know of noble Gloucester’s death, 

Who wrought it with the king, and who perform’d 
The bloody office of his timeless end. 5 

Bagot. Then set before my face the Lord Aumerle. 

Boling. Cousin, stand forth, and look upon that ' 
man. 

Bagot. My Lord Aumerle, I know your -daring 
tongue 

Scorns to unsay what once it hath deliver d. 

In that dead time when .Gloucester’s death was 
plotted, 

I heard you say, "Is not my arm of length, 11 


Act IV, Scene I. 

4. wrought it with the 
King : worked upon the 
King's mind to bring it 

Vi* 

about. 

5. bljod'j office: deed of 
j l his timeless end: 


Gloucester's untimely 
death. 

9. unsay: deny. 

i 10. dead: dark a n d 
gloomy as death ; fatal. 

n. of length long 
I enough. 
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That reacheth from the restful English court 
As far as Calais, to my uncle’s head ? ” 

Amongst much other talk, that very time, 

I heard you say that you had rather refuse 15 

The offer of an hundred thousand crowns 
Than Bolingbroke’s return to England : 

Adding withal, how blest this land would be 
In this your cousin’s death. 

Aumerle■ Princes and noble lords, 

What answer shall I make to this base man ? 20 

Shall I so much^lishonour^my fair stars 
On equal terms to give him chastisement ? 

Either I must, or have mine honour soil’d 
With the attainder of his slanderous lips. 


12. that reacheth : here 
‘to reach’. 

15-17. you had rather ... 
to England : Aumerle must 
have meant that he would 
refuse the offer of a hun¬ 
dred thousand crowns, if 
it involved the return of 
Bolingbroke to England. 
He would find more plea¬ 
sure in refusing t h e 
money than in permitting 
Blingbroke’s return. 

19. cousins : Boling- 
broke’s-. Bolingbroke and 
Aumerle were cousins, be¬ 
ing the sons of brothers. 

20. base : low, not equal 
in status to Aumerle. An 


attempt has been made to 
give a noble ancestrly to 
Bagot. 

21. fair stars: high 
rank and fortune. There 
is an allusion to the belief 
that high birth was 
brought about by certain 
stars in certain positions. 

22. On equal terms : as¬ 
suming an equally low 

' social status, to give him 
chastisement: that is, through 
fighting a duel. 

23. must : that is, must 
chastise him. 

24. attainder damaging 
accusation. 
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There is my gage, the manual seal of death, -5 

That marks thee out for hell : I say, thou liest. 

And will maintain what thou hast said is false 

In thy heart-blood, though being all too base 

To stain the temper of my knightly sword. 

Boling. Bagot. forbear ; thou shalt not take it up. 3 ° 

Aumcrle. Excepting one, I would he were the best. 

In all this presence that hath moved me so. 

Fitnvatcr. If that thy valour stand on sympathy, 

There is my gage, Aumerle, in gage to thine : 

(Throws down his glove) 

By that fair sun which shows me where thou stand’st, 

1 heard thee say, and vauntingly thou spake 
That thou wcrt cause of noble Gloucester’s 
It thou deny’st it twenty times, thou liest ; 

And I will turn thy falsehood to thy heart, 

Where it was forged, with my rapier's poin 

23. the manual seal of 
death : sign manual of 
death warrant. There 
may be also a pun on the 
glove, which is a ’manual’, 
being thrown down in 
challenge. Aumerle may 
be suggesting that he has 
with his own hand written 
out the death warrant of 
Bagot. 

27. maintain : prove. 

29. to stain the temper: 
to spoil the polish. ‘Tem¬ 
per’ literally indicates qua¬ 
lify of the steel. 


1 3 1 - 

one: p : 

r 0 b a b* 1 y, 

Boling 

broke. 


I 33- 

stand on sympathy : 

insist 

on equality of rank. 

i 34- 

in gage 

: challenge. 

3 6 - 

vaunt in 

gly : boast* 

ingly. 



1 39. 

turn : 

force back. 

j 40- 

forged : 

that is, bad 

rapier 

's point : 

Rapiers were 

long 

Spanish 

swords fnot 

introduced i n 

t 0 England 

till Shakespeare’s 0 w n 

: days). 
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Aum. Thou darest not, coward, live to see that day. 

Fitz. Now, by my soul, I would it were this hour. 

Aum. Fitz water, thou art damn’d to hell for this. 

Percy. Aumerle, thou liest ; his honour is as true 

In this appeal as thou art all unjust; 45 

And that thou art so, there I throw my gage, 

(Throws down his glove). 


To prove it on theejo-tfte extremest point 
Of mortal breathing : seize it, if thou darest, 

Aumerle. 'An if I do not, may my hands rot off, 

And never brandish more\revenge(ul steel 5 ° 

Over the glittering helmet of my foe ! 

Uni. I task the earth to the like, forsworn Aumerle ; 

And spur thee on with full as many lies 

As may be holla’d in thy treacherous ear 

From sun to sun : there is my honour s pawn ; 55 

(Throws down his glove)- 


dying breath. 

49. An if : emphatic for 

‘if.’ 

t^o. never...steel: never 
again wield a sword to take 

vengeance. 

52. I task ... like'■ ‘ J 

charge the earth with 
bearing the burden of a 
similar gage. ’ It may also 
mean: 'I challenge he 

whole world.’ But, what 
follows seems to make this 
meaning unacceptable 

‘Task’ is the reading ot 


53. lies : accusations of 

lying. 

54. holla'd: shouted. 

55. from sun to sun : in 
the course of a day. The 
quartos read ‘from sin to 
sin ’. Capell’s emendation 
has been adopted in the 
text, pawn: pledge. 

56. Engage it. ..trial: re¬ 
ceive it as a challenge to 
a fight. 


47-48. to the extremest... 

rreathing ■ with my last 


the first quarto. The other 
quartos read 1 take ’. Capell 
emended * task thee to the 
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Aunx- Who sets me else ? by heaven, I'll throw at all. 

I have a thousand spirits in one breast, 

To answer twenty thousand such as you. 

Surrey. My Lord Fitzwater, I do remember well 60 
The very time Aumerle and you did talk, 

Fit.:. 'Tis very true; you were in presence then ; 

And you can witness with me this is true, 

Surrey. As false, by heaven, as heaven itself is true. 

Fit:. Surrev, thou liest. 

Surrey. Dishonourable boy! 65 

That lie shall lie so heavy on my sword, 

That it shall render vengeance and revenge 
Till thou the lie-giver and that lie do lie 
In earth as quiet as thy father’s skull ;• 

In proof whereof, there is my honour's pawn ; 70 

(Throws down his glove). 

Engage it to the trial, if thou darest. 

Fit:. How fondly dost thou spur a forward horse ! 

It I dare eat, or diink, or breathe, or live, 

I dare meet Surrey in a wilderness. 

And spit upon him, whilst I say he lies, 75 

And lies, and .lies : (Throws down his gauntlet.) there is my 

bond of faith, 


57. sets' challenges. 

b_\ in presence: in atten¬ 
dance at court. 

7-’. forward : unruly. 

73 * 7-1 • If I: wilderness: 
As little courage is required 
for meeting Surrey in a 
lonely desert, as for eating 
or drinking or breathing 


or living. It is as natural 
and easy for Fitzwater to 
light with Surrey to the 
death, as to eat or 
breathe. 

74. In a wilderness : that 
is, where there will be no 
one to separate them. 
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To tie thee to my strong correction, 

As I intend to thrive in this new world, 

Aumerle is guilty of my true appeal : 

Besides, I heard the banish’d Norfolk say 0 

That thou, Aumerle. didst send two of thy men 

To execute the noble duke at Calais. 

A mu. Some honest Christian trust me with a gage, 

That Norfolk lies : here do I throw down this, 

(Throws down his hood). 

If he may be repeal'd, to try his honour. ^ 

Boling, These differnces shall all rest under gage 
Till Norfolk be repeal'd : repeal’d he shall be, 

And, though mine enemy, restored again 

To all his lands and signories : when he’s return’d, 

Against Aumerle we will enforce his trial. 9 ° 

Carlisle. That honourable day shall ne'er be seen. 

Many a time hath banish’d Norfolk fought 
For Jesu Christ in glorious Christian held, 

Streaming the ensign of the Christian cross 


77. tie: compel, strong cor _ 
red Ion : heavy punishment. 

78. new world', new regime. 
83. trust : entrust, lend. 
85. repeal'd ' recalled 

from exile. 

g6. under gage : u n d c r 
pledge of Combat. 

04-05. Steaming... Sara- 
cm: Carlisle says that 
Norfolk fought many times 
in the Crusades for liberat¬ 
ing Jerusalem from the giip 


of the pagans. As a matter 
of historical fact, however, 
there were no Crusades at 
this time. Norfolk, if ever 
he went to Jerusalem, could 
only have gone as a private 
pilgrim. Actually, only 
thirteen months elapsed 
between his exile in Sep¬ 
tember 1398 and these ac¬ 
cusations in the October of 
the next year. Carlisle is 
therefore drawing heavily 
on his imagination. 
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Against black pagans, Turks, and Saracens, 

And toil’d with works of war, retired himself 
To Italy ; and there at Venice gave 
His body to that pleasent country’s earth, 

And his pure soul unto his captian Christ, 

Under whose colours he had fought so long. 

Bulimjbroke. Why, bishop is Norfolk dead ? 

Carlisle. As surely as I live, my lord. 

Boliny. Sweet peace conduct his sweet soul to the 
bosom 

Of good old Abraham. Lords appellants, 

Your differences shall all rest under gage 105 

Till we assign you to your days of trial. 

Enter York, attended. 

York. Great Duke of Lancaster, I come to thee 
From plume-pluck’d Richard ; who with willing soul 
Adopts thee heir, and his high sceptre yields 
To the possession of thy royal hand : no 


[ ACT IV 

95 


IOO 


95 - Saracens: the 
Mahomedans of Syiia and 
Palestine. 

96. tolled : spent, retired 
himself: withdrew. 

10 3 - the bosom <>J Abra¬ 
ham : Paradise. Abraham 
was an old Jewish patriarch, 
with whom (lod entered 
into a covenant. The phrase 
'Abraham's bosom’, may 
be traced to a passage in 
St. Luke, XVI, where Jesus 
tells the story of a beggar 
called Lazarus and a rich 


man. Both of them died. 
The beggar’s soul was 
carried to ‘Abraham’s 
bosom' in heaven, while 
that of the rich man went 
to hell. From there, the 
latter saw the soul of 
Lazarus with Abraham in 
heaven. ‘Abraham’s bosom ’ 
may have the general sense 
of ‘with Abraham in 
heaven ’. 

108. plume -pluck’d 
Bichat d : Richard strip¬ 
ped of all liis honours. 
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Ascend his throne, descending now from him — 

And long live Henry of that name the fourth ! 

Boling. In God's name. I’ll ascend the regal throne. 
Carlisle. Marry. God forbid ! 

Worst in this royal presence may I speak , 1 l S 

Yet best beseeming me to speak the truth. 

CWould God that any in this noble presence 
Were enough noble to be upright judge 
Of noble Richard ! then true noblesse would 
Learn him forbearance from so foul a wrong‘d 
What subject can give sentence on his king ? 

And who sits here that is not Richard’s subject ? 

Thieves are not judged but they are by to hear. 

Although apparent guilt be seen in them ; 

'And shall the figure of God’s majesty, 

[His captain, steward, deputy elect, 

[Anointed, crowned, planted many years, 

*Re judged by subject and inferior breath, 

And he himself not present? O, forfend it God. 

That in a Christian climate souls refined 
Should show so heinous, Black, obscene a deed ! 


I2 5 

130 


115. worst: although the 
lowliest, the meanest or the 
most unlit to speak. 

119. noblesse'- French for 
‘nobleness’. 

120. learn : teach. 

123. but: except when. 

124. apparent : clear. 

125. figure : image, re¬ 
presentative. The refer¬ 
ence of course is to the 
king, who is God s choice. 


127. planted : establish 
ed. 

128. subject and inferior 
breath: men who are the 
subjects of Richard and 
therefore inferior to him. 

129. for ft nd : forbid, 
prevent. 

130. climate : country. 
refined : ennobled (by Chris¬ 
tianity/ 

131. obscene : foul. 
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I speak to subjects, and a subject speaks, 

Stirr’d up by God, thus boldly for his king. 

1 My Lord of Hereford here, whom you call king, 

Is a foul traitor to proud Hereford’s king; 135 

And if you crown him, let me prophesy : 

\(jrhe blood of English shall manure the ground, 

1 And future ages groan for this foul act; 

\ Peace shall go sleep with Turks and infidels, 

'And in this seat of peace tumultuous wars 14° 

Shall kin with kin and kind with kind confound ; 

Disorder, horror, tear and mutiny 

Shall here inhabit, and this land be call’d 

[The field of Golgotha and dead men’s skulls. 

O, if you raise this house against this house, 145 

It will the wofullest division prove 
That ever fell upon this cursed earth. 

Prevent it, resist it, let it not be so, 


133. Stirred vp ; inspir¬ 
ed. 

13G. prophesy : Shake¬ 
speare tries to achieve a 
poetical effect by prophesy, 
ing the civil strife of the 
Wars of the Roses. 

130. go sleep : go to 
sleep, i. e. rest. 


144. The field of Gol¬ 
gotha : the place outside 
Jerusalem, where Christ 
was crucified. In Aramaic, 
the word meant a ‘skull.’ 
It has been suggested that 
Carlisle is here hinting that 
Richard’s deposition is as 
heinous a sin as the cruci¬ 
fixion of Christ. 


140. this seat of peace : 
peaceful England. 

14 L Shall kin...coo found: 
Relatives shall tight with 
and kill one another. 'Kin 
may refer to relation¬ 
ship, and kind to racial 
affinity. 


145. raise : stir, this 
house against this house: 
one set of Englishmen 
against anothe r. The 
phrase is reminiscent of 
Matthew, xii. 25, “city or 
house divided against it¬ 
self." 
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Lest child, child’s children, cry against you “ woe ! 
North. Well have you argued, sir; and, for your 
pains, 

Of capital treason we arrest you here. 

My Lord of Westminster, be it your charge 
To keep him safely till his day of trial. 

May it please you, lords, to grant the commons suit. 
Boling. (jetch hither Richard, that in common 


view 

He may surrender) so we shall proceed 
Without suspicion. 

York. I will be his conduct. [Exit, 

Boling. Lords, you that here are under our arrest, 

Procure your sureties for your days of answer. 

(To Carlisle.) Little are we beholding to your love, 1O0 

And little look’d for at your helping hands. 


Re-enter York, with King Richard, and Officers 

bearing the crown , dc. -^7 

K. Rich. Alack, why am I sent for to a king v 
Before I have shook off the regal thoughts 
Wherewith I reign’d ? I hardly yet have learn’d 
To insinuate, flatter, bow, and bend my knee : 


165 


Give sorrow leave awhile to tutor me 
To this submission. Yet I well remembei 


151. Capital '• liable to 
be punished with the sen¬ 
tence of death. 

1 co my Lord of T Vest- 
in ins ter’ William of 
Colchester, Abbot 0 
Westminster. This detail 
is not found in Holinshed, 


and hence suggests another 
source. 

157. conduct : escort. 

160. beholding : obliged, 
indebted. 

1C5. insinuate : wind my 
way into the heart of 
another. 
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The favours of these men : were they not mine ? 

Did they not sometime cry “All hail ! " to me? 

So judas did to Christ: but he, in twelve, 170 

Found truth in all but one ; I, in twelve thousand, 

none. 

God save the king ! Will no man say amen ? 

Am I both priest and clerk ? well then, amen. 

God save the king ! although I be not he ; 

And yet, amen, it heaven do think him me. 175 

To do what service am I sent for hither ? 

York. To do that office of thine own good will 
Which tired majesty did make thee offer,— 

The resignation of thy state and crown 
To Henry Bolingbroke, 180 

K. Rich. Give me the crown. Here cousin, seize 
the crown ; 

Here cousin ; 

On this side my hand, and on that side yours. 

INow is this golden crown like a deep well 

(That owes two buckets, tilling one another; 185 


168. favours : appear¬ 
ance. 

17°- <So Judas, did to 
Christ : Judas Iscariot, 
though a disciple of 
Christ, betrayed his 
master to his enemies. 
When he led the men 
who arrested Christ to 
him, he greeted him with 
the words, ‘Hali, master.’ 
in twelve : in the twelve 
apostles or principal dis¬ 


ciples of Christ, of whom 
Judas was one. 

171. but one: except 
Judas. 

173. clerk : a church 
official, whose duty it was 
to say ‘amen’ in response 
to the prayers led by the 
priest. 

17 8 - tired majesty: weari¬ 
ness arising from royal 
cares. 


owes : possesses. 
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SC. I.] 

(The emptier ever dancing in the air, 

The other down, unseen and full of water; 

That bucket down and full of tears am I, 

^Drinking my griefs, whilst you mount up on high. 

1 Boling. I thought you had been willing to resign. 

K. Rich. My crown I am; but still my griefs are 
mine: 

You may my glories and my state depo>e. 

But not my griefs; still am I king of those. 

Boling. Part of your cares you give me with your 
crown. 

K Rich. Your cares set up do not pluck my cares down. 
My care is loss of care, by old care done; 

Your care is gain of care, by new care won: 

The cares I give I have, though given away; 

They tend the crown, yet still with me they stay 
Boling. Are you contented to resign the crown ? 

K. Rich. Ay, no; no, ay; for I must nothing be; 

Therefore no no, for I resign to thee. 

Now mark me, how I will undo myseli : 


200 


192. state': royal powei. 

195. Your cares set tip '• 
the fact that you become 
saddled with royal cares. 

196-99. ‘My grief is due 
to the loss of the crown 
and its cares held by me 
ot old. Vour care is the 
gain of these cares. Al¬ 
though I yield the cares 
of kingship, my gnefs 
remain.’ Care is used in 


the threefold sense of 
sorrow, anxiety and care 
fulness or industrious cir¬ 
cumspection. 

196. done : done with. 

199. tend : attend on, 
remain with. 

201. Ay, no; no, ay : Ay 
was printed ‘1/ and hence 
the pun. 

203. undo : strip. - 
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I give this heavy weight from off my head, 

And this unwieldy sceptre from my hand, 

The pride of kingly sway from out my heart; 

With mine own tears I wash away my balm, 

With mine own hands I give away my crown, 

With mine own tongue deny my sacred state, 

With mine own breath release all duty’s rites: 

All pomp and majesty I do forswear; 

My manors, rents, revenues I forgo; 

My acts, decrees, and statutes J deny: 

Cod pardon all oaths that are broke to me! 

Cod keep all vows unbroke that are made to thee! 
Make me, that nothing have, with nothing grieved, 
And thou with all pleased, that hast all achieved! 
Long inayst thou live in Richard’s seat to sit, 


And soon lie Richard in an earthy pit! 

Cod save King Henry, unking'd Richard says, 


And send him many years of sunshine days ! 
What more remains? 

North. Xo more, but that you read 



210 



220 


[peering a paper. 

These accusations and these grievous crimes 

Committed by your person and your followers 

Against the state and profit of this land : 225 

1 hat, by confessing them, the souls of men 


20 4 - this heavy welyht: 
that is, the crown, un¬ 
wieldy : not properly 
wielded by me. 

21 °* release . rites : 

absolve my subjects from 
the homage due to a king. 


The folios read 4 duteous 
oaths.’ 

-17- (ill achieved : real¬ 
ized your ambition in 
entirety. 

--i. sunshine : happy. 

--5. state and profit : 
order and advantage. 
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May deem that you are worthily deposed^ 

K. Rich. Must I do so? and must I ravel out 
My weaved-up folly ? (Takes the paper) Gentle Nor¬ 
thumberland, 


If thy offences were upon record, 

Would it not shame thee in so fair a troop 
To read a lecture of them? If thou wouldst, 

There shouldst thou find one heinous article, 

Containing the deposing of a king 

And cracking the strong warrant of an oath, 

Mark'd with a blot, damn’d in the book of heaven : 
Nay, all of you that stand and look upon me, 
Whilsflthaljmy wretchedness doth bait myself, 
Though some of you, with Pilate, wash your hands, 
Showing an outward pity: yet you Pilates 
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227. worthily : deserv¬ 

edly. 

228. ravel out : unravel. 

229. weaved up folly: tis¬ 
sue of folly. 

231. troop: company. 

232. lecture : i- e * state¬ 
ment. 

233. heinous article : cri¬ 
minal item. 

235. crackimj . oath: 

breaking the firm pledge 
of the oath of loyalty. 

236. book of heaven : The 
reference may be to the 
book of life, in which the 
names of redeemed souls 
were written (Revelations). 
There is also a passage in 


Exodus (xxxiii. 33) “And 
the Lord said unto Moses 
‘ Whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him I will blot 
out of my book ' ". 

238. bait: irritate. 

239. Pilate: the Gover¬ 
nor of Jerusalem, when 
Jesus was crucified. Before 
he handed over Christ to 
the executioners, he washed 
his hands, thereby indicat¬ 
ing that he denied his res¬ 
ponsibility for this deed. 
This was because, when he 
offered to release Christ, 
the people preferred the 

1 release of Barabbas, a 
brigand. 
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Have here deliver’d me to my sour cross, 

And water cannot wash away your sin. 

North. My lord, dispatch ; read o’er these articles. 

I\. Rich. Mine eyes are full of tears, I cannot see : 

(Drops the paper, which Northumberland picks up) 

And yet salt water blinds them not so much 2 45 

But they can see a sort of traitors here. 

Kay, if I turn mine eyes upon myself. 

I find myself a traitor with the rest ; 

For I have given here my soul's consent 

To undeck the pompous body of a king ; 250 

Made glory base and sovereignty a slave, 

Proud majesty a subject, state a peasant. 

North. My lord,— 

K. Rich. Xo lord of thine, thou haught insulting man. 

Nor no man’s Lord ; I have no name, no title. 255 

No, not that name was given me at the font. 

241. sour cross : cross of 
bitterness. The figure of 
Christ’s crucifixion is con¬ 
tinued. 

243. dispatch : hasten. 

246. sort : gathering. 

250. vndcck . body : to 

strip the gorgeous trappings 
on the body. 

253. hov'iht: haughty. 

256. fjiven me at the font: 
given during christening. 

Rich.'! 1 means that in giv¬ 
ing u; his title he is giving 


up his right to the very 
name by which he claims 
the title. There may also 
be an allusion to the 
scandal spread by Richard’s 
enemies that he was really 
the son of a priest of 
Bordeaux and named John. 
Another suggestion is that 
the King’s original name of 
John was changed into 
Richard, on account of the 
ill-omened associations of 
the earlier name. After his 
1 deposition, he was called 
i John of London. 
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265 


sc. i*3 '■ “*— 

But ’tis usurp’d : alack the heavy da y, 

That I have worn so man y winters out. 

And know not now what name to CftU myse lf. 

O that I were a mockery king ot snow, 

Standi ng before the su n of BoJingbroke, 

To m elt myself away in water-dr ops ! 

Good king, great king, and yet not greatly good. 

And if my word be sterling yet in England. j 
Let it command a mirror hither stiaight 
That it may show me what a face I have, 

Since it is bankrupt of his majesty. 

Boling. Go, some of you and fetch a looking-glass. 

[Exit an Attendant. 

North. Read o’er this paper while the glass doth come. 

K. Rich. Fiend, thou tormenfst me ere I come to hell! 
Boling Urge it no more, my Lord Northumberland. 
North. The commons will not then be satisfied. 272 
K. Rich. They shall be satisfied : i'll read enough. 

When I do see the very book indeed 

Where all my sins are writ, and that s myself./ 27s 

[Re-enter Attendant with a glass. 

Give me the glass., and therein will I read. 

[Takes the glass and looks into it. 

No deeper wrinkles yet i hath sorrow struck 

So many blows upon this lace of mine, 

And made no deeper wounds ? O flattering glass. 

Like to my followers in prosperity, 200 

Thou dost beguile me ! W as this face the face 

267. bankrupt : bereft, 
281. beguile-, cheat 


260. mockery '■ artihcia 
264. sterling : current. 

10 
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That every day under his household roof 
Did keep ten thousand men r was this the face 
That, like the sun, did make beholders wink ? 

Was this the face that laced sc many follies, 285 

And was at last out-faced by Bolingbroke ? 

A brittle glory shineth in this face; 

As brittle as the glory is the face: 

[Dashes the glass aaalnst the ground* 
For there it is, crack'd in a hundred shivers. 

Mark, silent king, the moral of this sport.— 200 

How soon my sorrow hath destroyed! my face. 

Bolim. The shadow o r your sorrow hath destroy’d 
The shadow of vour face, 
j K. ttieh. Say that again; 

' The shadow ot my soriuw ; ha! let's see : 

? Fis ui\ line, my grief lie.*-, all within ; _>q^ 

And these external manners of laments 

j 

Are merely shadows to the unseen grief 

Flint swells with silence in the tortured soul; 

i Theic lies the substance; and 1 thank thee, king 

F01 thy great bounty, that not only givest ^00 

% 

Me cau-w to wail, but teachest me the way 


281 
-\ • 

u'inh : e 

;et dazzled. 


faced : 

countenan- 

1. vd. UK 

• nn aged. 


_\H(> 

• 

- utfaecd 

: detected. 

-^ 7 . 

brittle : 

-11V do- 

ton ul. 


• 

-' s 9 - 

hirers : 

splintei >. 

fi agmen 

V. « 

!<. 

• 



the i'.a 

tor,- : 


j 1 The net by which yon 
express your sorrow has 
destroyed t h e reflected 
image of your face.’ The 
suggestion is that neither 
Richard's s orro w, nor 
Richard's face, is des¬ 
troyed. 

-96- mariners of laments : 
modes of grieving 
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How to lament the cause. I'll beg one boon. 

And then be gone and trouble you no more. 

Shall I obtain it ? 

Boling. Name it, fair cousin. 

K. Rich. “Fair cousin !” 1 am greater than 
a king : 

For when I was a king, my Batterers 306 

Were then but subjects ; being now a subject. 

1 have a king here to my Batterer. 

Being so great, I have no need to beg. 

Boling. Vet ask. 3 '° 

K. Bich. And shall I have ? 

Boling. You shall. 

K. Rich. Then give me leave to go. 

Boling. Whither? 3'3 

K. Rich. Whither you will, so 1 were from your 

sights. 

Boling. Go, some of you convey him to the lower. 

K. Rich O, good ! convey f conveyers are you all. 

That rise thus nimbly by a true king's fall. 

[Exeunt King Richard, some Lords. 

and a Guard. 


Boling. On Wednesday next 

302. lament the cause ■ 
grieve over my calamity. 
Richard suggests that he 1 
understands Bolingbroke 
to say that genuine grief 
finds expression in ways ; 
different from those of 
Richard. 


we solemnly -et down 

317. conveyers ■ slang for 
* thieves’. 

31S. nimbly ■ <jmckly and 
clcverlv. 

319. Wednesday next'. 
according to Holinshcd,, 
M 0 n d a y , the 13th of 
October. 


128 KING RICHARD H [ACT IV. 8C. I.}* 

Our coronation : lords, prepare yourselves. 320 

[Exeunt all > except the Bishop of Carllski the' 
Abbot of Westminster, and Aumerle. 

Abbot. A woeful pageant have we here beheld. 

Carlisle. The. woe’s tccome; the children yet 
unborn 

Shall feel this day as sharp to them as thorn. 

Aum. You holy clergymen, is there no plot 
To rid the realm of this pernicious blot ? 

Abbot. My lord, 

Before I freely speak my mind herein, 

You shall not only take the sacrament 
To bury mine intents, but also to effect 
Whatever I shall happen to devise. 

1 see your brows are full of discontent, 

Your hearts of sorrow and your eyes of tears: 

Come home with me to supper; I will lay 
A plot shall show us all a merry day. 


3*5 


33 ° 


[Bxeunt. 


3 21 • woeful pageant : 

T h 0 u g h the deposition j 
-scene was omitted from I 

representation at some 

periods, the reference to 
a ‘pageant’ here proves j 
that it formed part of the 
original play. 


328. sacrament: an oath 

3 * 9 - to bury: to keep my 
secret, intents : intentions. 
effect: carry out. 

334. A plot shall show : a 
plot which shall show. 
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ACT V 


Scene I, London. A street leading to the Tower. 

Enter Queen and Ladies. 

Queen. This way the king will come ; this is the way 
To Julius Caesar’s ill-erected tower, 

To whose Hint bosom my condemned lord 
Is doom’d a prisoner by proud Bolingbroke : 

Here let us rest, if this rebellious earth 5 

Have any resting for her true king’s queen. 

But soft, but see, or rather do not see, 

My fair rose wither; yet look up, behold, 

That you in pity may dissolve to dew, 

And wash him fresh again with true-love tears. 

Enter King Richard and Guards., 

Ah, thou, the model where old Troy did stand, 

Thou map of honour, thou King Richard’s tomb 



Act V, Scene 1 

2. ill-erected', built lor 
bad purposes. Tradition 
asserts that Julius Caesar 
built this lower to dominate 
London and the surround¬ 
ing area. 

7. soft: stay, pause. 

8. my fair rose• A refer¬ 
ence to Richard’s hand¬ 
some looks and general 
attractiveness. In a bitter 
mood contrasting Richard 
with the canker (wild rose) 
Bolingbroke, Percy speaks 
of him as ' that sweet lovely 


rose’ (1 Henry IV. L hi. 
175 ). 

11. model..-stand: After 
1 its destruction, only the 

bare remains of the city 
of Troy were left on the 
plains of Ilium. But even 
. a casual visit to the plain 
revealed traces of its past 
splendour. Similarly, even 
plume-plucked Richard 
continues to exhibit some 
signs of his previous great¬ 
ness. 

1 2. map of honour: -the 
bare outline of honour 
lacking all substance. 
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JO 


KING RICHARD II [AOT V. 

And not King Richard ; thou most beauteous imi, \ / 

Why should hard-favoui’d grief be lodged in thee, 1 
When triumph is become an alehouse guest ? 

K Rich. Join not with grief, fair woman, do not so, 

To make my end too sudden : learn, good soul, 

To think our former state a happy dream ; 
from which awaked, the truth of what we are 
Shows us but this : I am sworn brother, sweet, 

To grim Necessity, and he and I 
Will keep a league till death. Hie thee to France, 

And cloister thee in some religious house : 

Our holy lives must win a new world’s crown. 

* 

Which our profane hours here have stricken down. 

Queen. What, is mv Richard both in shape and 
mind 

Transform’d and weaken'd? hath Bolingbroke 
deposed 

Thine intellect? hath he been in thy heart : 


2 $ 


13. most beauteous inn : 
Richard excels Boling- 
broke as much as an 
imposing inn excels a com¬ 
mon pothouse. 

14. hard-fawn* eel : ugly- 

looking. 

if>. Join not: do not 
become united. 

20. siren n brother : an 
allusion to an ancient mili¬ 
tary practice to swear 
blood - broil 1 e r hood between 
com 1 ad*..-, at-arms. 

21. K ccsslty: inevitabi¬ 
lity or fate, personified. 


2?. league: alliance. 

23. cloister : shut your¬ 
self up. 

24. a new world's crown- 
crown in another world. 
Probably here is a refer- 
e n c e to the Christian 
belief that the faithful in 
Heaven sit crowned and 
enthroned. 

27. Transformed and 
weakened: altered and en¬ 
feebled. 

28. hoik he..Mart'! has 
he captured and removed 
your will to resist l 
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so: I. ] 


The lion dying thrusteth iorth his paw, 

And wonnds the earth, if nothing else, with rage 50 

To be o’erpower'd ; and wilt thou, pupil-like, 

f ake thy correction mildly, lass the rod. 
nd fawn on rage with base humility, 

/hich art a lion and a king of beasts. 

K. Rich. A king of beasts, indeed ; if aught but beasts, 

I had been still a happy king of men. 3 6 

Good sometime queen, prepare thee hence for France ; , 
Think I am dead, and that even here thou takest. 

As from my death-bed, thy last living leave. 

In winter's tedious nights sit by the lire 4 ° 

With good old folks, and let them tell thee tales 
Of woeful ages long ago betid : . . 

And ere thou bid good-night, to quit their griefs. 

Tell thou the lamentable tale of me. 

And send the hearers weeping to their beds : 45 

(For why, the senseless brands will sympathise 
The heavy accent of thy moving tongue. 

I And in compassion weep the lire out : 

And some will mourn in ashes, some coal-black. 

For the deposing of a rightful king. 5 ° 


31. To be : at being. 

32. kiss the rod : submit 
to punishment meekly. 

33. fawn on rage: seek 
to please those who frown 
at you. 

39. livin'/ leave : leave 
during my life. 

42. betid : happened. 

43. to quit: requite or 
repay. 


The very brands 
| u p 0 n the tire will be 
moved to sympathy at the 
sad words of your moving 
eloquence. 

4b. sympathize: feel with. 

47. the heavy accent: 
emphatic sorrow. 

• '. rv>’i 

I I 1 • i * 

49. coal-black : charcoal. 
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Enter X orth r m he r land attended. 

North. My lord, the mind of Bolingbroke is 
changed ; 

You must to Pomfret, not unto the Power. 

And, Madam, there is order ta’en for you; 

With all swift speed you must away to France. 

K. Bteh. Northumberland, thou ladder 
wherewithal 

The mounting Bolingbroke ascends my throne. 50 

The time shall not be main hours ot age 
More than it is. ere foul sin gathering head 
Shall break into corruption; thou shalt think. 

Though he divide the realm and give thee half, 00 

Uis too little, helping him to all ; 

And he shall think, that thou, which know'st the way 
To plant unrightful kings, wilt know again, 

Being ne’er so little urged, another way 

To pluck him headlong from the usurped throne. 65 

Tire love of wicked men converts to fear; 

That tear to hate : and hate turns one or both 
Po worthy dangei and deserved death. 


5-’. Ivmfid: Pontefract 
uislle, twenty-two miles 
Irom York. 

53 . " rdertak'n ; anauge- 
ments made. 

5/. "/ (lj£\ '*1(1. 

. 5 *- oat h r 1 i ?iif head: 
coining to a head. This 
prophecy ol Richard was 
very soon fulfilled when 
Northumberland. Pe:c y 
and Worcester rose i :i 


rebellion against Henry 
IV. 

01. helping.. .ail: because 
you have helped him to • 
get the whole of England. 

03. To plant : to place 
•:n the throne. 

(>4. Being ne cer... urged : 
on the least provocation. 

06. converts : changes. 

oS. worthy : merited. 
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North. My guilt be on my head, and there an end. 
Take leave and part ; for you must part forthwith. 

K. Rich. Doubly divorced ! Bad men, ye violate 
A twofold marriage,—’t 

And then j^ etwixt me and my married \vife._ I 

Let me unkiss the oath twixt thee and me; 

And yet not so. for with a kiss ’twas made. 

Part us, Northumberland ; I towards the north, j 
Where shivering cold and sickness pines the clime j 
My wife to France,—from whence, set forth in pon p. 
She came adorned hither like sweet may, i 

Sent back like Hallowmas or short’st of day. ^ 
Queen. And must we be divided ? must we part 
K. Rich. Ay, hand from hand, my love, and hcait 

from heart. 


70 


/ 0 


80 


74. unkiss the oath ; for, 
•fdrmerly a kiss by the 
bridegroom formed an 
essential part of the 
Christian marriage cere¬ 
mony. Here, the bond ot 
matrimony is being can¬ 
celled with a kiss, as it 
had been originally sealed 

with a kiss. 

77. pines the clime : 
causes the climate to pine, 
that is, infects the air. 

80. Hallowmas . day. 

“ Hallowmas was All Souls 
Day, the 2nd of November, 
not the 1st, which is All 
Saints, the eve of All 
Souls* It certainly was not 
the shortest dav, even in 


Shakespeare’s time when 
it was ten days nearer the 
winter solstice ; nor do I 
, believe the proper sei)se 
of the passage requires us 
to take Hallowmas and 
the • short’st of day’ to be 
1 identical. Richard says 
his wife set forth in pomp 
and came adorned hither 
like sweet May. Now she 
is sent back like the sad 
season, when the souls 
of the dead are prayed 
for and all the world 
recalls its losses by death, 
or the shortest day, when 
there is little or no sun¬ 
shine, as there is in May’’ 
• (F. A. Marshall!. 
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Queen. Banish us both and send the king with me. 

North. That were some love, but little policy. 

Queen. Then whither he goes, thither let me go. 85 
K. Rich. So two, together weeping, make one woe. 

Weep thou for me in France, I for thee here ; 

Better far off than, near, be ne'er the near . 

Go, count thy way with sighs ; 1 mine with groans. 

Queen. So longest way shall have the longest 

moans. 90 

IC Rich. Twice tor one step I'll groan, the wav 
being short. 

And piece the way out with a heavy heart. 

Come, come in uooing sorrow let’s be brief, 

Since, wedding it, there is such length in grief; 

One kiss shall stop our mouths, and dumbly part ; (>5 

Thus give I mine, and thus take I thy heart. 

[They kiss. 

Queen- Give me mine own again : ’twere no good 
part 

lo take on me to keep and kill thy heart. 

[ They kiss again. 

So, now 1 haw mine own again, be gone, 


88. Better . the near: 

Better that she should be 
far off than by his side, 
tor even when she is by. 
she is really at a distance 
since she van not meet 
him. 

80 c >unt l a y w a //: 
measure your journey by 
counting your steps. 


<)2. piece the way out : 
fill up the journey. 

, Q3- wooing sorrow: 

anticipating the grief of 
parting. Attaining grief 
is itselt compared to wed- 
. ding it. 

94- wedding it; be¬ 
coming married to grief 
(by suffering the pain of 
i separation) 
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That I may strive to kill it with a groan. >°‘ 

K. Rich. We make woe wanton with this tone! 
delay. 

Once more, adieu ; the rest let sorrow say. [hxeunt 

Scene II. The Duke of York's palace. 

Enter York and his Duchess. 

Duck. My lord, you told me you would tell the 

When weeping made you break the story off, 

Of our two cousins coming into London. 

York. Where did I leave ? 

At that sad stop, my Lord. 

Where rude misgovern'd hands from windows’ tops S 

Threw dust and rubbish on King Richard s head. 

York. Then, as I said, the duke, great Bolingbroke. 
Mounted upon a hot and fiery steed, 

Which his aspiring rider seem'd to know, 

With slow but stately pace kept on his course, K> 

Whilst all tongues cried “God save thee, 


Bolingbroke ! 

You would have thought the very window* 



So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through casements darted their desiring eye- 
Upon his visage; and that all the w alls 


101. make tuoe wanton 
indulge our sorro w 
unchecked. 

Scene II 

4. stop : point. 

misgoverned. ‘ ,11 * con * 

trolled, badly behaving. 


14. casements : windows. 
desiring: eager. 

15. visage: face, and 
that : and that you would 
have thought that (Sec 
line 12). 
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With painted imagery had said at once 
“ Jesu preserve thee ! welcome, Bolingbroke ! 

Whilst he, from one side to the other turning. 
Bareheaded, lower than his proud steed's neck, 

Bespake them thus,—“ 1 thank you, countrymen:'' 

And thus still doing, thus he pass’d along. 

Ditch. Alack, poor Richard ? where rode he the 
whilst ? 

York. As in a theatre, the eyes of men, 

) After a well-graced actor leaves the stage, 

/ Are idly bent on him that enters next. 

Thinking his prattle to be tedious; 

Even so, or with much more contempt, men’s eyes 
! Did scowl on Richard ; no man cried "God save him ! ’ 




I 


No joyful tongue gave him his welcome home; 
But dust was thrown upon his sacred head: 
Which with such gentle sorrow lie shook off, 
His face still combating with tears and smiles 
flie badges of his grief and patience, 




30 


1 (). pain ted i m ageru : the 
tapestry on the walls, which 
was brought out on gala 
days to decorate the 
exteriors of houses. 

-’0. Bespake: spoke to. 

-’• 4 . well graced- 
popular, well-liked by the 
spectators. 

05. idh ,: vacantly, un¬ 
interestedly. 

2(>. prattle: wearisome 
talk. 


3-’. combating with tears 
and smiles: that is, trying 
to laugh away his grief. 
Shakespeare has a very 
vivid picture of a similar 
situation in his KINO 
LEAR, where Cordelia’s 
sorrow and smiles are 
described as sunshine and 
rain. 

33. badges: heraldic 
language for distinguish¬ 
ing marks. 
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That had not God, tor some strong purpose, steel'd 
The hearts of men. they must perforce have 

melted. 35 

And barbarism itself have pitied him. 

But heaven hath a h and in these events . 

To whose high will we bound our calm cont ents. 

To BoUngbroke are we sworn subjects now. 

Whose state and honour I for aye allow. 4 *J 

Duck. Here comes my son Aumerle. 

Y or k Aumerle that was ; 

But that is lost for being Richard's friend. 

And madam, you must call him Rutland now: 

I am in parliament pledge for his truth 

And lasting fealty to the new-made king. 45 

Enter Aumerle. 

Duck, Welcome, my .son : who are the violet, 
now 

That strew the green lap of the new-come spring? 

Awn, Madam, I know not. nor I greatly care not: 

God knows I had as lief be none as one. 


34. steeled : hardened. 

36. barb avis in'- the ; 
barbarians. 

38. town*?: limit* restrict. 
contents: contentment. 

40. aye: ever. 

41. Aumerle that was : 
Aumerle was deprived of 
his dukedom after he had 
been accused by Bagot 
He was now only the Earl 


of Rutland. Historically, 
Aumerle was the son of 
York by his first wife, who 
died in 1394. 

44. truth : loyalty. 

45. fealty : fidelity to 
his feudal chief. * 

46-7. the violet's...spring: 
the favourites of the new 
king. 

49. had as lief : would 
| consider it as dear. 
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York. Wei), bear you well in this new spring oi 

time, 50 

Lest you be cropp’d before you come to prime. 

What news from Oxford? hold those justs and triumphs ? 
Aum. For aught I know, my lord, they do. 

York. You will be there, 1 know. 


Aim. If God prevent it not, I purpose so. 55 

York. What sea! is that, that hangs without thy 
bosom t 

Yea, look's! thou pale? let me see the writing. 

Aum. My lord, ’tis nothing, 

York. No matter, then, who sees it: 

1 will be satisfied; let me see the writing. 

Aim. I do beseech your grace to pardon me: 60 

It is a matter of small consequence, 

Which for some reasons I would not have seen. 

York. Which for some reasons, sir. I mean to see. 

1 fear, 1 fear.— 


Ditch. What should yon fear? It is 


50. bear you well: con- 
duct yoursel! carefully. 

new spring of time: new 
era. 

51. cropped: plucked, 
cut oli (i.e. killed.1 prime: 
:)) ilurity. 

,S-\ hold those justs and 
triumplis?: Are the ’Ousts 
(tilting matches..' and 
tuurnimen*s to h? held? 

I he reteren e to a plan 
devised by the Earl of 
Huntingdon to 


Henry IV during a festi¬ 
vity to be organised at 
Oxford. 

55 - purpose: intend. 

S'’, hangs without : is sus¬ 
pended outside. In those 
days, seals were affixed to 
documents by loops oi 
thread. 

01 . consequence: impor¬ 
tance. 

o_\ would not have seen : 
would not like to have it 

seen. 
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Nothing but some bond that he is enter’d into 65 

For gay apparel gainst the triumph day. 

York. Bound to himself ! what doth he with a bond 
That he is bound to? Wife, thou art a fool. 

Boy, let me see the writing. 

Aum I do beseech you. pardon me; J may not 
! show it. 

York. J will be satisfied : let me see it, 1 say. 71 

[Snatches It, ami reads. 

Treason ! foul treason ! Villain ! traitor ! slave ! 

Duck. What is the matter, my lord ? 

York. Ho ! who is within there ? 

Enter a Servant. 

Saddle my horse. 

God for his mercy, what treachery is here ! 75 

Duck. Why, what is it, my lord ? : 

York Give me my boots, 1 say ; saddle my horse. 

Now, by mine honour, by my life, my troth, 

[Exit Servant. 

I will appeach the villain. 
jyuch. What is the matter ? 

York. Peace, foolish woman. 80 


65. bond: promisory 
note. 

66. a/jainst : in prepara¬ 
tion for the triumph day. 
the day of tournament. 

67. Bound to hitnself: 
Any promisory note exe¬ 
cuted bv him would be 


with the man who had 
lent him the money and 
not with him. 

I 75 - God for his mercy: 

thanks to God for his 
' mercy in revealing the 
treachery. 

79. appeqeh:. denounce, 
impeach or accuse. 
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Duck, I will not peace. What is the matter, Au merle; 

Aiim , Good mother, be content; it is no more 
1'han my poor life must answer. 

Duch. Thy life answer! 

York. Bring me my boots: I will unto the king, 

Re-entei■ Servant with boots. 

Duch. Strike him, Aumerle. Poor boy, thou art amazed 
\To the Servant ] Hence, villain ! never more come in 
my sight. 86 

York. Give me m\ boots, 1 say. [Exit Servant. 

Duel. Why, York, what wilt thou do ? 

Wilt thou not hide the trespass of thine own? 

Have we more sons? or arc we like to have ? go 

Is not my teeming date drunk up with time? 

And wilt thou pluck my fair son from mine age, 

And rob me of a happy mother's name ? 

Is he not like thee ? is he not thine own ? 

York. Thou fond mad woman, 95 

Wilt thou conceal this dark conspiracy ? 

A dozen of them here have ta’en the sacrament, 

And interchangeably set down their hands, 

To kill the king at Oxford. 

Duch . He shall be none; 

We’ll keep him here: then what is that to him ? 100 

York. Away, fond woman ! were he twenty times 


81. I will not peace: I 
u ill not keep my peace. 

82-3. It i . answer: 1 

It is nothing less than a 1 
mallei of life and death 
to me. 

00 more sons : York 


really had one more son. 
like: likely. 

OB teeming date: child¬ 
bearing age. 

98. Interchangeably : in 
mutual agreement. 
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My son, I would appeach him. 

Duck , Hadst thou groan'd for him 

As I have done, thou’dst be more pitiful. 

But now I know thy mind; thou dost suspect 
That I have been disloyal to thy bed, 

And that he is a bastard, not thy son • 

Sweet York, sweet husband, be not of that mind; 

He is as like thee as a man may be, 

Not like to me, nor any of my kin, 

And yet love him. 

York. Make way, unruly woman ! Exit, no 

Duck. After, Aumerle 1 mount thee upon his horse ; 

Spur post, and get before him to the king, 

And beg thy pardon ere he do accuse thee. 

I’ll not be long behind ; though I be old, 

I doubt not but to ride as fast as York ; 

And never will I rise up from the ground 115 

Till Bolingbroke have pardon’d thee. Away, be gone ! 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III Windsor. A room in the castle. 

Enter Bolingbrokr as King , Percy, and other Lords. 

Boling . Can no man tell me of my unthrifty son < 

Tis full three months since I did see him last; 


no. unruly: disobedient, 
in. After : go after him. 
112. Spur post ; ride 
swiftly. 

Scene 3 

» 

r. unthrifty : incapable 


of prospering, good for 
nothing. Prince Henry 
was only twelve years old 
at the time and could not 
have been the wild and 
wayward youth that he is 
represented to be. 


11 
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11 any plague hang over us, ’tis he. 

I would to God, my lords, he might be found; 

Inquire at London, ’mongst the taverns there, 5 

For there, they say, he daily doth-frequent,* 

With unrestrained loose companions,v 
Even such, they say, as stand in narrow lanes, 

And beat our watch, and rob our passengers ; 

Which he, young wanton and effeminate boy, 10 

Takes on the point of honour to support 
So dissolute a crew. 

Percy. My lord, some two days since I saw the prince. 
And told him of those triumphs held at Oxford. 

Boling. And what said the gallant ? 

Percy. His answer was,—he would unto the stews. 

And from the common’st creature pluck a glove, 

And wear it as a favour; and with that 
He would unhorse the lustiest challenger. 

Boling. As dissolute as desperate ; yet through both 20 


7. unrestrained ; lawless. 

9. watch : watchmen. 

10-12. Which . crew : 

Shakespeare must have 
meant that the young 
prince considered it a 
point of honour to 
suppoit his loose com¬ 
panions. They were a 
dissolute crew. The 
sentence as it stands is 
clearly ungrammatical and 
is an anacoluthon. 

10. wanton: wild, loose 


14. held ; to be held. 

15- gallant ; gay, young 
man. 

16. .stews; brothels . 

17. common'st creature : 
most dissolute prostitute. 

1 8. favour ; a token of 
affection or devotion to a 
lady usually worn by a 
knight at a tournament. 

19. lustiest: bravest. 

20. desperate S reckless, 
i heedless.' • 
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. I • • 

days 

• 1 • • . • ' ‘ * 

May happily bring forth But who comes here ? 

• • 

> .... 

Enter Aumerle hastily. He seems dazed ■ i 


I see some sparkles of a better hope, which 


Aum. Where is the king ? 

Bollruj. What means our cousin, that he stares and-' 
looks . ’ 

So widly ? 25 

Aum. God save your grace ! I do beseech your 
majesty, 

To have some conference with your grace alone. 

Boling. Withdraw yourselves, and leave us here 

alone. [Exeunt Percy arul Lords 

What is the matter with our cousin now ? 

Aum. For ever may my knees grow to the earth, 

[Kneels- 

My tongue cleave to the roof within my mouth, 31 

Unless a pardon ere I rise or speak. 

Boling. Intended or committed was this fault ? 

If on the first, how heinous e’er it be, • 

To win thy after-love 1 pardon thee. 35 


21. Sparkles of better hope : 
possibilities of improvement. 

27. To have: that I may 
have. 

30. grow to the earth: 
that is, strike roots. 

31. cleave : stick. 


32. unless a pardon : un¬ 
less 1 receive a pardon. 

34. )f&nihefirst: If bf 

the first kind, that is, if 
intended only. - ' 

35. thy (ift'eY-love: ytitit- 
love in future. 
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* Aum. Then give me leave that I may turn the key, 

That no man enter till my tale be done. 

Boling. Have thy desire. [Aumerle locks the door . 

York. [Within] My liege, beware ; look to thyself; 

Thou hast a traitor in thy presence there. 40 

Boling. Villain, I’ll make thee safe. [Drawing. 

Aum. Stay thy revengeful hand ; thou hast no cause 
to fear. 

York. [ Within ] Open the door, secure, foolhardy king : 
Shall I for love speak treason to thy face ? 

Open the door, or I will break it open. 45 

[Bollngbroke unlocks the door ) and 
afterwards locks U again. 

Enter York 

Boling. What is the matter, uncle ? speak ; 

Recover breath ; tell us how near is danger, 

That we may arm us to encounter it. 

York. Peruse this writing here, and thou shalt know 


l ' 36. turn the key : Holiu- 
shed speaks of Aumerle 
locking the gates of the 
castle to prevent his 
father informing the King 
of the plot before Aumerle 
had secured his pardon. 
The reason he gave was 
that he wanted to deliver 
the keys of the castle to 
the King, By substituting 
the chamber door for the 
castle gate, Shakespeare 
makes possible a little 
dramatic by-play in the 
knocking at the doors. 


41. make thee safe: make 
you harmless. 

43. secure: careless, too 
confident. 

44. speak treason , etc : 
Shall my loyalty compel 
me to speak like a traitor 
to you by calling you 
foolhardy ? Another 
possible explanation is 
that York is referring to 
the treason which he is 
revealing to the King. 

48. arm us: prepare 
ourselves. 
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The treason that my haste forebids me show. 50 

Aum . Remember, as thou read'st, thy promise pass’d: 

I do repent me ; read not my name there ; 

My heart is not confederate with my hand, 

York. It was, villain, ere thy hand did set it down, 

I tore it from the traitor’s bosom, king; 55 

Fear, and not love, begets his penitence: 

Forget to pity him, lest thy pity prove 
A serpent that will sting thee to the heart. 

Boling. O heinous, strong and bold conspiracy ! 

O loyal father of a treacherous son 1 t 60 

Thou sheer, immaculate and silver fountain, / 

From whence this stream through muddy passages 
Hath held his current and defiled himself 1 
Thy overflow of good converts to bad ; 

And they abundant goodness shall excuse / 6 5 

This deadly blot in thy digressing son. J 

York . So shall my virtue be his vice’s guard ; 

And he shall spend mine honour with his shame, 

50. haste forbids : my 
hurried journey disables 

me from. 

53. My heart . hand '■ 

Though 1 joined in the 
co nspi racy, 1 am no 
longer ol the same mind. 

57. Forget: forget that 
you have promised. 

58. A serpent : See note 
on III. 2, , 3 ‘* 

61. sheer : pure. Imma¬ 
culate: undefiled, spotless. 

62. this stream • that is, 

Aumerle. 


63. held his current: 
maintained his course. 
The muddy passages 
refer to the conspirators, 
association with whom had 
tainted Aumerle. 

64. Thy overflow . bad : 

Excessive goodness in 
you has become changed 
into badness in him. 

66. digressing : e r r i n g. 

61. spend . shame'. He 

will exhaust the store of 
my honour by the loads of 
his shame. 
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As thriftless sons tlieir scraping fathers' gold,\ 

Mine honour lives when his dishonour dies. \ 70 

Or my shamed life in his dishonour lies : 

Thou kill’st me iij his life ; giving him breath, 

The tractor lives, the true man's put to death. 

Duck [ Within] What ho, my liege ! for God’s 
sake, let me in. 

Boling. What shrill-voiced suppliant makes this 

eager cry ? 75 

Duck A woman, and thy aunt, great king ; ’tis 1 . 

Speak with me, pity me, open the door: 

A beggar begs that never begged before. 

Boling. Our scene is alter’d from a serious thing, 

And now changed to “ The Beggar and the King.” 80 

My dangerous cousin, let your mother in : 

I know she is come to pray for your foul sin. 

[Aumerlc unlocks the door. 
York. If thou do pardon, whosoever pray, 


69. scraping: hoarding. 

70. Mine . dies : My 

honour will be redeemed 
only when my son is 
e x e c u te d for his dis¬ 
honourable conduct, for I 
live in dishonour or stand 
disgraced so long as he 
continues to live. 

7 2 - i>n his life: by let¬ 
ting him live. 

75 - eager: vehement, 
insistent. 

8°» <( The Beggar and the 


King": A reference to the 
balled, A song of a beggar 
and a king. The story is 
about King Cophetua, 
who loved a beggar maid, 
Penelophon, and married 
her. The ballad may be 
read in Percy’s Bellques 
and is modernised in 
Tennyson’s Beggar Maid, 
S h a k e s p e a r e refers to 
this beggar m aid in 
Loves Labours Lost also, 
where he calls her Zeno- 
lophon. 





so. III.] 


KING RICHARD II 


147 


More sins for this forgiveness prosper may. 

This festere’d joint cut off, the rest rest sound ; 8 5 

This let alone will all the rest confound. 

Enter Duchess. 

Duch. O king, believe not this hard-hearted man ! 

Love loving not itself none other can. 

York. Thou, frantic woman, what dost thou make 
here ? 


Shall thy old dugs once mor 
Duch. Sweet York, be 
liege. 


e a traitor rear ? 
patient. Hear 


me, 


<)0 

gentle 

[Kneels 


Boling. Rise up, good aunt. 
Duch. 


Not vet, I thee beseech; 


For ever will I walk upon my knees, 

And never see day that the happy sees. 

Till thou give joy ; until thou bid me jo\, 

By pardoning Rutland, my transgressing bo). 

Aum. Unto my mother’s prayers I bend my 
knee; 

York. Against them both my true joints bended 


95 


[.Kneels 
be. 

[Kneels 


Ill mayst thou thrive, if thou 


84. More . may : As a 

result of this pardon, 
there will arise many 
more crimes. 

85. festered : diseased. 

88. Love . can:" 1 » 

York does not love him¬ 
self (in the person of his 
son, who is of his own 
flesh and blood), surely 
he cannot love anyone 


grant any grace ! 

else. Therefore since he 
cannot love you (the king) 
do not follow his advice.” 
i (E. A. Philips). 

1 89. make '• do. 

96. transgressing : er- 
1 ring. 

97. Unto : to add unto. 

98. true joint : loyal 
limbs. 
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Buck. Pleads he in earnest ? look upon his face ; 

His eyes do drop no tears, his prayers are in jest; 101 
His words come from his mouth, ours from our breast: 

He prays but faintly, and would be denied ; 

We pray with heart and soul and all beside:. 

His weary joints would gladly rise, I know ; 105 

Our knees shall kneel till to the ground they grow; 

His prayers are full of false hypocrisy ; 

Ours of true zeal and deep integrity. 

Our prayers do out-pray his ; then let them have 
That mercy which true prayer ought to have. 110 

Boling . Good aunt, stand up. 

Duck . Nay, do not say “stand up 

But “pardon” first , and afterwards “stand up.” 

An if I were thy nurse, thy tongue to teach, 

“Pardon” should be the first word of thy speech 

I never long’d to hear a word till now; 115 

Say “Pardon,” king ; let pity teach thee hovvj J 

The word is short, but not so short as sweet 

No word like “pardon” for kings’ mouths so meet. 

York. Speak in French, king ; say, %i pardon-ne moy” 

Buck. Dost thou teach pardon to destroy? 

Ah, my sour husband, my hard-hearted lord 121 

That set’st the word itself against the word ! 

Speak “pardon” as ’tis current in our land ; 

The chopping French we do not understand. 


103* would be denied : j 

wishes to be refused. j 

\ 

\ 

119. parcUn-ne moy : 'ex¬ 
cuse me’ i:» French. A 
polite way of refusing a 
request. . * 


124. The chopping French: 
The French language 
that chops or changes 
one meaning for another.. 
There may also possibly 
be a reference to the jerky 
French. 
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Thine eye begins to speak, set thy tongue there: 125 

Or in thy piteous heart plant thou thine ear ; 

That hearing how our plaints and prayers do pierce. 

Pity may move thee “ pardon ” to rehearse. 

Boling. Good aunt, stand up. 

Douch I do not sue to stand ; 

Pardon is all the suit I have in hand. * 3 ° 

Boling: I pardon him, as God shall pardon me. 

Douches. O happy vantage of a kneeling knee ! 

Yet am I sick lor fear; speak it again ; 

Twice saying -‘pardon ” doth not pardon twain, 

But makes one pardon strong. 

Boling. With aI1 m y heart 135 

1 pardon him. 

Duck. A god on earth thou art. 

Boling, But for our trusty brother-in-law, and the abbot, 

With all the rest of that consorted crew, 

Destruction straight shall dog them at the heels. 


125. set thy tongue there • 
Instead of weeping, 
please give words to your 
grief. 

128. to rehear se : to 
speak aloud. 

130. suit: petition, re¬ 
quest. 

1 0.2. vantage : advant¬ 
age. 

134. twain '. two people. 

137. brother - in-law : 
The Earl of Huntingdon 
was the husband ot 


Bolingbroke’s sister, Eli¬ 
zabeth. He had been 
degraded from the posi¬ 
tion of the Duke of 
Exeter a 1o ng w i t h 
Aumerle and was one of 
the ring - leaders of the 
conspiracy. Abbot : that is, 
the Abbot of Wes t- 
minstcr. 

138. consorted crew : 
clique ot conspirators. 

139. dog : r follow 

closely. v ^ 
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Good uncle, help to order several powers 140 

To Oxford, or where’er these traitors are : 

They shall not live within this world, I swear, 

But I will have them, if I once know where. 

Uncle, farewell; and, cousin too, adieu; 

Your mother well hath pray’d, and prove you 
true. 

Douch. Come, my old son: I pray God make thee 

new; [Exeunt 

Scene IV- Another room in the same 
Enter Sir Pierce of Exton and a Servant. 

Exton. Didst thou not mark the king, what words 
he spake, 

“ Have 1 no friend will rid me of this living fear ?” 

Was it not ? 

Servant. 1 'hose were his very words. 

Exton. “Have I no friend?” quoth he: he spake 
it twice. 

And urged it twice together, did he not ? . 5 

Servant. He did. 

Exton. And speaking it, he wistly look'd on 
me ; 

As who should say, “ I would thou wert the man 


Mo. several : separate. 
powers : armies. 

M 5 - prove you true : take 
care that you prove loyal. 

Scene IV 

2. living fear ; one who 
is a source of fear to me 


as long as he lives, i.e. 
Richard. 

5. urged: emphasised. 

7. wistly : wistfully) ear¬ 
nestly. 

8. as who should say : i.e. 
as if he wished to say. 
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That would divorce this terror from my 
heart,"— 

Meaning the king at Promfret. Come, let's go: 10 

I am the king's friend and will rid his fore. 

[Exeunt 


Scene V. Pomfret. Adurujeon in the castle. 
Enter King Richard. 


K. Hick- I have been studying how I may 


compare 

This prison where I live unto the world: 
And for because the world is populous 


And here is not a creature but myself, 

I cannot do it: yet I’ll hammer it out. 5 

My brain I'll prove the female to my soul, 

My soul the father: and these two beget 
A generation of still-breeding thoughts, 


And these same thoughts people 
In humours like the people of th 
Fo no thought is contented. Tl 
As thoughts of things divine, are 

9. dlvoi’ce this terror: 
remove this fear. 

11. lclny's: Bolingbroke’s. i 
rid’, get rid ot. 

Scene V 

5. hummer U out: bring j 
it out with effort. 

8. still breeding' eonti- j 

nually multiplying. j 

9. this little u-orld ■ a ■ 
reference to the ancient 


this little world : j 
is world. 10 

c better sort, I 
intermix'd 

belief that man is a mini¬ 
ature universe. 

10. humours: disposi¬ 
tions. Formerly doctors 
believed that there were 
four humours or moistures 
in the human body and 
that their proportions 
determined the tempera¬ 
ments of the person. 

11. contented : at rest. 
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With scruples, and do set the word itself 
Against the word: 

As thus, “ Come, little ones ” ; and then again, 15 

“ It is as hard to come as for a camel 
To thread the postern of a needle’s eye.” 

Thoughts tending to ambition, they do plot 

Unlikely wonders; how these vain weak nails 

May tear a passage through the flinty ribs 20 

Of this hard world, my ragged prison-walls ; 

And, for they cannot, die in their own pride. 

Thoughts tending to content flatter themselves 
That they are not the first of fortune's slaves, 

Nor shall not be the last : like silly beggars, 25 


13. scruples : doubts. 

13-4. and do set...word'. 
set up one passage ot the 
scripture against another. 
Examples are given be¬ 
low. 

15. " Come, little ones": 
This is a reference to 
St. Matthew, xix, 14: 
“ Suffer little children and 
foibid them not to come 
unto me, ” 

16,17. " it is as hard . 

needles eye .": The refer¬ 
ence is to St. Matthew , 
xix. 24: “It is easier lor a 
camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for 


a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God”. 

17. to thread : to go 
through as a thread. 
postern : small door or 
narrow gateway though the 
literal meaning is a back 
gate. 

20. flinty ribs : stone 
walls. 

24-25. That they are not... 
the last : That they are 
not the first that had 
courted fortune slavishly 
and will not be the last 
etc. 

9 

25. silly ; simple, or 
poor. 
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Who sitting in the stocks refuge their shame, 
That many have and others must sit there ; 
And in this thought they find a kind of ease, 
Bearing their own misfortune on the back 
Of such as have before endured the like> 

Thus play I in one person many people, 

And none contented : sometimes am I king ; 
Then treason makes me wish myself a beggar, 
And so I am : then crushing penury 
Persuades me I was better when a king ; 

Then am I king’d again: and by and by 
Think that I am unking’d by Bolingbroke, 

And straight am nothing : but whate’er I be, 
Nor I, nor any man that but man is, 

With nothing shall be pleased, till he be eased 

With being nothing. Music do I hear ? 

Ha, ha ! keep time: how sour sweet music is, 
When time is broke and no proportion kept r 
So is it in the music of men’s lives. 






40 

[Music. 


26. the stocJcs : wooden 
frames in which men s 
hands and feet were con¬ 
fined, as a punishment 
for minor offences. Their 
neighbours would mean¬ 
while make fun of them. 
refuge: find refuge from, 
or tind a palliation of. 

29-30. Bearing . Iticei 

bearing their own mis¬ 
fortunes by the help ot 


such or shifting their mist 
fortunes on to the backs 
of others. 

39-41. Nor 1 . nothing : 

“Neither I nor any man, 
that is only a man, will be 
really satisfied with any¬ 
thing on this side of the 
grave ", 

43. broke' broken, no 
proportion kept: rhythm is 
disturbed, 
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[ ACT T 


And here have I the daintiness of ear 45 

To check time broke in a disorder’d string; 

But for the concord of my state and time 
Had not an ear to hear my true time broke. 

I wasted time, and now doth time waste me* 

For now hath time made me his numbering clock : 50 


45-48. And here...broke: 

It is Richard’s misfortune 
that he is able to see 
when time is broken in 
music. But he is unable 
tu note the irregulariity 
and disproportion in his 
own career as king. He 
is only painfully 'aware 
that he had been true 
neither to himself nor to 
his people. j 

45 - daintiness of ear : 
delicacy in musical taste. 

46. check: reprove, 
chide, string: stringed 
instrument. 

47. concord ; harmony. 

48. true time broke ’ true 
proportion destroyed. 

49 - waste me: destroy 
me, suggesting that he 
was left with nothing to 
do; or perhaps that his 
present experience makes 
him pine away. 

S- his numbering clock: 
his clock by which he 
counts hours and minutes. 
Henley’s note on lines j 


50-8 is as follows : “ There 
are three ways in which a 
clock notices the progress 
of time, viz., by the 
vibration of the pendulum, 
the index on the dial, and 
the striking of the hour. 
To these the king, in his 
comparison, severally 
alludes ; his sighs corres¬ 
ponding to the jarring of 
the pendulum which, at 
the same time that it 
watches or numbers the 
seconds, marks also the 
progress in minutes on 
the dial or outward watch, 
to which the king com¬ 
pares his eyes : and their 
want of figure is supplied 
by a succession of tears 
or, to use an expression of 
Milton (R Penseroso : 
“With minute-drops from 
off the eaves”), minute 
drops: his linger, by as 
regularly wiping these 
away, performs the office 
of the dial point; his 
clamorous groans are the 
sounds that tell the liofir;' 
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My thoughts are minutes ; and with sighs they jar 
Their watches on unto mine eyes, the outward watch, 
Whereto my finger, like a dial's point, 

Is pointing still, in cleansing them from tears. 

Now, sir, the sound that tells what hour it is 
Are clamorous groans, that strike upon my heart. 
Which is the hell • so sighs and tears and groans 
Show minutes, times, and hours: but my time 
Runs posting on in Bolingbroke’s proud joy, 

While I stand fooling here, his Jack o’ the clock 
This music mads me ; let it sound no more ; 

For though it have holp madmen to their wits, 

In me it seems it will make wise men mad. 

Yet, blessing on his heart that gives it me I 
For 'tis a sign of love; and love to Richard 
Is a strange brooch in this all-hating world. 

C / Enter Groom 

Hail, royal prince ! 

K Rich. Thank*. noble peer ; 

The cheapest of us is ten groats too dear) 

What art thou ? and how comest thou hither, man. 





60. Jack o’ the clock : an 
automatic figure of a man 
who comes out hammer in 
hand and strike- the 
hours. 

61. mads : maddens. 

62. Jiolp : helped, it 
was an old belief that 
music could cure madness. 
Compare the Biblical 
story of Saul- and 
David. 


| 66. brooch: an ornament 

or buckle lor the hat. 

68. ten groats too dear ; 
The groat was a coin 
worth 4 d. Richard is 
punning on ‘royal’ and 
‘noble’ also. The former 
was a coin worth ro s. and 
the latter 6s, 8d. The 
royal is 10 groats in excess 
of the noble. For Further 
information, see Annota-' 
tions. 
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[ACT. V 


Where no man ever comes but that sad dog 7 ° 

That brings me food to make misfortune live ? 

Groom. I was a poor groom of thy stable, king, 

When thou wert king ; who, travelling towards York, 

With much ado at length have gotten leave 
To look upon my sometimes royal master’s face. 75 

O, how it yearn’d my heart when I beheld 
In London streets, that coronation-day, 

When Bolingbroke rode on roan Barbary, 

That horse that thou so often hast bestrid, 

That horse that I so carefully have dressed ! 8o 

X. Rich. Rode he on Barbary? Tell me, gentle friend, 

How went he under him ? 

Groom. So proudly as if he disdain’d the ground. 

K. Rich. So proud that Bolingbroke was on his back 
That jade hath eat bread from my royal hand ; 85 

This hand hath made him proud with clapping him. 

Would he not stumble ? would he not fall down, 

, Since pride must have a fall, and break the neck 
\ Of that proud man that did usurp his back ? 

| Forgiveness, horse ; why do I rail on thee, 90 

Since thou, created to be awed by man, 

Wast born to bear ? I was not made a horse ; 

'And yet I bear a burden like an ass, 

jSpurr’d, gall'd and tired by jauncing Bolingbroke. 

L_—-—— __ 


78. roan Barb ary : a ' 
grey coloured horse from 
Barbary. Froissart, the 
chronicler, speaks 0 f 1 
Richard's grey hound, 
Mathe, which heartlessly* 
went over to Bolingbroke. 

79. bestrid : ridden. 


80, dressed : groomed. 

85. jade: a worthless 
horse. 

94 . gall'd : hurt. The 
Folios have ‘spur-galled.’ 
jauncing ; fretting or prick¬ 
ing. 
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Enter Keeper with a dish. 

Keeper. [To the Groom] Fellow, give place : here is 

no longer stay. 95 

K Rich. If thou love me. tis time tliou wert 

away. 

Groom. What my tongue dares not. that my heart 

shall say. [Exit. 

Keeper. My Lord, will’t please you to fall to? 

K Rich. Taste of it first, as thou art wont to do. 99 
Keeper. My lord. I dare not. Sir Pierce of Exton. 
who 

Lately came from the king, commands the contrary. 

X ftich The devil take Henry of Lancaster and 

thee ! 

Patience is stale, and 1 am weary of it. 

f Bents the Keeper. 

Keeper. Help, help, help ! 

Enter Sir Pikkce ol Exton and Scivants armed. 

K Kick- How now; what means death w thi- 

rude assault ? / ,0 5 

Villain, thy own hand yields thy death s iu-lmmcnl.V 

[Snatching a weapon, and killing a Servant. 

(',0 thou, and till another room in hell. 

[ lie kills another Servant. Then Exton 

strikes him down. 

That hand shall hum in never-quenching lire 


<)'. no longer stay : you 
must not linger here .any 
longer. 

98. fall to: begin eating. 

103. stale: worn out. 

104. wlwi . ossa• 

12 


What does death mean 
bv this violent attack ? 
Staunton emended, ‘What ! 
; mean’st death’, suggest, 
'mg that Richard asked 
whether Exton meant to 
kill him. 
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[ACT V 


That staggers thus my person. Exton, thy fierce hand 
Hath with the king’s blood stain’d the king's own land. 
Mount, mount, my soul ! thy seat is up on high ; iu 

Whilst my gross flesh sinks downward, here to die. 

[ Dies. 

Exton. As full of valour as of royal blood: 

Both have I spilt ; 0 , would the deed were good 1 

For now the devil, that told me 1 did well. 115 

Says that this deed is chronicled in hell. 

This dead king to the living king I’ll bear : 

Take lienee the rest, and give them burial here. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI. Windsor. A room In the castle. 

Flourish. Enter Boljngbhoke, York, Lords, and 

Attendants. 

Boling. Kind uncle York, the latest news we bear 
Is that the rebels have consumed with fire 
Our town of Cicester in Gloustershire; 

But whether they be ta’en or- slain we here not. 

Enter Northumberland. 

Welcome, my lord : what is the news ? 5 

North. First, to thy sacred state wish I all 
happiness. 


109. staggers : causes to 
totter. 

118. the rest: the other ; 
servants killed. ; 

Scene VI 

-• the rebels: When the , 
conspirators met at Ox¬ 
ford and perceived by the 
absence of Aumerle that 


their conspiracy had been 
found out, they still tried 
forcibly to carry out their 
plans. With their forces 
they marched 10 w a r d s 
Windsor. But hearing of 
the approach of the king 
with his arm y, they 
retired to Chichester, 
which they set on fire. 
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The next news is, I have to London sent 
\ The heads of Salisbury, Spencer, Blunt, and Kent: 

The manner of their taking may appear 
At large discoursed in this paper here. 

[Presenting a'paper- 

Boling. We thank thee, gentle Percy, for thy 

pains ; i j 

And to thy worth will add right worthy gains. 

Enter Fitzwater. 

Fltz. My lord, I have from Oxford sent to London 
The heads of Brocas and Sir Ben net Seeley, 

Two of the dangerous consorted traitors 15 

That sought at Oxford thy dire overthrow. 

Boling. Thy pains, Fitzwater, shall not be forgot; 

\f Right noble is thy merit, well I wot. 

Enter Percy, with the Bishop of Carlisle. 

Percy. The grand conspirator, Abbot of West¬ 
minster, 

With clog of conscience and sour melancholy, 20 

Hath yielded up his body to the grave ; 

But here is Carlisle living, to abide 

Thy kingly doom and sentence of his pride. 

Boling. Carlisle, this is your doom : 

Choose out some secret place, some reverend room, 25 


10. At large discoursed : 
elaborately written out. 

r 15. consorted: associa¬ 
ted. 

20. clog of conscience : 
conscience encumbered 


with guilt. 

22. abide: suffer. 

23. kingly doom: punish¬ 
ment by the King. 

25. reverend room : sac¬ 
red spot. 
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[ACT V 


More than thou hast, and with it joy thy life ; 

So as thou livest in peace, die free from strife: 

For though mine enemy thou hast ever been, 

High, sparks of honour in thee have I seen. 

Enter Sir Pierce of Exton, with Attendants 

bearing a coffin. 


\ 


\ 


Exton. Great king, within this coffin I present 30 

Thy buried fear : herein all breathless lies 
The mightiest of thy greatest enemies, 

Richard of Bordeaux, by me hither brought. 

Boling. Exton, I thank thee not ; for thou hast 

wrought. 

A deed of slander with thy fatal hand 35 

(Tpon my head and all this famous land. 

Extern. From your own mouth, my lord, did I this 

deed. 

Boling. They love not poison that do poison need, 

Nor do I thee: though I did wish him dead, 

I hate the murderer, love him murdered. 40 

The guilt of conscience take thou for thy labour, 

But neither my good word nor princely favour; 

With Cain go wander through shades of night, 


31. Thy burled fear : the 
body of him who was the 
object of your fear. 

35. deed of slander: an 
action which will give 
rise to slander and in 
turn to reproach. 

37 - Erom year own 
mouth: in accordance 
widi your own words. 


40. love him murdered : 
love him who has- been 
murdered. 

43. Cain : the first 
murderer in the world. 
He was the son of Adam 
and killed his brother 
Abel. God condemned 
him to wander through 
the world. ( Gc?iesls) 
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And never show thy head by day nor light. 

Lords, I protest, my soul is full of woe 45 

That blood should sprinkle me to make me grow : 

Come, mourn with me lor that I do lament, 

And put on sullen black incontinent : 

I’ll make a voyage to the Holy Land, 

To wash this blood off irom my guilty hand: 5 ° 

March sadly after; grace my mournings here. 

In weeping after this untimely bier. 

[Exeunt. 


46. grow: prosper. 

48. sullen blaclc incontin¬ 
ent ; gloomy black im¬ 
mediately. 

49. I'll make . Holy 


1 Land: He announced this 
1 purpose, but never com . 
pleted it. 

52. untimely bier: the 
1 coffin of one who died 
i prematurely. 




APPENDIX A 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


!• King Richard the Second was the second son of 

Edward the Black Prince and Joan (known as the Fair 

Maid of Kent). The Black Prince himself was the eldest 

son of Edward III and Queen Philippa. Richard was 

born at Bordeaux on 6th January 1366. His elder brother 

died in 1372. As soon as the Black Prince died, King 

Edviaid III made Richard, then in his tenth year, Prince 

of Wales and Earl of Chester and Cornwall. Edward 

himself died a year later on June 21st, 1377. Richard 

was crowned on July 16th of the same year, but his 

actual reign began only twelve years later in 1389. 

A Council ol Twelve administered the country during 

Richard’s minority, even though real power was in the 

hands of his two uncles, the Duke of Lancaster and 

the Duke of Gloucester. The bad reputation of Richard’s 

reign was really due to the cruelty and ambition of his 
two uncles. 


I he play deals only with the last two years of Rich- 
aul’s reign. In 1397 Gloucester had been murdered in 
Calais. Mowbray and Henry Bolingbroke had both 
been exiled, one for life and the other for ten years, 
later reduced to six. Lancaster died of a broken heart. 
Richard confiscated his money and plates for his 

ri?h wars - In his absence in Ireland, Bolingbroke 
retui ,,ed, gained wide support and won over the Duke 

01 ''° :k t0 ll,s >icle - Richard returned to find that 
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his days of glory were over. He surrendered, went with 
Henry to London, resigned the crown, was imprisoned, and 
later met his death, it was supposed foully. He died on 14U1 
February 1400. He married twice. His first wife was 
Anne of Bohemia, the Good Queen Anne, daughter of 
Emperor Charless IV. She died in 1394. Richard next 
married Isabel, daughter of the King of France in 139b. She 
was at the time only nine years old. 

2 . John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, born in 1340, was 
the fourth son. of Edward III. In 1359, he married his 
cousin, the Lady Blanche, daughter of Henry, Duke of 
Lancaster. On the death of his father-in-law in 1361, he 
became Earl of Derby and Duke of Lancaster. His son, 
Henry Bolingbroke, was born of this marriage in 1366. His 
wife died in 1370. Two years later, he married Constance, 
eldest daughter of the King of Castile, hoi piotecting 
Wycliffe, the Lollard, during a trial in London, Lancaster 
became most unpopular in the capital. In 1394 - his wife, 
Constance, died too, and two years later he married for the 
third time, Catherine Swynford. 

John of Gaunt exercised great power in the country dur¬ 
ing the first twenty years of Richard’s reign. After 
Gloucester's death, he and the Duke of York planned revenge 
against Richard, but finally got reconciled to him. When 
his son, Henry Bolingbroke, vas banished from England, he 
retired from court life and died a little later. Richard seized 
his goods immediately for equipping himself for the Irish 
wars and brought about his own fall from power. John of 
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(jaunt was the friend and patron of Chaucer, who had 
married a sister of Catherine Swynford. • 

3. Edmund Langely, Duks of York, fifth son of Edward 
HI, was born in 1341. He married Isabel, youngest daugh¬ 
ter of the King of Castile and had through her one daughter, 
Constance. The two sons of this marriage were Edward or 
Aumerle and Richard, Earl of Cambridge, who married 
Anne Mortimer, the sister of Edmund Mortimer, heir to the 
throne after Richard’s death. He was made Duke of York 
' n *385. He is generally represented as of an indolent nature, 
fond of the chase and of an easy disposition. In Richard’s 
absence, all power was entrusted to him ; but he soon yield¬ 
ed to Henry Bolingbroke first as a neutral and later as a 
zealous partisan. He cuts a comic figure towards the end of 
the play, when denouncing his own son Rutland as a traitor. 
After Henry became king, he retired to his place at King’s 
Langley and died in 1402. 


1 0 many the Duke of York seemed a mere time-server, 
a weak character and of a very peaceful disposition. The only 
occasion on which he acted with resolution was when he 
detected his son in a plot against the King’s life and tried 


his utmost 


to get his son punished. 


4. Henry of Bolingbroke was born in 1300, son of John 
Gaunt b\ Blanche, daughter of the Duke ot Lancaster. 
Ot the same age as Richard, he was Richard’s rival from 
childhood. In 1385, Richard made him Earl of Derby and 
,n I3,, 7 Duke of Hereford. He married in 1385, and 


was 
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I 


one of the live lords appellants, who accused the King’s 
favourites of treason in 1387. A masterful character, he was 
always cool, calculated and astute. His courage, both phy¬ 
sical and moral was unquestioned. and his patriotism was of 
an eminently practical kind. His commonsense and high poli¬ 
tical wisdom enabled him to gain country-wide support and 
drag Richard down from the throne. 


5. The Duke of Aumerle, or Edward Plautagenet was 
the eldest son of the Duke of the York. He became Earl 
of Rutland in 1386 and Duke ol Aumerle in 1397. He had 
an important part in the overthrow of Gloucester in 1397 
and was suspected of having had a hand in his death. He 
went with Richard to Ireland and persuaded him to delay 
his return to England. He was suspected of plotting against 
Henry too and was denounced by his own father, the Duke 
of York. He acted as Lord High Constable on the occasion 
of the lists at Coventry. He died at the battle of Agincourt 
in 1415. 

Aumerle was friend and companion to Richaid and 
was faithful to him. At Flint Castle, he advised Richard 
to yield, but only for the time being. The charges pre¬ 
ferred against him were dismissed by Henry, who only 
reduced his rank for his friendship with Richaid. A 
second time too, he was pardoned by Henry, when his 
own father, the Duke of York, denounced him as traitor. 


6 . Thomas Mowbray was the son of the fourth Lord 
Mowbray and his wife, Elizabeth Segrave. In conjunction 
with Gloucester, he formed one of the five lords-appellants, 
who accused De Yere and the King’s favourites of treason. 
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Henry Bolingbroke too was one of the appellants. The 
accused were later attained of treason in the Wonderful 
Parliament of 1388. In 1390, the King became reconciled 
to the lords-appellants. Mowbray then left Gloucester’s 
party and was sent by Richard as Earl Marshal to Calais. 
Gloucester himsetf was sent to Calais, where he died. 
Mowbray was suspected of complicity in Gloucester’s death, 
and in 1398 Henry accused him of treason. Though he 
protested his innocence, he was exiled for life. He left 
England, and after going to various places, reached Venice, 
where he died in 1399. 

7. The Duke of Surrey: Thomas Holland, the third 
Earl of Kent, was the son of the second Earl of Kent and 
Alice Fitzalan. He was a nephew of King Richard II. He 
was created Duke of Surrey in 1379 and was the only one, 
who bore this title. Henry on his accession degraded him 
to the rank of an earl. He joined in the plot against King 
Henry and was executed by the people of Cirencester 
in [400. 

In the play, the Duke of Surrey had to act as Earl 
Marshal. Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, was Earl Marshal ; 
but he had to answer Bolingbroke’s appeal in the lists and 
therefore a deputy was appointed to act in his place. And 
this was the Duke of Surrey. 

8. The Earl of Salisbury was the third Earl of 
the name. He was a supporter of the Lollards and 
the Wyclitfites. In 1399, he was accused of having 
betrayed Gloucester's secrets to King Richard, but nothing 
came of it. He joined in the rebellion of some of the lords 
against Henry IV and fell at the hands of the populace at 
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Cirencester in 1400. In the play, lie is seen pleading with 
the Welsh Captain to delay his leaving the King’s side and 
going over to Bolingbroke’s. But he failed in the attempt, 
and appearing before Richard on the latter's return from 
Ireland, had to say: 

‘‘One day too late, I fear me, noble lord, 

Math clouded all thy happy days on earth." 

9 . Lord Berkley was Thomas, liftli Baron Berkeley. 
He was one of the four sureties for Lord Motley, when 
Lord Salisbury was accused by him in Parliament in 1399. 
In the play he appeared before Bolingbroke to demand in 
the name of the Duke of York, the governor of England, in 
Richard’s absence, what brought him to England to disturb 
the peace of the country, especially when King Richard was 
absent in Ireland. 

10. Bushy, Sir John, was Speaker of the House ot 
Commons in 1397. He was one 'of the Twelve Commis¬ 
sioners, to whom all power was delegated in 1398. He was 
mainly responsible for the Earl of Arundel being condemned 
to death and for the exile of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 1397. He was executed in 1399, accused of having, with 
others, basely misled the King. 

11 . Bigot, Sir William, was Sheriff of the County 
of Leicester from 1382 to 1383. He became one of 
Richard’s favourites and was put in charge of the kingdom 
along with others, when Richard went to Ireland. Boling- 
broke arrested him, but he escaped from Bristol castle and 
joined King Richard in Ireland. Later. Henry committed 
him to the Tower. But ultimately he was released and 
restored to favour. 
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In the play, the Duke of York asks the King’s friends, 
Bushy, Bagot and Green, to muster their men with all haste 
and meet him at Berkeley Castle. The friends separate on 
their mission, with Bagot expressing his fear that they might 
never meet again. York agrees to remain a neutral in 
Henry’s quarrel with Richard, but is persuaded to accom¬ 
pany him to Bristol Castle held by Bushy, Bagot and their 
accomplices. Later, Bushy and Green are made prisoners 
and Bolingbroke hands them over to the executioner to be 
put to death. Bagot gives evidence of Aumerle’s guilt in 
the matter of Gloucester’s death at Calais. 

12. Green, Sir Henry, was, with Bushy and Bagot, 
accounted a prime favourite of King Richard. Holinshed 
says that all the three were Knights of the Bath and that all 
the three incurred the hatred of the House of Commons. 
Though there are different versions about the manner of his 
death, he was in reality executed with Bushy at Berkeley 
Castle in 1399, soon after Henry returned to England. 

13 . The Earl of Northumberland was head of the Percy 
family. He married Mary Plantagenet, younger daughter 

of the Earl of Lancaster. He became Earl of Northumber¬ 
land in 1377 at the coronation of Richard. He actively 
sided with Bolingbroke against Richard. As Richard had 
himself foretold, lie and his son later rebelled against Henry 
too. His son died at the battle of Shrewsbury in 1403, and 
thereafter he submitted and got a pardon and the return of 
his estates. He rose twice again in rebellion against 
Henry, and lost his life at the battle of Bramham 
Moor in 140S. 
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Northumberland is represented in the play as 
unnecessarily discourteous and brutal to Richard. He was 
ambitious, hard-hearted and vindictive. 

14. Henry Percy, surnamed Hotspur, the son of Nor¬ 
thumberland. has a very unimportant part to play in the 
drama. He is represented as a young man, a complete 
contrast to Prince Henry. He is a youth of great promise 
and a zealous supporter of Bolingbroke, who in turn 
encourages him with promises of adequate recompense in 
the future. 

15. Lord Ross, the sixth Baron of that name, was one 
of the noblemen who joined Henry Bolingbroke against 
Richard. He was in parliament till 1413. He stood very 
high in Henry’s favour and was In him made Lord 
Treasurer of England. 

16. Lord Willoughby, lift!. Baron of that name, was in 
Parliament till 1409, the year of hi* death He too, like 
Lord Ross, took shies with Henry Bolingbroke against 

King Richard. 

17.. Lord Fitzwater was descended of that Baron 
Fitzwater, who headed the barons against King John. 
When the Duke of Aumerle was accused before Henry IV 
of treason on the testimony of Bagot, Fitzwater threw down 
bis gage to challenge Aumerle to single combat. The 
Duke of Surrey threw down a challenge to I' itzwatei. 

18. The Bishop of Carlisle was a Benedictine monk, 
raised 'to the see of Carlisle in > 397 . He protested in 
Parliament against Richard's secret and close imprisonment. 
For his attachment to Richard, he was deprived of his 
bishopric and sent to the Tower. In 1400, he was liberated 


170 


KING RICHARD II 


and placed in the custody of the Abbot of Westminster 
He was later pardoned and given charge of a Rectory, 
where he lived till his death in 1409. 

In the play, he appears as a tearless patriot and as 
believer in the sacredness of kingship. He warns ’Richard 
against idleness and urges him to action. He supports 
Richard’s cause in Parliament and prophesies civil war in 
the country in the near future. 

19. The Abbot of Westminster : The exact identity of 
this high dignitary is a matter of doubt. Yet it is agreed 
that when the Bishop of Calisle denounced Henry’s 
proceedings against Richard and prophesied evil things in 
the country, Northumberland accused him of high treason 
and put him to the custody of the Abbot of Westminster 
until the day of trial. After Richard’s abdication, in the 
play the Abbot tells Aumerle about a plot to bring about for 
them all a merry day. Later, Percy announces the death 

of the Abbot, due to “clog of conscience and sour 
melancholy”. 


20. Lord Marshal: Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, was 
the Kail Marshal. But as he was himself meeting Boling, 
broke in the lists, somebody else had to act as Earl Marshal. 
1 lie Karl of Surrey deputised on the occasion. 

21. Sir Stephen Scroop was a distinguished soldier 
strongly attached to Richard. After Richard’s death, 

Henry took him into favour and appointed him Deputy. 
Treasurer of Ireland. 


In the play lie 
greatly ‘distracted 


brings unhappy tidings to the already 
Richard. The Welsh had left him. 
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Scroop announces the triumphal progress of Bolingbioke 
through the country and the fall of Richard s friends at 
Bristol. But the worst tidings of all that Scroop announces 
is the defection of the Duke of York, which plunges Richard 

into despair. 

22. Sir Pierce Exton was probably a near relation of 
Sir Nicholas Exton, Sheriff of London, in 1385, who opposed 
Richard II in Parliament. 


In the play, he is represented as hearing Henry saying, 
“Have I no friend will rid me of this living fear ?” He 
then goes straight to Pomfret Castle, where Richard is 
imprisoned and kills him. When he takes to Henry the 
body of Richard, Henry banishes him and vows a pilgrim¬ 
age to Jerusalem to expiate the crime. 


23. The Queen in the play is Richard’s second wife, 
Isabella of Valois (1389-1409), eldest daughter d Charles 
VI, King of France. After Richard’s death Henry desired 
that she should marry his son, but the alliance was declined 
by her family. In 1408, she married her cousin, the Duke 

of Orleans. She died in 1409. 

She was a child at the time of the play, though she is 
represented by the Shakespeare as a young woman. She 
was sent to France after Richard was deposed and she 
mourned him for many years after his death. 


24. The Duchess of York in the play was the second wile 
of the Duke of York and was therefore not the mother of 
Aumerle. She was the third daughter of the Earl o f Kent 
In the play she gives an opportunity to bcrJ^^^fTT^ 
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describe the way in which Henry was received in London. 
When he discovers his son’s complicity in a plot against 
Bolingbroke and hurries to divulge it to Henry, she and 
Autnerle follow him. She prevails upon Henry to forgive 
Aumerle (represented as her son). 

25. The Duchess of Gloucester was the widow of the 
Duke of Gloucester, the youngest son of Edward III. She 
was Eleanor be Bohun. In the play she hears about the 
manner of her husband’s death at Calais and makes a 
passionate appeal to his brother, the Duke of Lancaster, to 
avenge the deed. But she finds Lancaster, not at all en¬ 
thusiastic, asks him to commend her to the Duke of York 
and leaves for Plashv to die desolate. Though Shakespeare 
supposes her to have died at Flashy, she really died at 
Barking and was buried at Westminster Abbey, where a 
memorial still stands in her name. 
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